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TO 

EDWARD SEYMOUR^ Esc^. 

qp HOUGH the Author of this Work fecmt^ 

•*• to have been actuated by" ambitious mo- 

tivcs, in dedicating it to z perfon in fo eminent a 

Jlation under his late Majeffy ; yety as the Editor 

has no views of that kind, he begs leave to in- 

fcribe this Second Edition ta you, Sir ; as- a 

Friend,- with, whofe amiable qualities he ha». 

long been acquainted ; and whofe future conduflt 

in life, he is convinced, will do credit to your: 

illuftrious Anceftors^ I am„ with much affeSioa 

and efteem,, 

SIR, 

Your obliged 

humble fervant*. 
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PREFATORY ANECDOTE,. 

JBy the EDITOR. 

GOING lately Into tho fliop of a Iittfe Up- 
holfterer, not far from the celebrated haunt 
of the Mufes called Grubftreet, I obfcrved him 
with a bunch of fmall keys in his hand ; with 
one of which he had juft opened a black Icatlier 
port-folio, or travelling letter-cafc. The poor 
man Ihaking his head with an air of difappoint- 
mcnt, I inquired into the caufe of his chagrin ; 
upon which he gave me the following account, 

*' Soaie' years ago," fays he,. " a jolly plump 
" Gentleman, with a very ferious countenance, 
" came to lodge at my houfe, and rented an 
" apartment up three pair of ftairs backwards* 
" It is not ufual," continues he, " to give any 
** Idng credit to lodgers of that kind. But the 
** Gentleman in queftion looked likip a very 
" honeft man. (By his drefs, indeed, I ihould 
" have taken him for a Country Clergyman ;, 
^ but that he never drank, ale, or fmoked 
A 4 •* tobacco*^* 



*' tobacco.) I was unwilling, therefore, after 
*^ the firft time, to give him the trouble of a 
" weekly payment ; Co had let his rent rifn on 
" foe near fix weeks : at which time^ one Friday 
"•morning, before any one was ftirring,^ he 
** fuddenly decamped; leaving nothing be-- 
** hind hi'm, but an old Bible, an old pair of 
** flioes, and an old grizzled periwig. I did 
*^ not think it worth while to advertife. nijF 
" Lodger. I made enquiries after him at the 
*' CofFee-boufe however w^hich he frequented*, 
" and at the Chop-houfe where he dined ; but 
" have heard nothing of him to this day," 

The Upholfterer, it feems, was in hopes, that? 
this Letter-cafe (which, upon removing the 
bed'ftead, he had found thruft over the tefter)r 
mrght have contained a bank-bill, or fomething 
of value. But, to his utter confufion, he found 
nothing in it, except the manufcript of the fol- 
lowing Hiftory; which- he confideredas wafte 
paper, and, prophetically of its fate perh'apsj^ 
faid, " it was good for nothing but to line trunks 
" and band-boxes.'* 

Upon ca-fting my eyes, however, over two or 
three different pages, I thought it might fuit the 
tafle of the prefent age; in ^hich'alfo the fub- 
jcft appeatedby ncnoj^ansunfeaibnablfe* Ithet-e-* 

fbrc: 
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fere offered' the honeft man an eqnivarcnt for hii- 
fix weeks rent; and, after drinking half a pint 
ef mountain together at the next tavern, wc 
fiaifhed our contract. 

Upon examining my purchafe, I found the 
following rough-draught of the Author^^s Pre- 
face ; which, notwithftanding the fagacious Up- 
holftererV argument to the contrary, makes it 
probable diat the hiftory was written by a 
Clcrgymsln.. 

••'The APOLOGY; 

OR, 

^ A W O R D to the W I S E. 

^ np H E firft Romance that we read of (calle j 
** TheLovcs^of Thcagcncs and Chariclca)' 

^ was written by Heliodcwus, aThracian Bifljop.. 
** The Prelate was called before a Synod for this 
^^ indecofutn ; and having his choice given him, 
^ either iofupprcfs his Romance, or to quit his^ 
^ Prefern^m,. he is faid tahave preferred the 
" literary fame of that juvenile performance ta 
^ die revenues of a Biftibpric^ 

** But, ^kough'the good roan may be blamed' 
**^foFhi$ co^ua,'rdHnk the Synod were too' 
* fcVcrc in^liiei^cehlure^: for I can fee no mora* 
>•• * As ^^ harm. 
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•' harm in a liable of thii kiticL (if properly 
*^ condufted) than in any other either mytho-^ 
'' logical or parabolical reprefentatlon of the 
" truth* Nay, I am convinced that DoOi 
" Quixote or Gil Bias, Clarifla or Sir Charles- 
^ Grandifon^ will furnifh more liint» fOr cor- 
" refting the follies' and regulating the morid^ 
*^ of young p^ribns, and imppefs them mord 
'^ forcibly on their minds, than volumes of 
" fevere precepts ferioufly dcli\sered and dog- 
" matically inforced^ 

*^ The following riatrative was intended to« 
** expofe a fpecies^ of folly^. wJiich has frc- 
" queutly difturbed the tranquillity of th^$ na^ 
*' tion^ The Author indeed by no means con- 
" iklers Ridicule as a proper teft of Religious 

opinions. But they are the praftiees, rather 
•^ thaiv the principles,^ of tiie people in queflio%, 
<* which he thinks exceptionable. And the fol*^ 
*^ lowing work is fo for ffom ridiculing Religions 
" (as perfiaps may be olijeSed, that, he ffiattcrsv 
** hrmfelf, it has a dircft tendency to prevent 
** Religion becoming ridiculoiis, by. the abfurd^ 
•' conduft of fuch irregular Teachers of it. An4 
** he does not fee lu^w the honour of God is any 
<' more concerned in an attempt to expofe the 
•* iU-judj^ed zeal of a fcajatic Eatbufiaft^ thaw 
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* tfie atitliority of the King' would' be in our 
^ laughing at the abfuiditics of fome pragoiati- 
" cal Country Jufticc, or a. Petty Conftable." — 
Thus far the Author. 

In a blank leaf, next to the title-page, I 
found an odd inftance of the Author's peculiar 
turn : for he had there written this whimfical: 
parody upon Shakefpeare's whimfical Epitaph y 

" Reader! for goodnefs fake, forbear 

•* To change one word that's written here. 

♦« Blefs'd be the man that fparcs roy fcribbling;: 

" But, curs'd be he that would be nibbling." 

Accordingly, as I found the language tolera-. 
biy correft, and the whole piece as highly 
finiflied as this fpecies of writing is thought to 
deferve, 1 have given it to the Publick juft as 
f found it; though I cannot but think that the 
Author might have heightened the ridicule of 
his principal charafter, by making more ufe of 
fome modern Journals : which has fince beem 
4one, on a different occafion, with exquifitc 
humour, by one of the firft Writers "^ of tlic age,, 
for genius and learning,. 

Now, what became of the Author of this^ 

Hiftory ; (whether he was picked up by thofe: 

' • * Ep. of G. 

A 6. foes 



foes to indigent mprit^ the Bum-bailiffs ^ortRoltt 
friends to bafhful courage, a Prefsrgaiig ;) it 
k impbfEble,. in this, particular, to- gratify the 
Reader's curiofity. But, fcom hi» Landlord's 
account, it feeras probable, that, having fomc 
Icruple about publifhing this work, he left it, 
as tlic oftrich does her eggs, to take its chance : 
or perhaps- made ufe of this innocent ffratagem 5 
that if ever, by any accident, his piece ftiould 
fee the light, he might engage the attention 6i 
the Publick to a-fubjeft which he thought of im- 
porttince : and*, by his myfterious and' fudden 
departure, would infinuate that he had put a 
voluntary period to his own life. . For, I cannot 
but think, that inftead- ©f an Editor'^ informing 
the. world, that a work was produced, eithei 
amidft an. hurry of bufihefj^ or ia r^irement ; 
in a fit of ficknefs, or. on a journey ; by a youtii 
under twenty, or "by a Lady; op the lifeeun- 
intereftihg' circumftances-; it would be more 
likely to rouzc the curiofity of mankind, to affurc 
tliem, that it was written by a man that had 
cithei: hangeds 01: di-qwned faimfelf«. 
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postscript: 

AFTER ' the above ludicrous defiance, of tfie» 
Critics, r could' not but fraile at the following^ 
memorandum ;, which partly, accounts for the- 
Author's not giving his work to the Publick,: 
according to his firft intention.. 

" AT^jB. Having written the following Talc. 
" for my winter-evenings amufement ; when a. 
" weaknefs in my eyes would not permit me 
" to read : and being confcibus that I have 
** tianlgrefledi^ in feveraf inffances,. the ftri^ 
" rules of the epopoea; I wasdetenred from pub^ 
** lifliing it,, by a fett of anforious Chrijitant^ 
** lately ftarted up, called Reviewers ; who will 
" not fufFer a man to nod in his elBow-chair,. 

* without giving him a jog; nor to talk non- 

* fenfe, without contradicting or ridiculing 
^^liimJ'' 
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ADVERTISEMENT.. 

C INGE the Preface was printed ofi^ happen- 
ing to mention this adventure with the Up- 
holfterer, as alfo the Cypher at tlie end of 
Ae following Dedication, to a Gloucefterlhirc 
Squire, he lifted up his hands ; and; in a ftrain 
©f alliteration, cried out, " Cot's life ! my old' 
** friend and crony ! that comical cur, Qirifto- 
" pher CoUop! — commonly called — the come^ 
*' ly Curate of Cotfwold ! He was always fcrih-^ 
" bling; and, I remember, about ten years 
" ago, took a walk to London (as he alway* 
*• walked, to keep downhh/at)^ witli an intent 
" to publifh fometlilng, as his friends imagined ^ 
*^ hut he would never difcover the event of ^Jiat 
*^ journey. . 

" What is remarkable, however,'* added^ the 
Squire, " if Kit were really the author of a» 
** thing of this kind, is, that, although he did 
" not approve of the Methodifts rambling about 
** the country, as many of them do ; yet he 
" was fufpefted to favour them in his heart, 
** and continued fo to do to tile day of his 
« deaths" 

TIM 



THE AITTHOR^s DEDICATrON, 

T a 

MONSrEUR PATTYPAN^ 

P Aa T R Y-CO O K T O 

Hi? moft Sacred Majcfty King GEORGE IF- 

S I K,. 
'T* HOUGH a ftranger to your perfon, I aoii 
no ftranger to your ingenuity, and your 
profound Ikill in your profeffibn. I have ofteti; 
amufed myfelf with fome of thofe elegant ccm-* 
fojkiom with which you daily entertain the Pub- 
lick. 1 hawe long been acquainted with thd 
virtues of yow diet-bread y am a great friend to- 
your wigs;, and thiiik. myfelf under great obli-- 
gations Xo your ziYmtThWpujp.. 

As I am convinced' therefore you will make 
a proper ufe of -my Works; will do juftice td« 
their merit, and mver thcii: defefts : that, by 
die well-kinown goodncfs of ybur tafe^ you wilt 
^//Jrv^ them 'from- the attacks of xht^ fourejl, 
Critics; and- by fiie fweetnefs of your difpofi- 
tion, defend them againft their biiterefi enemies^- 
Jf you are not over-ftexrkcd with wafte-paper by 
my brethren of the quill, 1 beg leave to dedicate 
ihcfe few 'flieets to yx)ur fecvice ;, and am,. Sir, 
Your devoted humble Servant,. 



..THE. 

INTRODUCTION. 

EVERY Barber and blind Fidlet * i» ac^ 
quaiated wkkthe falle dcjicacy of Politianr 
and Peter Bembo ;. who would never read tfte 
Bible (the Vulgate tranflation of it, I fuppofe)* 
for feat of corrupting their ftyle* Now, tl^ougL 
I would, not be fa unreafooabte, as to expert the 
gentle Readec of this, trifling. Hiftory tb haVcL 
^ead his Bible, much l^fs all the nun^erous^ 
Conamentatocs u^oa it : tahave perufed the pro- 
found treati(%s of Joha BucAainantius upon the. 
S^red Animals^ or LaurenduS'Codoniannus upon 
the Scripture-chronology ;. td have ftc^ed Quif- 
torpius!s. Annotations,, or the leaczied labours o£ 
Copendenius,, Stumpius, Conrade Goclenius^ 
and the like: yet,, ia order to relifli maay part* 
of this narration, and to enter. intoth& hun)0ur 
.yhich is fometimes ainied at;. I think it abfo- 
lutely neceifary that a man ihou)d have foaie 

♦ ** Lippis noturo ^ toflforibus," Hob... 

foattering. 
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finattcring in die Religion of his country : Ibmef 
tinfturc of that education which prevailed in 
England in the reign of Queen Elizabeth; I 
Hican, that he fhould have been taught his 
Cateehifnv inhis infancy ; or, at leaft, the Creed^, 
the Lord's Prayer, and the Ten Commandments^ 
in the vulgar tongue ; nay, that he fhould have 
dipped into the Bible fometimes; or, at leaft, 
ftKHild have occasionally converfcd with thofc 
that have. For, as the Hero of this Romance 
failles forth in order to revive the praftice of, 
what he imagines to be, true Chriftianity ; it 
ij impofBble that a perfon of a mere modern 
education (of which the doftrines of Chriftianity 
feldom make the leaft part) fhould comprehend 
the Writer^s intention;. 

But, as 1 would wifh, for the fake "of the 
Bookfeller, to have my Work as univerfally in- 
terefting as poffible, fuch a perfon may yet per- 
haps find ibiiie little amufement ; efpecially if he 
has a taffe for regular Journals^ or Books of 
Travels; where we frequently attend the ad- 
venturer with great patience from ftage to ftage: 
though perhaps we meet with nothing more 
material, than the diftance of one place from. 
^ther ; the provifions the triavellcr finds^ at hi& 

Inn: 
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Inn^ ^^ the number of Aldermtn that goveri 
** the number of Bells that entertain," a bore 
town; or the like diverting particulars. 

The Reader will likewife meet with fe^ 
trifling incidents from real life; which, 1: 
ever, the Author flatters himfelf, arc fo far 
guifed, by an alteration of the circximflance 
place and tiilie, as to prevent a particular a] 
cs^tion — unlets where a particular appUcation 
intended* 
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BOOK I. 



C H A P. L 

"ne Education and, juvenile Purfuils of 
Mr. IVildgoofe. 

IN a fequeftered village, whofc Gothic fpir^ 
(though hardly difcernible in a map ot the 
world) makes a pidturefque appearance un- 
der the Cotfwold hills, the family of the Wild- 
goofes had been fettled for many generations* 
The only furviving heir to their freehold eftate, 
which^ next to that of the Squire,, was the moft 
confiderable in the parifh, was Mr. Geoifry 
' Wildgoofe, the fubjeft of the following hiti^ory* 
Vol. L B laej* 
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They had had anotlier fon indeed, who died in ' 
his infancy: and alfo a daughter; but as fhc \ 
married young, contrary to her parents' appro- 
bation, and became the careful mother of many 
.children, Hpie, for thatreafon, made bat a fmall 
figure in'^the €nnals of the family. 

Mr. GeofFry Wildgoofe received the firfl: ro- 
diments of his education at a little free-fchool 
'by the fide of the church-yard ; from whence 
he was removed, at a proper age, to a c#nfidtr- 
- ahie grammar-fchool J and havings by the time 
he was feventeen, gained as much claflical 
Itnowledge as is ufually taught in thofc femi- 
naries, the mailer ^^eatly extolled his parts and j 
-genius. His father therefore, whofe veneration a 
for learning rofe in proportion to his oWn want i 
of it, thinking his fon might augment his for- ^ 
ftune by fome learned profeffion, fent him to j 
finifli his ftudies in ihe Univerfity of Oxford. ' 
Young Wildgoofe applied himlelf to the fciences 
wlth^great affiduity. And, though he had been 
prevailed on to make one or two excurfions 
4:0 London, and had taken a glimpfe of the 
fafhionable world ; had feen Quin in his meri- 
dian at Drury-lane, and Garrick in his dawn 
;at Goodman's-fields ; had fliewn his face at 
jdxc Bedford coffee-houfe, and even eat a jelly 
.2 with 
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"with Betty Carelefs* in CoVent-Garden — not* 
lyithftanding thefe youthful fallies, young Wild- 
^oofe went thrbugh tUt bufinefs of the College 
^ith diligence and regularity^ And having ia 
bis pcrfbn and behaviour foitiething naturally 
agreeable, an opennefs of countenance, and ft 
"fio^licity of manners.; he gained the love and 
^em of his acquaintance, which were pretty 
numerous, and of the genteeler fort of young 
people in tiie Univerfityi But. Ibori after he had 
been created fcnior Soph, ty the folemn ifn- 
pofition of Ariftetle upon his head (which fo« 
Icmnity he made a pretence for drawing upoHi 
the old gentleman for ten guineas extraordinary), 
and when he was juft afpiring to the high dig- 
'fiity and Jionourable privileges of a Bachelor in 
Arts, he was recalled to his native feat by the 
death of his father. 

Old Mr. Wildgoofe had always fhew^n a great 
affeftion for his fon. But the neceffaiy ex- 
pences of an Univerfity education appearing to 
him the height of extravagance; according to 
the opinion he now entertained of his fon Gr- 
offry, he w^as afraid his eftate would be fquan- 
^\ "dered away, the moment he ^vas laid in hi* 



t\ 



^ " Cakxesis ! ah ! noffrls Sc Beta & flenda camoenis.'* 

Merit. Brit; 

B 2 ffravc. 



\ 



4 T«« SPlRITtTAL QJOIXOTE.' 

jgravc. Belidcs, as it had been freed from m 
•cohfiderable incumbrance by Mrs. WildgoofeV 
fortune (who was the daughter of a wealthy 
Clergyman), and as it had been, greatly aug- 
mented by her g;Ood eeconomy and his own 
frugality, he left a great part of his fortune in l 
Mrs. Wildgoofe's power. As Mr. GeofFry how- 
ever was the only fon, and was confcious of being 
the darling of his naother; this drcumflance 
jgave him no kind of upeafinefs. And though 
his father had intended him for fome learned 
profeffion (as was obferved) ; yet, being now his 
. own mafter, and the natural avcrfion which 
moft young people have to confinement falling 
in with his mother's inclination to keep her Ton 
always with her, he dwelt at home f6r fome 
years : a comfort to his mother in her decline 
of life ; a converfable companion to the neigh- 
feouring gentlemen ; an oracle amongft the far- 
mers ; and a wag amongft the goflips at every 
thriftening and feftival entertainment. 

Mr. Wildgoofe's chief employment was to 
^lanage to the beft advantage that part of his 
another's eftate which fhe kept in her hands* 
This however, with the affiftance of an old fer- 
vant, gave him, little trouble ; and left him at 
liberty to amufe himfel^ either in company or 

lift 
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k the comfiion recreations of the country ; orj. 
vhat was more to his tafte, in reading hiftory, 
x)etry, and, in Ihort, moft of the beft authors in 
:he EngUfh language. He frequently walked oli« 
indeed with his grey-hound, or witl% his fpaAiel 
and gun :; but the one was rather for a com- 
panion, and the otlicr for fhew, tlian for any 
great pleafure which he took, either in courfing 
or (hooting. In this obfcurity Mr. Wildgoofc? 
had probably fpent his life, and Joined the un- 
diftinguifhed lift of his deceafed ariceftors, bulji 
fcx the following contemptible incident. 



CHAP. IL 
A Dfjpute with the Vicar • 

/^Hriftmas being ftill obferved amongft the 
lower fort of people as a folemn feftival ;' 
Wildgoofe had been invited by a fubftantial far- 
mer, at that feafon, to fpend a foci able evening 
with Mr.- Powell,, the Vicar of the parifli, and 
ether company. Mr. Wildgoofe, though a fen*-* 
fible man, ufed frequently to entertain his illite- 
rate companions, and excite their admiration,. 
witL fome acad^nical paradox^ : and was fond 
B 3 of 
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of exhibiting his dexterity in managing an argu^ 
ment, on the moft trifling occafions, in all the 
forms of mood ^nd -figure^ agreeably to- the rules 
of Ariftotle or Locke. 

In the courfe of this evening's converfation 
there arofe a dtQ)ute between Wildgoofe and the 
Vicar, in which^ according to the letter of the 
law, WiWgoofc pcrhap had the right fide of the 
queftion. 

There had lately been a new window-tax im- 
pofed, whicH^ amongft the middling fort of peo-* 
pie, was a frequent ful:5ea of complaint. Wild- 
gcofe, it feems, fince his retreat into the country,, 
had been improving the old manfion-Houfe, by 
opening a glafs-door into the garden. The 
cpeftion was^ whether this door ought to be 
taxed as a window or not; as the Overfeer, 
fupported by the Vicar, feemed to think it ought, 
Wildgoofe infifted upon it, " that, however a fett 
** of Country-juftices (who feldom were great lo- 
" gicians) might determine, a door was not a 
** window : that it was effentialiy diftinguifhed 
•* from it, by its name, its ftrufture, Jts ufe, and 
<< what not." 

The Vicar, inftead of anfwering him merelj 
in a ferious way, turned his reafoning into ridi- 
cule, with fomc humour, and perhaps with 
ibinc folidity* He faid, " that as a glafs door con- 

" veyec 
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" veyed light, it anfwered the end of a windouv 
** and ought to be taxed as fuch : that its being 
" ufed as a door, did notdeftroy the ufe of it as a 
** window : and,,that the name of a thing did not 
" alter its nature- In fhort," fays the Vicar,. 
** you may as well argue, that a pudding and a 
" dumplin are eflentially diftinguilhcd, as thar 
" a glafs door and a glafs window are fo,'* 

As a pun or a ludicrous expreffion has fre- 
quently more weight witli the vulgar than the 
inoft folid argument, the Doftor, by his raillery, 
turned the laugh againft his antagonift, and put 
him to an auk ward filence. The converfation 
however was foon changed ; and the company 
continudd their mirth and good humour. But 
this defeat funk deeper into Wildgoofc's bofoiu 
than one would eafily imagine, and was attended ^ 
with confiderable confequcnccs, which greatly- 
affcfted the future conduft of his life. 

C H A P. III. 
TTje. prious Confequences of //« 

COME of the moft important events m- 
hiftory, if traced to their original, have 
fprung from the moft trifling caufes. The mur- 
der of Caifar in the capitol was^chiefly owing to'' 
B 4,. his^ 
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his not rifing from his feat, when the Senate ten- 
dered him fome particular honours. The nego- 
tiations with the Pope for diffolving Henry the 
VIIIth*s marriage (which brought on the Re- 
formation) are faid to have been interrupted by 
the Earl of Wiltfhire's dog biting his Holinefs's 
toe, when he put it out to be kiffed by that Am- 
baflador. And, not to multiply inftances in fo 
plain a cafe, the Duchefs of Marlborough's fpil- 
ling a bafon of water on Mrs. Maftiam's gown^^ 
in Queen Anne's reign, brought in the Tory 
Miniftry, and gave a new turn to the affairs of 
•Europe. 

Thus, to defcend from-thefe heroic examples^ 
the greateft revolution in Mr. Wildgoofe's life 
fprang from a frivolous difpute; in which hp 
vas apparently fo flenderly interefted. 

To account for his refentment on this occa* 
fion, however, we muft obferve, that every maa 
afts a kind of fubaltern part in converfation. 
And he, who is an inferior or a common man 
in one company, may be a captain or a leading 
orator in another. There are few pcrfons of fp 
mean a capacity, or fo defpicable accomplifli- 
ments, as not to have a circle of acquaintance^ 
who reverence their opinions, and amongft 
vvliom they are heard with attention, and utter 

their 
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tfeir ^e^ifioff^ with, a 4^iiid pf gfracular authority. 
This was the .qafe,; with Mr^ Wildgoofe, In 
coni|>any iwith iny ipf the neighbouring gen-- 
tiemen, his- fuperiors, he was modeft, and pa- 
tient of contradiction : but in an affembly of 
yeomen, he was in his glory, in his very king- 
dom. By ridiculing his opinions ^therefore, and 
diminifhing Ms con{et}i}Qnce amongft his own 
fubj^e^, Mr. Powell was guilty of a kind of 
high treafon; which Wildgoofe could not eafily 
forgive. 

Tiriie, however, might have worn off this un- 
re^fomable difguft againft the Vicar, if Mr. Wild- 
'goofc had Apt gone to. church the next Sunday^ 
whilft the iropreiEon was ftrong upoa his imagi- 
nationji- He had always been remarkably decent 
in his behaviour at the public worfliip : and not 
only made his reiponfes with an audible voice ; 
but generally, leaning over the pew,. accompa- 
nied the Minifter through both the leffons, with 
a Latin Bible,, which he had brought with him> 
from die Univerfity. At the fame time, how^ever," 
Mr. GeofFry was ffircvvdiy fufpefted to havo' 
been guilty of fome flight offences againft the 
rules of chaftity with his mother -s maid. Am^ 
though, in general, he might not be worfe than 
Eis neighbours: yet he probably dicl not; ilirpai^. 
B 5 theln: 
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them fo much in his private charafter, as he iiJ^ 
in his external deportment at church. 

Now it happened unfortunately, that tlie Doc* 
tor was haranguing that day upon the fin of 
hypocrify ; which, one would think, is a fub* 
jcft the leaft liable to a particular application by. 
the hypocrite himfelf : for what knaTe or de- 
bauchee would be enduftlbered with the^iialk of 
piety, unlefs he flattered himfelf^ that it con- 
cealed his real character, and fcreencd him fronv 
the attacks of public cenfure ? It is to be feared^ 
however, that Mr- Wildgoofe was confcious to* 
himfelf of fome flight failings,, inconfifteirt with 
iiis fanftificd appearance ; and was- too neaiiy 
concerned in the fubjeft of the Parfon** dffcourfc, 
jvot to make a particular application* And whe- 
ther he fufpefted Mr. Powell to have pried into 
his fecrets ; or whether, as he was piqued againlE 
the Vicar, he thought the refentment was mu- 
tual ; whatever was the caufe, he from that time 
avoided his company, and determined for the 
future to abfent himfelf entirely from church. 

As he could not,, without expofirng his weak- 
nefs, give any reafons for this alteration in his 
conduft ; he by degrees grew fhy of the reft of 
his acquaintance, and funk infenfibly into a. 
gtooroy, unaccountable kind of mifanthropy.. 

Mrs. 
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'MrSiWildgoofe, who was fond of her fbn, be- 
came very tineafy on his account, but could not 
gucfs at the catife of his malady. She was always 
preffing him to go more abroad, and vilit his 
neighbours. N^y, Ihe got Mr. Powell the 
Vicar himfelF (who was really a good-natured 
man, and, with his wife, often drank tea at Mrs. 
Wiidgoofe's) to tulk to her fon on the fubjeft.^ 
Mr. Geoffry pleaded lowhefs of Ipirits ; and a 
difrelifh for company; and faid, with fome ful- 
Icnnefs, ** that he chofe to be alone." In fhort, he 
found out fo many excufes from time to time, 
that at laft it was looked upon as his way, his 
humour, to be always alone; and Mrs. Wild- 
goofe ddfiftcdffom her^ maternal expoftulationsi 

G H A P. IV. 

Mr. Wildgoofe^ters upon anew Courfe of Studies wr 

.TJ Uttered toaft for breakfaft now became un- 
feafonable, and gave way to fage and bread' 
and butter. Lamb and.fallad ceafed to be a 
Sunday's dinner, or pgnt of the fecond courfe, 
and was- an obvious difh at every table. The 
B 6^ Parfon 
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Parfoxr of — ■ ■ no longer threw his oyftciv 
ihell into the ftreet, ambitioufly luxurious ! but 
fupped in his garden upon codlins and cream, or 
a bit of foft checfe and a cucun^ber. In other 
words, the fpring was far advanced— when Mr. 
Wildgoofe was^ one day, fitting, in his old- 
fafhioned parlour; and, in an imtelent pofture^ 
ruminating upon fuch trifles as ufually emplby a 
difgufted mind : the win4ows were fliaded witk 
an over-grown laurel ; and thie folemn vibrations^^ 
of an old clock froin its fable trunk,, with thr 
dlftant found of a doleful ditty which the fer* 
vant whittled as he was digging in the garden,, 
concurred to increafe his melancholy v 

•'** He roird Jiis eyes, that 'witheis*d huge difmay ;^ 

and furvcyed, over and oyer again, ^ every pic- 
ture and every part of the hereditary furniture- 
of the manfion-houfe^ wlrich had been fo fami- 
liar to his eyes from his very infancy. At laft^ 
lie happened to fix them on an old forlorn quarto^ 
that lay upon a lofty fhdf, covered with duft,. 
)and tinged with fmoke an incli within the mar- 
gin. Something prompted him to look into it;. 
which,* ftarting from his elbow chair, he imme*- 
<liately put in execution. He found it to con- 
tain a mifcellaneous colleftion of godly diP- 

eourfes,. 
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fourfes, upon predeftination, eleftion, and rci- 
probation^ juftification by faith, grace and free- 
will, and the, like controverted points of divinity : 
tlie produfkions o£ thofe felf-taught teachers and 
felf-called paftors- of the church, in the time of 
Cromwell's ufurpation^ As his ufual ftudies had 
been veiyinfipid. to him,, fince he was become 
thus a prey to melancholy,, and out of humour 
with himfelf,. the. Vicar,, and alb the neighbour- 
hood, this crude trafh; happened to fuit Mr. 
GeofFry's. viciated palate r efpecially as thefe 
writings abounded with bitter inveftives againft 
the regular Clergy and die eftablilhed Church ; 
and with fentencesof reprobatten upon all man- 
kind,, except a few choice Ipirits^ called the 
Eleft.. , 

Mr, Wildgoofe read over this curibus^ volume 
in an indolent manner; which rather amufed, 
Aan pleafed him;, and bewildered,, rather tlian 
inllruaed him.. He was io far from being cloyed 
however with this crabbed food,, that he found 
his appetite increafe by indulgence. And", recol- 
fefting that there was a' clofet in the houfe 
which had been, locked up ever fince the death- ' 
®^ his grand-mother (who was a rigid Non- 
conformift), thither he inftantly reforts; and 
finds it ftored with a variety of autliors of ther 

Ikne- 
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feme ftamp : fonie Prefbyterianj fome Indepcti^ 
dent, fome ^^abaptift, fome Fifth-monarchy 
men ; the works of that fwarm of feftaries in the 
laft century; all differing fomewhat in their 
principles^ but all agreeing in their inveteracy 
againft the Church of England. 

This was no unpleafant food for Wildgoofe's 
difordcr. For, having conceived fo great a pre.- 
judice againft the Vicar of the parifh, he gladly 
embraced any fyftemthat feemed to thwart his 
nfual doflrine*. In ftiort, in half a year's time^ 
he had gonethrough the whole library of godly 
difcourfes;: the Marrow of Divinity,- Crumbs of 
Comfort, and Hdney-combs for the Eleft, The 
Spiritual Eye-falves and^ Cordials for the Saint*^, 
and * Shoves fbr heavy-ars'd Chriftians ; and was 
forced, at laft, to take up with an old tattered' 
folio of Foxc's Maftyrology, and another ot 
Maftcr Clark's Lives of famous Men; amongft 
others, that of Mr. Carter of Norwich, who- 
(the hiftory informs- us). was- a iirighty lover or 
Norfolk-dumjiins. 

^ A n ry |oai iook of oU Baztcr^t. 
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Adopts a new Syjlem of Religion*.^ 

npHE Puritanrcal principles^, which he KacN 
thus imbibed, prepared Mr. Wildgooft 
to relifh the dbftriaes of the Methodifts;, 
which began, aboutthis time, to fpread in every 
eomer of the kingdom*. And he was much 
pleafed with the Journals of their proceedings;, 
two or three of which he had accidentally mer 
with, and' which made no flight imjreffibh on 
his imagination. Suclr a multifarious body of 
divinity indeed' quite unftttlcd Mr. Geoflfry's 
mind j and. filled his- head with fuch a farragi- 
Hous medley^of opinions, as almofl; turned his 
brain. It produced at leaft, to (peak candidly 
«f the matter, that fort of phrenzy, which we 
afcribe to enthufiafts in mufic, poetry^ or paint- 
Hig, or in aay other art or fciencc ; whofe ima- 
ginations are lb entirely poflcffectby thofc ideas^ 
as to make them talk and a& like madmen^ in? 
the fcber eye of n?erely rational people. 

But, to compleat poor GeofFry*s religious 
phrcB^y, fcMue. ftraggling Itinerant had lately ' 

pcne- 
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penetrated into that neighbourhood;, and helcF*- 
forth once or twice a week at a market- town j,. 
a few miles froni th^ village where Wildgoofe 
lived. Thefe nofturnal meetings he now fre- 
quently attended :. at-firft'^ without his mother's 
knowledge, or that of any of his neighbours;, 
and whfn (he difcovered it by his frequent abr 
fence, flie thought it more prudent to connive 
at his whimfies,; than aggravate them by oppo* 
fition.. ^ 

A pious ihclihation to retail the doSrines 
which he heard at thofe meetings, as well as> 
the natural propenfity which men have to propa* 
gate-i their own opinions, concurring with thp- 
prejudice which Mr. Wildgoofq had conceived 
againft the Parfon of the. pari (h> ftrongly urged' 
him to giv£ vent to. that fund of ipiritual know« 
ledge,, which (like ;^the volatile bee) he had- 
been tl^e whole fummer in gfeaning from thofe 
flowers pf rhetoric and from thofe flaurifliing: 
orators above-mentioned.. ; • / , 

He would- npw a|id then, venture to defend' 
the caufe of the Methodifts, before his mothers, 
but fhe would never hear him with patience on 
the fubjeft.^ She faid, " If the Clergy would but 
." do iheir^duty, as her poor father did, and as 
^ tJie canons of the Church required, there would 



The 5?111ITXTAL QUIXOTE. I? 

** be no neceffity for thefe extraordkiary proceed- 
" ings. And if they neglefled tlieir duty, com- 
" plaint fliould be made.to tlieir lawful fuperiors. 
" Her own father," flie faid, " was a very good 
" man. And, whatever little fhew of piety thefe. 
" upftart preachers might raife amongft their fol- 
** lowers, by the novelty of the thing ; fhe was. 
** fure her father did more real good in his fphere,, 
" by a regular difcharge of his duty in an exten- 
** five parilh. That he inftrufted the ignorant^ 
^ and reproved the vicious : that he catechized the 
*' children, vifited the fick, and (as far as his cir- 
^ cumftances would permit) relieved the poor r 
** and that not only his own parifh, but the- 
** whole neighbourhood were the better, for higi^ 
^* inftruftlons and his exaraplcj to this day^** 

As Mrs. Wildgoofe was fo zealous an advocate; 
for the Church, Mr. GeofFry forbore to difplay 
his fentiments any further in. her prcfence r 
though he took an. opportunity, now and then, 
of privately infinuating his notions into the maid,, 
^ho, being young, was more attentive and more 
pliant than the man, whom age and habit had" 
rendered ilubborn and averfe to fpeculation. Ii> 
other refpefls, as Wildgoofe had long fince dc- 
ferted his old companions amongft the creditable 
jait of the neighbourhood, he was under a ne- 
ceffity,. 
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ceffity, at prefent, of keeping filencc from 
(what he thought) fuch good words, though it*- 
Tj^as no finall pain and grief to him.. 



CHAR VI. 

Preliminaries with the fqfiidlous Readefw 

TVyTR' Wildgoofe, being impatient of aay-^ 
•* longer confinexnenty begaa. after. Hbm^ 
time to creep out in the duik^of the eveningf 
and join the fober affembly- of'labourers and me-- 
chanics under an old elm, at the cottage-gate of 
an honeft fociable_ Cobler; where the news of 
the parilh, or the weather, of the enfuing day»* 
the badnefs of the times, or die fcarcity of mo- 
ney, and other matters of genial coticernj were 
adjufted with great wifdom and penetration. 

As Jeremiah Tugwell (which was the name 
of this Cobler) will bear a confiderable part -in* 
this hiftory,, the polite reader will not be offend^ 
ed with. a lligHt ikctch of his perfbn- and dia- 
rafter.. 

Here, however, it may be neccffary, once for. 
all, to fettle preliminaries with fuch readers as 
ace poffeffed with tha modern tapim-phebyy of 

dread 
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iread of every thing; that is low, cither in wri- 
ting or in converfation. For as people in high 
life are lefs prone to that cscefs of zeal or rcli^ 
gious enthufiiafiii, which gave occafion/ to the 
following talc, than people ia a left elevated^ 
fphere, the author could not, confiftentiy witli. 
probability, introduce him fo frequently amongft 
the former, as amongft the latter. 

I have foiiKtimes^been tempted; to thfnk. How- 
ever, that high and l®w are by no means neccffa- 
rily confined to^the different ranks- and ftation^ 
in life; and have even fufjefted ^though Idb- 
not prefume ta have penetrated into the very 
fan£ium fanStorum of high life) that there 
may be as muck low wit and as many pra£ticaL 
jokesgoing on: over a bottle of burgundy at the 
Star and garter,. or at Arthur's; as over a pot of 
porter at the R^inhood. fociety., It.feems at 
Icaft probable,, that as-we fometimcs find very 
low wit employed upon, the highcft fubjefts ; fo 
there is room, for high humour (if the -author 
had abilities) upon riie loweft fubjefts. 

If the. reader however has. otherwife deter.*- 
mined it; if he is of opinion,^. that every repre- 
fentation (rf nature,, that docs not relate to the 
great world, is to be' exploded as contemptible 
tuff J, be will certainly repent Of having read 

thvtf. 
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:| . thus far; and I would exhort hhn, by all means^ 

f to return in peace to his card-affembly or to: 

^ his chocolate-houle, and purfue fo low a fub- 

J jt& no further- 

I For the fake however of the lefs critical cuf- 

f tomer; the *^ fat, lleek-headcd" gueft; who^ 

] like a prudent traveller in a ftage-coach, inftead 

j of affefting to be more fqueamifli than his com- 

I panionsj is refolved to be pleafed with whatever 

j, is fet before him, we will proceed in our nas^ 
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r U^jat fort of Man Jenmiah Tugwell war^ 



/^GMEI then^ thou goddefs Fame,, if haply 
^^ thou cantt ftcal a moment from high life, 
from; trumpeting, forth the praifes of the great 
artift of the goldeii^boot in> Berkley-fquare *, 
and I do not blaffJiemoufly invoke thy power to 
Tecord the humbler virtues of a rural craftfnian; 



h * On a fign.therci a painter had copied Roubiliac's figure of 

^'i Vame on the wings in ber right hand exalting a golden boot} 

I tnth a trumpet in the left, dMindtog. fortk the p/aifes of the U« 

"^ foftrious. boot-maker*. 

com» 
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tmt to my aid ! and befto# one blaft in honour 
•of the fidelity^ courage, wit, and humour, of die 
renowijed Jeremiah Ttjgweil* 

JercmiihTiigwell then, or Tagwell, or Tack- 
well (for, learning having httn «t a' low ebb la 
the family, the orthography is fomewhat dubi- 
ous : nay, a conceited fellow in the village, who 
pretended to etymology, feid it ought to be 
f written Tugwool, and that wool was put for 
I fli^ep, and iheep for inuttxm by a lynecdoche : 
I fo that the true meaning of the name^ according 
to his Conceit, was T^g-iiMitton. But I value 
at a nut-fhell thefe fanciful etymologies ; which 
endeavour to elicite a fignificative meaning fronj 
every famii^ name, the originals of which are 
inftiitcly uncertain ; and our conjefturcs about 
* them are often as far from the truth, as the in- 
terpretation of dreams by an old midwife *) — 

Tugwellthen was a thickfet little fellow, near 

fifty ; but of a ftrong conftitution und hale com- 

^ plexion«. And though age and accidents had 

made confiderable depredations on his pcrfon ; 

had turned the colour of his bufhy locks ; had 

I <^ A learned AiUiqiiary infifis upon it^ that Tu^tff it a cor- 

. fDption of Togbiil neaf Bath; and T^bill of The Oak-bUi \ beuig 

I a wood of OdiUf wbeze the Pmds went ia feaich of the iacicdr 

I Ififlcto. 

I made 
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. the polar ftar; and could give as good an ac- 
count of the Northern Jig^^^s as moft other 
philolbphers : yet Jerry ftrenuoufly denied their 
appearance in England before the beheading of 
the rebel lords in the year fifteen. 

For, as to his political principles, Tugwell 
•was fuipe&ed, like ibme of his neighbours, to 
be flroqgly attached to the Stuart family : though 
this attachment feemed to have no other founp 
datioft than a compaffion for the diftreflfed, 
and never Ihewed itfelf but in an harmlefi pun 
once a year; in wearing a Iprig of riie and 
tliyme on the Eleventh of June (the acceffion 
of his late Majelly), as the Tenth v\ras hon- 
oured with a white rofc. 
* ,As for Jerry's moral charafter, his juftici^ 
*" 't^perance, and fortitude; they will fuiBciently 
^ppearJn the courfe of this hiftory, 

Tugwell had no family, but his wife Dorothy, 
his dog Snap, and a tabby cat. His only foa 
Jofeph, having violated the chaftity of the 
Juftice's maid (who was known to be common 
to all men), rather than marry her, lifted fora^ 
ibldier; and was fuppofed to be dead in America. 
Jerry and his fpoufe Were more equally yoked 
than Jobfon and Nell in the farce ; tliough in 
the prcferit inflance the female prerogative rather 

prepon- 
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J preponderated : by a proper exercift bf which^ 
Homithftandinghiscenforious ftcighbotirs thdught 
Jerry cnrfedly hen-pecfced, Dorothy feoatrived to 
convince him that he had ^c b^ft wife in 
Chriftendom-r ' / 

CH A K Vtffr/. 

Sketch of Mr. jyildgooffs Theih^l^t SyJIem. 

^« "VrO more of Jeremiah Tugwell, [for heavenV 
■^^ « fake!" fays the delicate Re^fler; i^'ofe' 
patience has hitherto been uhexhauiled. .'Ifftair 
only add therefore, that as Tng^\ndH-sr ridme Was 
Cable to puns, and capable of 'fignificafif aji'pli- 
cations; fo the fituation of his ftall,^ within 
view of riie ftreet, expofed him to thd'fenliliar 
ifalutation of thofe that paflcd by. And, as 
every one had fome thing to lay to Jerry^'fb 
Jerry had fomething to fay td every bhe 2 ancf 

(this gave a fort of petulant dicacity t6 his re- 
partees, b;^ no means agreeable to the natural 
I civility of his difpofition. '• ' 

I The Reader will obferye likewifc, that Ti^g- 
I well's profound knowledge of books hkd in^ 
^leSed his language; which ?9ia«' frequentl'^ 
Vol. I. G tc 



<c 



16 TH £ ^.P J R I V U A L QJJ I X O T E. 

Uit\^ipd',yiith hsir^ words, not ahvays applied 
or preilpun^ \fiiti\ the utmoft propriety* 
., S^ch.th^H^ )Vere tjie circumftances^ Jjerfon, and 
<ibara^r, of I Jei-^miah Tugwell, at* whofe cot- 
tage-gate Mr. Wildgoofe made the firft effay 
towards propagating the doftrines which he had 
lately adopt^* 

He took occaSicih ''firft to lament the great de- 
cay of Chriftian piety (which, with regard to his 
prefcfit ^diieliGej was "probably a complaint but 
too juftly founded). He then began to iniinuate, 
*^ That the pijefent doftrine and difciplinc of th^ 
^^ C3iurch were the cjiief caufes of this degeneracy : n 
*^ TJ4t, fpnl]tis part, he had attended the public 
" worlhbip, as others did, merely becaufe it was the 
" cuftoinpf the country; but tla^t he had alwayjr j 
*^ ' found it. a; tedious piece of lip-labour, without ^ 
" die ^oaft edification : That as for the Parfon's j 
*^ preaching, it might ferve juft to keep up fome ] 
^^lit^tlcapppjaranpepf religion ampngft \}s, and j 
*' perhaps m^ghp prevent fome people from being I 
*^ quite fo^ h^d.as they would other wife be; but 
** could neryer, reform one finner, nor make men 

wife unto falvation. Befides," fays he, ^' if we 

*^ could live a good moral life, and praftife all the 

H^ works which the Dpftor fo earneftly re- 

^nds ; aU ^this vvpiald be little to the pur- 

** P9fc* 
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" ppfe. Faith in Chrift, fays he, is all in all. 
" We ipuft be cJoathed with the ipendid robes o£ 
" hisrighteoufnefs, inftead of the filthy rags of 
" our own works. In fliort," continues Wild- 
goofe, " we muft be affured, that wc arc in the 
" number of the Eleft, and have the feal of adc^- 
" tion (the impreflionofwhich," he hinted, ^^ none 
" but. a few choice fpirits like hiinfelf were ac-* 
" quainted with); and if our name were thu^ 
'' once up (according to his doftrine), we might 
** lie a-bed, and give ourfelves no further trouble.'^ 
With this, and a great deal more to the fam» 
purpofe, Mr. Geoffry entertained his little cir- 
cle under the great elm at Tugwell's gate : and 
though they were not capable of diftinguifhing 
nicely between his doftrine and what they heard 
at church; yet, being delivered to them in a 
more familiar manner, and by a new teacher, 
and in a new place, it made a confiderabic im- 
preflion upon them, and brought them punc- 
tually the next evening to their ufual rendez< 
vous. But, as the report of Mr, Wildgoofe's 
appearing amongft them foon increafed the 
number of this little affembly, and alfo as the 
evenings began now to be pretty cool, he 
thought it proper to adjourn to Tugwell's chim- 
ney-corner. Bcfidcs, Mr, Wildgoofe was fuffi- 
C z ciently 
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cicntly fcnfiblc of the difference between mere 
talking, and preaching in a fanatical manner. 
Where nothing was intended but informing the 
tinderftanding, the former alone might anfwer 
the end : but where the paflions were to be 
moved, and the affeftions engaged, a more vehe- 
ment aftion (approaching to gefticulation), a 
greater earneftnefs and more impaflioned tone of 
voice were to be made ufe of: which an orator 
upon a level with the crowd and in the open 
ftreet could by no means exert to the bell ad- 
vantage. 

CHAP. IX. 
He commences Orator* 

MR. Wildgoofe therefore now, borrowed ft 
ftool of ,Dame Tugwell; and, exalting 
himfelf above his audience, harangued them in 
the true Gofpel tone and ftyle of addrefs. To 
fftiew them the neceffity of the new birth and of 
a divine faith, he began to defcribe, in height- 
ened colours, the uriiverfal depravity of human 
nature. He confefled, ** that, for his part, he had 
** yiolatsed every precept of the moral law, as con- 

^< tained 
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'« taiaed in die ten cDinmandnients." And, inthQ 
heat of his oratory, (with eyes fixed and foam- 
ing mouth) he infilled upon it, " that he had blaf- 
" phemedGod, and curfed the king; that he had 
** diflionoured his father and his mother; tliat he 
" had murthered his brother—" Here the com- 
pany ftared, as it was well known that he never 
had but one brother, who died of tlie chin- 
cough. — He declared, ^* that he had defiled hit 
" neighbour's wife; that he had robbed upon the 
" high-way — " 

" Stop ! flop ! Matter," crie^ Tugwell, wlia 
could hpld no longer, ** why fure you are bcfidp 
•' yourfelf — I believe your Worfhip is as honeft 
" a gentleman as any in the county — " 

" Ah ! Jerry," replies Wildgoofe, correfting 
hiiiifelf, ^* I have not perhaps been adlually 
" guilty of thpfe enonnous trangreflions : but 
?< every unregenerate man is d^Uy guilty of 
^* them virtually, as we fay; \n^Cmujqh as he 
" has the feeds of corruption in bis heart, and 
*^ it is only by the grace of God that he i« 
** rei^ained from putting them in execution." 

In this flyl^ Mr. Wildgoofe ufually addrefled 

his l|fjtie audvenc^.; and tfiqtigh he had really ^ 

claffical tafle, and,, on cpnjmofi fpl^j^fts, an ele- 

pnce of exprcffion ; yet, by confining himfelf fo 

C 3 long 
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long to the Puritanical writings above-mentioiv 
ed, and thofe of the Methodifts, he had ftrongly 
imbibed their manner : and his language on 
religious topics abounded witli that ftrange jargon ' 
of thofe pious people, which chiefly confifts in 
applying the quaint Hebraifms of the Old Tefta- 
ment and the peculiar exprefHons of the pri- 
mitive Apoftles to their own Situations, and 
every trifling occurrence of modern life. i 

Thus, in allufion to the facred unftion, ha 
would tell them, " that God anointed (that is, i 
" greafed) the wheels of his foul ;'* and blaf- j 
phemoufly makes him aft as a furgeon and . 
apothecary, '< purging him with hyflx)p, beal- i 
" ing his putrid fores, and binding up his broken ■ 
** bones," Sometimes God is a Grub-ftreet 
writer; and ** writes bitter things againft 
** him.'* And he always fpeaks of himfelf, 2ii 
an Apoftle and Evangelift ; ** that few could reiift j 
** the power with which he Ipokc * ;** and '* that i 
^* he Ipake as one having authority, and not as 
** the Scribes;" that is, common country Par- 
fons. 

As Mr. Geoffry was fometimes rather proHr 
in his difcourfes, Tugwell would put him in 
mind, " that talking was dry work." He therefore 

♦ Journal, f). i«8. 

frequently 
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frequently enforced his arguments with a flag- 
gon of good ale from his mother's cellar j*tvhkH 
afforded great comfort to his thirfty audience^ 
cemented their friendfhip, and contributejd not 
a little to convince them that they were in 
" the right way." And, to keep Dame Tug- 
well in good-humour (who was ifovefeign m 
that manfion), and to make her feme- recom- 
pence for the ufe of her houfe, Mr. Geoftry or- 
dered her to come daily to his moth'ei'^s k'itchcn j 
where, together with her broth or |^ot4iquor; 
he contrived to (lip fomotbing more fubflatitiat 
into Dorothy's pipkin. 

C H A P. X. 

J peculiar Species of EccUfiaJlical Difciplm^ 

T>Y this kind of management, lUr. Wild- 
■ goofe's audience greatly incr^^afed, and be- 
came almoft as numerous' as Mr. P'o\V ell's, the 
Vicar*8, at church. For, though Mr. Powell 
did his duty in the parifh with fufficicnt care, 
and, as Jerry ufed to fay, was *^ a pretty mah in a 
pulpit;" there was a peculiarity 'iri his cbnduft, 
which made him many fecret enemies, and which' 
defervcs to be recorded. 

' C 4 Mr. 
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Mr, Powell was a man of great benevolence j 
but, being a Cambro Briton (of the Ap-hoels 
of Brecknockfhire), he was fubjeft to a national 
impetuofity of temper : and, being endued with 
great bodily ftrength and proportionable courage, 
if any of his parifhioners were notorioufly guilty 
pf iwearing^ drinking, or any other fcandalous 
vice, he would addrefs them in this manner : 
." Look you, my friends ; your drunkennefs and 
*^ profanenefs are an open infult.upon the lawa 
** of that gre^ King whom I have the honour 
** tq ferve; and an affront to me, who bear 
" his coxpmiffion. As I have often admoni(be4 
•** you therefore againfl: fwearing and drinking^ 
** and you ftill perfift in the fame courfe; I 
<< give you fair warning once more, tliat tha 
** next time I hear or fee any thing of this kind, 
" I will drub you moft confoundedly." Thi& 
? method had To good an effeft, that, as they knevT 
he had ftrcngtli and courage to put his threatt 
in execution, he was very feldom under any ne- 
ceffity of doing fo. 

Thofc, however, who were thus kept ia aw^ 
though they could not but reverence Mr. Ppweirs 
charaftcr, ratlier feared than loved him ; and 
were glad to iiften to any dodrine Which they 

thought 
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tho\?ght wits ijti oppofirion to the Vicar's* — But to 
return from this digreffion. 



CHAP. XL 
Mr* Wildgoofe takes an ixtfaordinary Refolution. 

TiY haranguing fo frequently upon tte fame 
^ topicks, Mr. Wildgoofe began ^o talk very 
fluently: and, from attending to the applaufer 
of his little audience, and obferving the cfFcft 
of his oratory upon them, he began to enter-* 
tain jtto mean opinion of his own eloquence, 
and to aipire after a more cxtenfive fame. Nay, 
he thought himfelf falfe to his truft, thus to 
bury ** his talent in a napkin ;" to hide his 
'< candle under a bufhel ;" and not to let his 
" light Ihine before men," for the Unefit of his 
fellow-creatures. 

Befides, from reading the accounts of God^s 
dealii^s with fevcral of his Saints ; particularly 
irith John Bunyan, who,, in liis youth, had been 
greatly addifted to the diabolical diverlions cf 
rmging bells, dancing at may-poles, and other 
profane amufoments (as he himfelf informs ^x%) : 
C S yet. 
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yet, in his advanced age^ was thought worthy, 
for his pious labours in God's vineyard, to be 
fent to, Newgate: from perufing thefe, I fay, 
add the AAs of our modern Apoftles, contained 
in their Journals abovemcntioned ; Mr. Wild- 
^oofe was ambitious of emulating their fpiritual 
adventures, and even burnt with zfeal to in^i- 
tate them in their fufferings ; and wifhcd for 
^nothing fo much as to be perfecuted for the 
fak^ of his religion. The fuflEering for one'« 
opinions gives a man an air of confequence in 
liis own eyes; as it fuppofes him to think for 
himfclf, and to be diftinguifhed from the. herd 
of iriankind, who live apd die unregarded, con- 
tent with . the hereditary notions of their Wr 
thinking anceftors. 

Mr. Geofiry Wildgopfe, therefore, having no 
longer any pleafure in the fociety of his more 
creditable neighbours,' nor in his wonted amufe- 
ments, fince his fancy became entirely pbf- 
• feffed with thefe enthufiaftic ideas, determined 
to leave the management of his mother's eftatc 
to their old fervant Stephen; and, like a true 
" Spiritual Quixpte," to abandon his dwelling: 
and, in imitation of Mr. Whitfield and his af- 
foeiates, to u.e his earneft endeavour i to re- 
- vive 



i 
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Vive the praSice of primitive piety and the 
doftrines of the Reformation, by turning- MiffiO'* 
nary, and publifliing his religious notions ijx 
every part of the kingdom. 



ENDOFBOOK h 



C 6 THE 



i 



C 36 3 



THE 



SPIRITUAL (QUIXOTE. 
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CHAP. I. 

Original of Methodifnu Air. Wildgoojis Refolu- 
tion to vijit the Society at Bri/foL 

TXT HEN the learned Humphry Pridcaux 
^^ (as the ftory goes) offered his Life of 
Mahomet to the Bookfeller ; he was defired to 
leave the copy with him, a few days, for his 
perufal. The Bookfeller, who had not the learn- 
ing or tafte of a modern Artift, having con- 
fulted with his learned Garreteers, who were' 
highly pleafed with the performance, told the 
Doftor at his return, " Well, Mr, What's-your- 
" name,** fays he, " I have perufed your manu- 
*^ fcript ; I do not know what to fay to it ; I be- 

" lieve^ 
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'^ lieve, I fhall venture to priat it : :iiie thii^ 19 
" well enough ; but — I could wilh Uierc wcrf 
^< a little more humour in it.'' 

Now though the courteous Reader ihould b^ 
as fond of humour as this facetious Bookfeller 
was ; yet if, in travelling through a flat country^ 
he fhoul4 now and then meet with a pi£turefquc 
profped:, fometimes with a bit of galloping 
ground, and fometimes with a droll obje£t upoo 
the road, he muft patiently fubmit to jog on 
feme parts of the way, without any thing to en- 
tertain or amufe him ; for fuch probably wiQ 
be tkt fate of the gentle Reader of this various 
Hiftory. 

About this time, the fed ©f the Methodifls 
(as was before obfcrved) began to fpread into 
moil parts of the nation: though perhaps it b 
doing them too much credit, and at the fame 
lime an a£k 6f injuftice, to call them a fe£f\ 
as I know of no new opinions which they 
maintain, except that of the lawfulnefs of preach- 
ing without a legal call^ and of affembiing in 
conventicles, or in the open fields, in direft dp- 
pofition to the laws of the land. 

A late Writer * docs Mr. Whitfield the hon- 
our of being the firft author of Methodifm; 
* HiAerical Renew of the Tra&(a^oai of Europe. 

whom 
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whom he alfo calls a Fellow of Pembroke-college 
in Oxford. But as Mr. Whitfield difclaims all 
worldly grandeur ; and with great humility 
affures us, that (like the bleffed Founder of our 
religion) he was born in an inn * : fo, like him^ 
I am perfuaded, he will confefs*, ** that he came 
*' not to be miniftred unto, but to minifter.^ 
For he was really a Servitor, and not a Fellow, 
^Df that learned fociety". Neither was Mr. Whit- 
field concerned in . the firft inftitution of Me- 
thodifm, though he has fince made fo fhining 
a figure amongft them. For, fome years f be- 
fore he came to the Univerfity, Mr. John Wefr 
Ipy, Fellow of Lincoln-college, his • brother 
Charles, a Student of Chrift-church^ Mr; Clayton 
of Brazen-nofe^ and two or three more young 
gentlemen, (with a very laudable intention) 
agreed to fpend two or three evenings irt a week 
together, in reading hiftory.or other entertain* 
ing and inftruftive books ; inftead of drinking, 
which (at that time) was too much in vogue 

* Vid. God*» dealiflgs with Mr. Whitfield. Ther$: is nothing 
fo ridiculous (or rather profane) which pious Writers will not dy, 
for the fake of a witty allufion. Thus the learned Bifhop Taybr 
Uyi, that Chrift was born at the fign of the Star in Bethlehem* 
** Born at an Inn^ 

" A Star the Sign—" Gold. Grorc. 
f About the year 1730. 

. among 
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among the young people of the Univerfity. The 
Sunifay eyenings they aJ>propriated to rch'gious 
authors: which foon convinced them of the 
great negleft of pra^ical religion in that place, 
as well as in other parts of the kingdon>. In 
confcquence of thcfc conviftions, they formed 
thciiifclves into a liftle fociety; and raifed a 
fmall fond for charitable ufes: to relieve the 
neceffitous, buy medicines for the fick, and to 
difperfe books amongft the ignorant. They 
agreed alfo to go occaiionally and vifit the pri- 
foners in the caftle ; who, at that time, were 
much neglefted. And, that they might have 
the more leifure for thefe charitable offices, 
without breaking in too miich upon the bufinefs 
of their colleges, they were obliged to fix 
ftated hours for thefe employments, and their 
other religious exercifes : to which they were 
direfted by Mr. Nelfon's « Praftice of Devd- 
** tion." This &n& regularity and Methodical 
condud, after fome time, acquired them the name 
of Methodifts ; though not without allufion pro- 
bably to an ancient fchool of Phyficians of that 
denomination. 

Mr. Wefley however, I am convinced, had no 
thoughts, at that time, of feparating from the 
Jlftablilhed Church (the moft effential of whofe 

doctrines 
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^o^rines be h^s gex^r^y Sidhi^t^ti to)^m\Kb, lc& 
^f robbing the community of {i> o^iny nfeful 
mecl^nics; who, with a view of rfuiing them- 
fclv.es above th^r fcllow-'plebeians, without any 
Other apparatus than a long cravat and a de- 
;mure pertnefs of counten^^icei together with a 
little commonirplace jargon (picjged \ip at thei^ 
weekly aflembUes)| fo{fake their lawfiil callings^ 
^d commence Teformers and teachers pf their 
brethren* But ^^ the b^inning of ftrife is as the 
^^ letting out of water :" 4vid if one mantnayinreak 
thrpugh tlic eftabliihcd order of foci^ty, another 
Has the fame right to do it ; whi^h muft ^ nd at 
laft in utter confufion. 

Thefe people then had feveral Socic^es at tbi9 
time, in Ix>ndon, Brifiol, and in mod of the 
.conliderable towns in England* ButasBriftol 
was the neareft to the place of Mr. Wildgoofe^t 
habitation; and he faw, by the news-papers, 
that Mn Whitfield, at this time, made that his 
^ principal refidence ; he refolved to vifit the So- 
.ciety in that city, and confer with them )jpon 
the fubjeft of the caufe in which he was now 
a volunteer; and to take iaftruftions for the 
better difcharge of the miiEon, to which, he flat- 
tered himfelf, he had a divine calU 

CHAP. 
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CHAR II. 
Qmrnunicatis his Intentions to Tugwelh 

\/\ R- Wildgoofe, having determined to go on 
a pilgrimage to Briftol, after fome delibe- 
Tation, communicated his intention to his fore- 
iaid honefi neighbour, Jeremiah Tugwell, but 
under a ftrift injundion of the gre^teft fecrefy. 
And, as he thought it would be more agre^eablQ 
|o have a companion in his travels, finding him 
alone in his ftall, he began to found Jerry upoo 
diat fubjeft. 

Mr. Wilc^oofe cfteemed Tugwell, and Tug*^ 
well fancied himfclf, a true convert to lus rdi^ 
gious fyftem. For, hearing him harangue lb 
often upon the fame fubjeft, Jerry had Icamt, 
whenever Mr. Wildgoofc talked to him upon 
that head, to echo back moft of his exprcffiofl9^ 
widi an appearance of a fincere convifttoa. If 
Mr.Wildgoofe lamented tlie laddecay of Chriftian 
piety; Tugwell would fhake his head, and 
clinch it with a more vehement exclamation 
againft the wickednefs of the age. If Wildgoofc 
afferted the preference of faith to works; " Yes, 

" yes, 



/ 
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" yes," cries Jerry, ** faith's all ; our good vvork^ s 
*< are no better than- filthy rags, in the figlit , ) 
« of God." 

And' as Jerry^s paffions were naturally tame 
and moderate, he was not often guilty either of 
fwearing or drinking ; the moft common fbiblca c 
of men in his rank of life. I 

As to the former, however, Jerry might rather 
be called a Demi-juror, than a Non-juror; a,s^ 
inftead of the ufual profane execrations, he 
would content himfelf with fome fofteriing mo- 
difications of them. Inftead of the fliocking ex- 
€lamation of " G-d d — ^n you I" Jerry would 
ufe, ** G-d mend you, or convert you P Inftead 
of " Od's blood ! od?s wound* ! or pox take you!** 
Jerry was content with " Odfbodikins ! odfzoun-^ 
*' terkins ! pok^-i-cat take you !" and the like. 
And, even thfsfe caftratcd imprecations Jerry fel-' 
dom ufed, even in the paroxyfms of his wratb^ 
without a decent falvo ; as, " God forgive me 
*^ forswearing," or " I was going to fay," and 
the like.. Which,' however, anfwered the pur- 
pofe of ventiag hia rage, and at the fame time 
fecured him from tlie imputation of impjiety and 
profanenefs.. 

As to. dunking, Tugwell's grcateft temptation 
^^as from tlie Angd in hia neighbourhood J. I 

luean^ 
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mean, the fign of the Angel, where he longed to 
be tippling with the fociable part of his ac- 
quaintance. But as there is no law in England 
againft the' wife's " wearing that emblem of fo- 
" vereignty. the breeches," Dorothy kept the 
cafli; and by that means kept Jerry within to- 
lerable bounds, unlefs when he could fecrete a 
tefter for fome bye-jobb; on which occadon-s he 
would fometimes elope and take his fill. But 
fince Mr, Wildgoofc had made « ufe of his cot- 
tage for their nightly affembliesy this fupplied- 
the place of other lefs innocent amufements. So 
that Tugwell flattered himfelf, he was a true 
convert to religion ; that he had made a great 
progrefs in the road to heaven, and was quali- 
fied to teach others the wiy. 
- But, to prepare Tugwell for a proper afEftant 
in his miiEon, Mr. Wildgoofe took this oppor- 
tunity of examining him iipofi fome of the dif* 
tinguifhing doftrines which he had of late 
been inculcating. 

Wildgoofe alkcd Jerry thcrefope, ^< Whether 
" he had a true fenfe of his fallen ci)ndition, 
" and that he was ^ wicked fihner, and, had 
" broken every commandment of the moral law ? 
" For, unlefs he was convinced of fin/* he fald, 
** he could not hope for pardon. 

« Teli 
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*' Tell me, therefore, Jerry,'* fays Wildgooft^ 
** have yovi ever broke the firft or. fecond com- 
** mandment ; or have you ever been guiky of 
'* worfhiping idols ?" — " JdoU /" fays Jerry ; 
^* why yes, to be fure, I have been very idU 
" fometimes, that's y«r/^;«; efpecblly atChrift- 
" mas and Whitfuntide, znAJkh good times, a» 
** one may fay !" — " Pftiaw!" fays Wildgoofe, 
'^ you miftakc me, Jerry ; I mean, did you- 
•' ever worftiip more gods than one, .or any 
^ falfe godsjt as^ the Jews and Heathens did ?*'— 
*< Oh !" fays Jerry ; « what ! Bel and the Dra- 
** gou, and Nebuchadnesczar, and y?^i like, Np, 
♦* no ! thank God, I never troubks my hea4' 
5* about them, l^ees to church on Sundays and 
*^ holidays, and worjffips the twelve ^poftles, and 
^^ Jich like} but I never pray to tl\e Virgin^ 
f Mary, or worflirp images, as the P^j^/^^ j do.** 

*^ Well, Jerry; but you may have been guilty 
f^ of idolatry, by fetting up idols in your heait, 
** and loving any thing more than God.'* 

^* Ah !" fays Jerry, ^* God forgive me ! to be 
*^ fu|«,: I formerly loved nine- pins and cudgels 
^* playijpg, better tl^an going to church and.fey- 
^ ing my prayers.** 

<< Weil then, Jerry, thou haft bro|ien the firft 
•* and fccond <59piii3cuindments, Novv for the, 

" third— 
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^ tliird— Didft thou never take tlic name of 
<< God In vain i^\ 

^ No/' fays Jcny/* I hope not ; God be praifed I 
^ I never was guilty of that — though to be 
<* fure, when* ar body is in a paffion, a body may 
^* ufe a bad word, now and then, fuch as,^Pok- 
^' i-cat take you ! Od's bpbs ! Odlbodikins ! and 
** the llke-r-^but there is no harm in that." . 

" Why," fays Wildgoofe, *^ if you think them 
" bad words, there is harm in them, and tliey 
" are very wicked; and* if you do not, they are 
** very ridiculous. Dq you know, Jerry, that 
" many of thofe words are corruptions, either 
** of the moll tremendous oaths, or of the moft 
" blocking execrations ? * Pok-i-cat take you P 
** is only a corruption of * The pox of God take 
^^ you V * Odfbobs* (as you call it) means * As 
'• fure as God's above us !' and * Zounterkins* 
" (which you frequently ufe) is a corruption of 
*^ * God's wounds,' and is a moft fliocking oath> 
" as fwearing by the precious wounds of bur Re- 
" deeiner* In fliort, Jerry, the only way to 
" avoid the guilt of profane fwearing is, to ufe^ 
** tli6 greateft fimplicity of fpeech ; to let your 
" Yea be yea, and your Nay nay, as our great 
^* M^er direfts.*' 

Tugwett 
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. Tugwell ftared at this expofitipn of his oin^ 
meaning gibberiik ; but Wildgoofe proceeded i^ 
bis .examination., • 

*^ In the next place, Jerry, have you never 
•* profaned the iabbath, by doing your ordinary 
** work on the Lord's day ?'* 

' '* No," fays Jerry, *^ exceptparing turnips, now 
^* and then, and boiling the pot ; which wq 
"** ha'n't time to do always on working-days— 
'* And I remember,' I once fate up till Sunday 
*' morning, to finifli a pair of fliocs againft 
** Eafter." 

*rWell,. Jerry,'' continues Wildgoofe, " if I 
*^ were to examine you dirough^tlie whole Deca-f 
^^ logue, I am afraid there is not one of the mo- 
" ral precepts, but what thou haft tranfgreffed, 
" either in thought, word, or deed. For, as the, 
*^ tenth commandment is intended to guard 
** againft the breach of the reft; if you have 
^^ not aftually been guilty, you mayintention- 
** ally, even by coveting your neighbour's 
^^ houfe, your neighbour's wife, or any things 
*< that is his." 

" Nay," fays Jerry, " as for coveting my. 

** neighbour's wife, nobody can accufe me o£ 

« that ; for, thank God, I have the beft wife in 

^rEngland.'* 

; Juft 
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Juft as Jerry was faying this, Dorothy, who 
liad liftened for fome time, and did not hear the 
noife of the hammer, called out, with no vhrf 
harmonious voice, ** Why don't you mind youf 
** work? Don't you know thofe flioes muft sdl be 
" finifhed agalnft Whitfunday ?" 
- The dread of Dorothy's difpleafure, therefore, 
put a flop to Mr^ Wildgoofe's fcrutiny for the 
prefent ; and fp they parted, but in the evening 
refumed their deliberations. 

As Jerry then had no family to provide for, 
but his wife Dorothy, who could fupport herfelf 
by her own induflry, and (as he fufpefted) ha4 
already made a purfe for herfelf, he wanted but 
little perfuafion to come into Mr, Wildgoofe's 
propofal ; efpecially as the courfe of his ftudies 
had given him a romantic turn, and. a ftrong in- 
clinayon for travelling, although his fituation 
in life had never permitted him to indulge that 
prope^fity. Befides, as Jerry made a fort of 
merit of accompanying Mr, Wildgoofe, he did 
ijiot doubt but he would, fome time or other, 
rccompence him for his trouble. Tugvvell there- 
fore told Mr. Wildgoofe, " that he fhould be 
" very proud to bear him company, if he was 
" refolved to go,. But^pleafe your Worfhip — ^* 
jerry was here going to pr9pofe fome axtful fcru- 
, j6 Plc% 
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pies, which will be related in the next chap* 
ter. > / 

CH AP* m. 

Jerrfs affeHed Scrupks. 

^UgwcU affured Mr. Wildgoofe,«hc fhonld be 
"* "very proud to accompany him to the 
** Land's end, if occafion were j for^that; he al- 
•< ways loved travelling. But, Mafter,'* fays he^ 
** what muft we do for money, to pay' for ouf 
** lodgings, and to provide neceffaries upon this 
*^ road ? For, as Madam is not to know of our 
'* going, belike your Worlhip*s purfe will foon 
« be ^/ihaufted."— "Oh! as for that," fays 
Wildgoofe, "you may make yourfelf eafy^— The 
•^ labourer is worthy of his hire. Thofe td 
" whom we impart our fpirltual things, will 
** abundantly fupply us with thofe carnal con* 
** veniences which you are fo anxious about ; 
" at leaft. Providence will infallibly prpvide for 
" thofe that rely upon him : and I have as good 
*^ fecurity for the neceffaries of life in Godfs- 
•^ promifes, as if I had millions in the Bank of 
" En^and. 

** Was not Elijah fed as well by ravens, doil 
*^ thou think^ a« he wouk} have been fron) the 

^^^ King'^ 
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/* King's table ? And did not he fleep as fwectly 
" under a juniper-tree, as he wx>uld have done 
" upon a bed of ftate ?" 

" Yes, yes," fays Jerry, " that is very true ; 
** but then that was in the Holy Land ; where 
" belike it is much warmer than it is in this 
*' country. And then mayhap tiiere were Ho 
"inns nor ale-houfes in thofe days ; nor any 
" thing to be got for love or money, in the wil- 
" dernefs where Elijah travelled: fo that he 
" was obliged to truft to Providence, as a body 
" may fay — ^liowever, folks were not fo hard- 
" hearted in thofe days ; but were more given 
" to boftilityy than they are now;" — •*' Hofpi- 
" tality, I fuppofe, you mean," faysWildgoofe. — 
" Well, well, that is all -one, replies Tugwell ; 
*' but I am no Oxford fcholar, that'syir/^/^;"^ 
(which was all that Jerry thought requifite 
to make him a« wife as his mailer.) — " But 
" howfomever, now-a-days, if a poor n»n does 
" but aflc for a cup of drink upon the road, he^s 
" taken for a thief or a bugabond. Inftead of 
" giving a man any thing to eat, they will only 
*' give one good advice, * Why don't you get 
" to your own parifli?' fays one : * Why don^t 
" you work ? fays another, and not beg ?* 
^* ' Here are fo many idle fellows about the 

Vot. I. D '' coun- 
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«* courttry !* fays another. And then it*s goofl 
*^ luck, if the houle-dog be itot fet upon one, 
-*< and one gets off without a torn Ikirt ! I fhould 
" like well enough to travel amongft your 
*« Turks and Hom$tans (as Thomas Coryat the 
" Somerfctfliirc man did), where a man may 
•^* lay down his knap-fack in an evening, and 
^* lodge in a fort of a*ms-houfe or carryfancyj^ 
*^ as the book calls it, and nobody aik any 
** queftions: but there's no travelling in a 
^* Chriftian country, without a little money ii 
*^ one's pocket." 

*< Well," fays Wildgoofe, « if that be all, I 
** could take money enough, to provide ns ne- 
** ceffaries upon the road. But I greatly qu^ 
** ftion whether it be lawful, for a Preacher of 
** the Gofpel to take jany thought for the things 
" of this life: the firft Apbftles (you know) 
^* were forbid to take either •purfe -or fcrif^ 
'' or to have two coats apiece." — " Well," fays 
Tugwcll, " I believe we fhall have but om 
*^ coat between us ; as your Worfhip will hard- 
** ly walk in a great-coat this fummer time; 
*^ and mine is but a waiftcoat, and make the 
« beft of it!"— "Why, I fuppofe, the only 
^^ intention of thofe particular expreffions," re- 
pUes Wild^ofe, " is, tbat we ihould not diflnifl 

" Provi- 
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* Providence — but fhould gh'e gcwd Chriftians 
" an opportunity of displaying their charity 
-*' and benevolence." 

" Well but, Mafter," continues Tugwell, 
" what muft we do for clean linen, as a body 
^* may lay ? for your.Worfhip, belike, has been 
^' ufed to fhift you twice a week : and I, mojft 
^^ comnionly, puts on a clean neckcloth every 
" Sunday, and foraetimes a clean fhirt. Now I 
" have a thought (if fo be it is not contrary to 
^* Scripture^ to take rny wallet over my flioulderj 
" and that would hold fome clean linen, and a 
" cruft of bread and cheefe fometimes. For 
*• we may Jiappen to tefe our way upon Cotf- 
" wold ; and that's but a hcatheniih fort of a 
" country at beftV' 

" Why, to be fure, Jerry," replies Mr. 
Wildgoofe, ^^ we ought to take all prudent means 
*^ for our fubfiftencp, and not expeft Providence 
" to feed and cloath us by a conftant miracle, j^s 
*' he did the cliildren of IlVael in the wllder- 
'' nefs." — " No, no," fays Tugwell, '• lo l)e 
" fure, their meat dropt into their mou ^..s, as a 
** body may fay; and their flioes never waxed 
*^ old, in their forty years travels; and yet, 
" I believe, they trampt it on foot all the 
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'^ making that in their roac} to Briftol." — " Ah !*'^ 
fays Tugwell, " I have been many a time at 
** Dover's meeting, and won an hat there, at 
" cudgel-playing, when I was a young man: 
*^ and: they fay, there is to be good fport there 
« this year." — " Ah ! Jerry," replies Wildgoofe,.. 
^^ doft thou call that iport, where fo many poor 
^^ fouls are devoted to deftruftion, by drinking^ 
" fwearing, and all kinds of debauchery ? Thcfe 
** wakes, or rev.ela, are the DeyiFs fkong-holds,. 
" whence he iiFues forth, and tikes captive the 
*^ poor deluded people at his pleafure : however,, 
^ I am determined to bear my teftimony againfli 
" them, by preaching to our brethren, and warn^ 
** ing ihcm of tl>eir danger, whether -^they will 
" hear, or whether they willforbear. And fo,^ 
" we'll refolve^to let out nextXhurfday morning,. 

Gentry for fixty piiles round'. They, ^rt defcribed in a very fcaice 
book, entitled, AnnaFm Dubrenfia : Upon the yearly Celebrathn of 
Mr. Ro6e*t D^>ver*s Olympick Gamds upon Cotfwold Hi/Is, &c. Load, 
1636, 4to. There are recommendatory Verfes prefixed, written 
by Draytun, Jonfon, Randolph^ and many, others, the moft 
eminent Wits of the times. The games, as appears by a curious 
frontifpiece, were, chiefly, wreflling, leaping, pitching the bar, 
handling the pike, dancing of women, various, kinds of hunting,, 
and particularly cout-Hngthe hare with.g^eyhounds. Thefe gamesu 
are i-nore liun once alluded to by Shakefpeare. See Mr. Warton's 
^Fv iH^trnicus obfervations on that great Poet, in the Appendix tOi 
ti4^ta;u3d |ubli0Ud> in 1773, by Dr. Johnfon.aadMr. Steevens.. 

*^ w,h^ 
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^ which I think is the day when that meeting is- 
" alw^s held." 

Tiigwell faid, " He would be ready to attend^ 
** his Worfhip- at break of day, if he could give 
" Dorothy the flip. But," fays he, ^' there is 
" another thing which I had forgot : liow doe*> 
" your Worfhip defign to travel ; on foot, or ou- 
'' horfe-back r"— j* Why, Jerry," fays Wild- 
goofe, *^ didft theu ever hear that the Apoftles 
" rode on horfe-back ? No; St. Peter himfcir 
** never thought of any fuch thing (much his 
" of riding in a coach or poft-chaifc, as many of 
^* his fucceffbrs have done)^ but performed all 
" his journies on foot, as I intend to do." — 
« Well, well, Matter," faysTugwdl," I do not 
" fpcak upon my own account : for I never have 
" been on horfe-back finee I vras twelve year*- 
" old ; when I ufed to ride the Squire's horfcs- 
•* to water fomctimes, along witli old Thomas 
" Heartwell, the Coachman. 

" Well, Matter GeofFry, I will be ready to- 
^ attend your Woriliip, on foot or on horfc-back^ 
** by land or by fea,. whenever you pleafe*? 
And fo they parted for the prefent ; each to make 
what little preparation he thought neceffary for* 
fuch an expedition, 

D 4* CLH A P. 
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C « A P. IV. 

EJfay on ^ix^itifm^ 

'T' HO UGH the profeflioa of Chivalry has 
been exhibited to us^ by Cervantes, as an 
objeft of ridicule ; we muft not imagine that it 
was in itfelf, and in its original, really ridiculous. 
Knight-errantry took its rife from true heroifm, 
and the moft generous principles of honour and 
public ipirit. The moft celebrated heroes of an- 
tiquity were in reality Knights- errant : who wan- 
dered about, to fubdue monfters, or to deliver men 
from oppreffion ; to proteft the innocent, or chaf- 
tife the infolent ; and, in fhort, to redrefi thofc 
grievances which were not fufEciently provided 
againft by eftablifhed laws, in the ruder ages of 
the world. 

The abfurdity which we laugh at in the ce- 
rebrated Don Quixote is, his attempting to re- 
vive that profeflion, when the more perfeft re- 
gulations of civil fociety had rendered it, not 
only unneceffary, but unlawful* 

1 .y poring inceffantly over the legendary tales 
of romance, his ideas of things were fo ftrangely 
perverted, and his imagination poffcffed with 
fuck frantic notions, that he tliought himfclf 

obliged 
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obliged in honour to fally forth, and fubmit to- 
voluntary hardfhips ; in queft of adventures 
which he was not likdy to meet with, and to 
redrefs grievances which no longer cxilled ; or 
in which, under a regular government^ he had. 
no right to interfere. 

Thus he not only miftook wind -mi Us for- 
giants, and an harmlefs flock of fheqi for an- 
army- of Pagans; but challenged an honeft. 
Farmer to mortal combat for correfting his own 
fervant, arid fet at liberty fome prifoners v.ho- 
by legal authority had been condemned to the 
galleyse 

The like atfurd imagination had poffeffed • 
our Spiritual Quixote. There was a time, whea- 
Providence, for wife reafons, thought fit to de- 
legate men, invefted with extraordinary powers, 
to publifh fome important truths to mankind;, 
k) warn them of approaching calamities ; to 
combat the fuperftitious. opinions, or to reform 
the immoral pra6tices^ which had prevailed in: 
tlie world - to an enormotj s degree. 

In this-fenfe, Patriarchs a-nd Prophets, Apo^ 

files and Evangclifls, and even St. Paul lim^ 

felf, might be flyled Spiritual Knight s-ci rant : 

though tliey had divine commiffions.to take the 

O S.. pro- 
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profeffion upon them, for the moft importanf 
ends. 

And even our primrtive Reformers had bodv 
i»eafon and fcripture fo evidently on their fide,, 
and the errors of Popery were become fo fla-* 
grant and intolerable ; that they feera juftified 
in breaking through the reftraints of human 
cflablifhments, by the palpabk necefEty of the 
occafion* 

But our modern itinerant Reformers, by the- 
mere force of imagination, . have conjured up the 
|K)wers of darknefs in an enlightened- age*. They 
are aSing in defiance of human laws, without 
any apparent neceflity, or any divine commif- 
fion*. They are planting the Golpel in a Chriftian^ 
country : they arc combating the fhadowc of 
Popery, where the Proteftant religion is- efta- 
blifhed; and declaiming againft good vvorks> ib 
an age which they uftially reprefcnt as- abound- 
ing ill every evil work. 

But there is another fpecies,, or rather a flighter 
degree, of Quixotifin, which proceeds mei-cly 
from the mimetic dilpofition of mankind, and 
is perhaps more common in the world than is 
genei-ally imagined. What I mean is, a defire of 
imitating any great perfonage, whom we read 
« of in liiftory, in tlieir drefs, tlieir manner of 

life. 
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life, their moft indijfTerent aftionSj or their moft 
trifling peculiarities; efpecially of thofe who, 
by living in fome diftant age of the world, have 
acquired a kind of- venerable heroifm to' their< 
diarafteri And there are few people, I believe, 
fo feverely rational, as not to have fome flight* 
tiafture of this harmlefs frailty, or, as the wife 
men of the world would call it, this ridiculous ^ 
aifeaation. 

Indeed, life itfelf would be infipid, nor could' 
Human-nature fupport itfelf upon merely ra- 
tional ple^fures, did not fancy enlarge our fphere 
of enjoyment ; not only by giving an additional 
glofs to the moft fubftantial objefts, but alfo * 
by ftamping an imaginary value upon the moft 
ttifling ;, which by that means, whilft the novelty 
lafts, frequently become the fource of die moft * 
exqujfite delight. 

I remember a gentleman of the Houfe of Com- 
mons, a man of' great learning and fine tafte ; . 
who, having been particularly converfant in the 
Englifh hrftory and antiquities, and whofc fond- 
nefs for the paintings of Vandyke had given 
Mm a relifh for the drefsofour ancient nobi-- 
lity, indulged himfelf (when at his country 
ieat) in the humour of wearing fhoe-ftring-s^ . 
ialkad- of flioe-buckles; and a cdlar-band, in- 
D 6 fiends 
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ftead of a neck-cloth ; and in feveral otlier an- 
tiquated cuftoms r which he would gravely de- 
fend, by arguments of convenience and propriety^ , 

I alio knew a man in the Univerfity, who, 
having read at how great a price the eartheiv 
lamp of Epiftetus was fold after his death,, and , 
flattering himfelf that the implements of his 
iQcubrations might be valued as- curiofities by^ 
pofterity, determined to renounce the ufe of 
candles (as a modern invention), and, like that 
Philofopher, tolludy by a lamp; which, to his^ 
utter confufion-, he happened to over-turn, and 
fpilt a confide; able quantity of oil upon an hand- 
ibmc folio, which he had borrowed of hh tutor. 

Nay, a whimfical gentleman^ within my me- 
mory, took it into his- head,, that, infteadof ^ 
night-cap, he would fl^ep(Hke the ancient he- 
roes) in an iron, helmet, which adorned his hall; 
till one night it unfortunately fell oiFhi& head,^ 
and demolilhcd his chamber-pot. 

Thu5 Mr, Wiklgoofe, in imitation of our pri- 
mitive Reformer?, and thofe other worthies in 
the frontifpieces of thofe books of the laft cen- 
tury with which he. had been lately converfant, 
who wore their own hair according to the fafhion 
©f the times; that he might refembk- thofe ve- 
nerable inen^ even, in his external appeaiance, 

Mr, 
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Mr. Wildgoofe, I fay, lince his retreat from the 
world, had fufFered his own hair to grow for 
foine months: though perhaps there might alfa- 
be fomething of convenience in this- at firfl:^ to 
avoid the Ttiiperiinence of his officious Barber ; 
who, whilft he was- working the lather into hi» 
flubbed hair, would take upon him to infinuate 
Ibme fociable advice into his patient ; which was 
more irkfome to Mr. Wildgoofe in his^ prcfent 
gloomy fituatioH^ even than the rough inftru* 
ments and heavy hand of this ruftic operator. 
This alone therefore would have been. a fufficient 
reafon for his omitting to be fhaved^ and nourifli* 
ing his own- hair ;. which^ though it was now 
thick enough to keep him warm, yet as it did not 
extend below his ears, he made but an uncouth 
appearance to thofe who had been ufed to fee him 
in adecent periwig. But to proceed in our flory- 

e H A P. V. 

^r. IVUdgotfe and kis Friend Tugwell frJly fortHy 
in ^eft of Spiritual Adventures,. 

pARLY on: Thurfday morning, then, in the 

Whitfun-weck, Mr. GeofFiy Wildgoofe forr 

fcok his downy bed ; and, rejecting that artificial 

covering; of the head, called a peruke,, jull 

finoothed 
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iinoothed his locks with his fingers, put on a 
plain blue coat^ with a black plufh waiftcoat and 
breeches, and, with a few guineas in his pocket,, 
iffued fbrth, in queft of fpiritual adventuresi 

7 he harmlcfs red-breaft, with his folitary 
note, began to>break in upon thje ItUlnefs of the 
dawn, and, from the fwect-briar that grew round 
the lattice,, to interrupt the gentle flumbers of: 
Jtremiah Tug^vell, when Mr; Wildgoofe ar- 
Tived under- his wladow>; and, by the- fignal 
agreed upon, fummoned him to the place of ren- 
dezvous. J6rry foon appeared at the cottage* 
gate, in his fhort jerkin (being f(M»ewhat' be-- 
twecn a coat and a waift-coat), his jelly-bag 
linen cap upon his head, with his oaken ftafF un- 
der his arm, and his wallet on his flwulden 

Wildgoofe delivered to him a couple of.fliirtv 
a fnwll Bible, and two or three pious manuals,/ 
which were to be. the companions of his pilgri- 
inage. Tugvvell hovyever (who was a happy* 
compofition of flefh and fpirit), having fome re-- 
gard to the body as well as tlie foul, had the 
precaution, which W41dgoofe wanted, to thruft 
privately into his wallet a • good luncheon of 
brown bread, and fome .GloucefterfhircL cheefe;. 
which clandeftine conduft it is not reco«dcd that 
Wildgoofe ever thought proper ^o rcfent* 

The 
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Tlic fun had hardljr appeared above the hori- 
zon, when the two pilgrims turned their backs 
upon their native village, making what fpeed 
they could towards the Gotfwold-hills ; to avoids 
meeting any of their neig^ibours, whofe curiofitjr 
might retard them in their progrcfs; . 

In about two* hours, . they reached the brow 
of the hill; when Mr. Wildgoofe^, making am 
halt, to take breath, looked' round upon thq 
country below them.. The fun had now begun t 
to exhale the dews of the morning ; which, being: 
thinly difperfed through the air, gave a charm- 
ing frefhnefs' to every^ objeft that rofc to their 
view.. There was an extenSve profpeS of the 
rich vale of Evefham, bounded at adiftance- by 
Ae Malvern hills. . The towers and Ipif es j which . 
Bofe amongft the- tufted trees, were ftrongly il— 
kiminated by the flopingrays of^ thefun : and 
the whole fcene was enlivened by the mufic of 
the "birds; the. refponfive notes of the thrullies- 
from- the neighbouring, hawthorns^ and the 
thrilling ftrains of the Iky-lark, who, as (he 
feared towards the heavenSj feemed to be chanting 
forth her matins to the great Creator of the uni- 
vcrfe. 

Wildgoafe was toudied with a kind of fympa* 
thy: and a ray of true devotion darting into his 

• foul^ 
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foul, he broke out in the wprds of Milton, widi 
whom he had been much converfant — 

" Thefe are thy glorious works, Parent of good^ 

** Almighty ! Thine this univerfal frame, 

" Thus wondrous fair^ Thyfolf how wondrous then ?^ 

" Unfpeakable ! who fit'iVabove thefe heavens, 

^^Txyus invifibIe,.or dimly fcen 

** In thefe thy works j yet thefe declare 

*' Thy goodnefs beyond thought, and powc • JivineJ' 

After a little paufe, " Jerry,'* fays- he, (ad- 
dreffing himfelf to Tugwell) " 1 am ahvays- 
" charmed wii h this- fine profptfti though I have 
" viewed it- fo many hundred times/' — " Yes,'' 
(fays Jerry, who was- llipt behind his mafter^ 
•* one may foe — a- number of miles here — that'«' 
** fartain'^ — " I doii't think the beauty of a? 
** prpfpcft depends upon the number of mile* 
^ one may fee," fays Wildgoofe,. " but upon 
^ die number and diftinftnefs of the objefts^ 
<* and the richnefs of the country." — " Wh)V 
" yeSj" fays Tugwell, "tobefure — the vale— 
'^ is rich land — and moft- of it — worth forty 
** lliillingan acre — but^then — it's plagAjy. dirty— 
^^ in the winter.'*' 

As Tugwell was going on, Mr. Wildgoofe 
turned about, and found that the breaks in his 
^eech were owing to the regular whiffs whicll 

be. 
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h took at his pipe. For, whilft Wildgoofe was 
engaged in contemplation and foliloquy, Jerry 
had been employed in ftriking fire to fome 
i touch-wood, which he always carried in his to- 
bacco-box for that purpofe; and had juft lighted, 
and was puffing with violent efforts, his fhort 
pipe. « Ah ! Jerry," fays Wildgoofe, « I find 
^^ thou art not yet weaned from the vanities "of 
" this world. Thou art not content with the- 
** heavenly manna of meditation, but ftill lufteft 
" after the garlic and flefh-pots of Egypt."—- 
^ Why then, Matter Wildgoofe, is it any fin to 
" take an harmlefs pipe of tobacco ? I don't" 
" think finoking now and then is contrary ei— 
" tlier to the Law or the Gofpel." — " Jerry," fays- 
Wildgoofe, ^* I don't think fmoking tobacco 
"• abfolutely finful : for ta the good,, all things. 
" are good, if they be received with thankf- 
" giving." — " Then, belike, one ought to fay 
" grace over a pipe of tobacco r*' fays Jerry • — 
" r don't fay that," replies Wildgoofe ; " but 
" I'll venture to fay, that one ought not to take 
^ any fort of pleafure, for which one cannot. 
^ return God thanks. In fliort, Jerry^ I am- 
" afraid thou haft got fuch an habit of tickling* 
" thy palate with fomething ftrong, that thou- 
" canft not eafily do without it ; for which rea*' 

^ fqn. 
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** ion thou ougbteft to break, it off at once."— 
Jerry, who was a littk nettled at being inter- 
i^pted in what he thought lb innoeent an enjoy-i 
raent, cried out, " Well, well, I loves a pipe; 
" and, thank God,, can afford to buy. an lialf- 
^* penny-worth of tobacco: and I would not 
** leave it ofl^if the Bifhop himfelf, or evenMr.^ 
•* Whitfield, were to preach againft it. In 
^ fhort^ Mafter, if fmoking a dry pipe be a fin,, 
^ God ferul u» fe«ne good liquor !: which is all 
" that I'll fay about the matter J' 

Wildgoofe. fheokhis' head,, and began to fear 
tftiat Tugwell was only half a convert; buti 
thought it was beft not to exafperatc his fellow- 
traveller, or difcourage him by too much feverity 
^ their firft fetting out: he therefore dropped 
the difpute, and ' trudged onr at a round witefoa 
feme time, 

CHAP, v: 

Tiigweil meets with a perilous Adventure. 

^^ H'E twOr friends^ now proceeded on their- 
journey; Mr. Wildgoofe .occafionally in«- 
Gulcating fome wholefome doSrine into his dif^- 
ciple, and Tugwell fumigating the air with the 
iqicenfe of his ,tp.bacqo» 

Thc)^ 
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They had travelled near two miles witJiout 

any occurrence worth recording ; when, on a 

fudden, they heariat a diftance the chearful cry 

of a pajck of hounds^ accompanied wich the mufic 

of French-horn^. As they trudged on, the found 

approached ftiH nearer and nearer-; and at lait 

they were furprized with the appearance, not of 

four or five fox- hunters, as 'might be expc£ted, 

but of four-fcore or an hundred horfe-mcn, upon 

full ipeedi. The- cafe was,.L6rd 3 — of Net- 

tii^hamfhire had taken a feat upon the Cotf- 

wold-hills, for buckr-hunring ; and had that* 

morning tun^' out a fine ftag, which the- 

hounds had pnarfiied? with great eagernefs, and 

probably ovcr-nm the fcent ; for, coming to a 

V?all, they were now at a ftand, and gave^ th^. 

whole company an opportui^ty of coming taa^. 

rendezvous. 

I have obferved, there is hardly a man amongft 
the vulgar peoplcj^ but aflfcfts to be a fportfman, 
:ind that would not think it as great a difgrace 
to be thought a coward, or deficient in courage,, 
as void of tafte or ignorant of the terms pc-*. 
culiar to the manly exercife of hunting. 

Accordingly Tugwell, though his. .fedcntarjL 
occupation had permitted him.tp be but little 
©Jinyerfant with field-fports, or the ple.afures of 

tJiA 
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the chacc, yet was ambitious- of being tbouglit 
a fportfman. And, feeing the dogs at a ftandy 
lagged behind Mf .- Wildgoofe (who walked on> 
wrapped in- meditation) to wait the event. At 
laft, in the mldft of a furze-brake, Tugwell fpied 
the head of fome animal ; which his»imagina-^ 
tion immediately reprefented as th&- brandling: 
horns of the flag. And. now, fired with ambi- 
tion, and making fure of the applaufes of the 
whole field, Jerry waved his hat over his head; 
and, with the utmofl vociferation, in the fox* 
hunters' language,. cries- out,.**' * Tallio L Tallio!' 
** Tallio !" The. huntfman underfteod him, and 
immediately drew off the dogs* towards his bawl- 
ing monitor; when, to his great vexation,.andt 
Tugwell's utter confufion, up flarts a-fwinging- 
jack-afs,. whofe long ears Jerry, miftook for the 
horns of the ftag*- The jack-afs, with his 
hideous braying,, put to flight the huntfman's 
courfer-;: who, however, was wheeling round, to 
reward Tugwell for his intelligence with the> 
difcipline of a horfe-whip. And many of the 
gentlemen being how come up, and difappointed. 
of their fport, and fufpefting that Jerry had. 
cbne it out of fun, were fiirrounding him in 
great wrath, and threatened to be the death of 

*-QuaG, Tall-obol 

hinu 
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lim. Poor Tugwell threw himfelf upon his 
knees ; aiid with one liand flouriftiing his ftaff 
to guard ^his head, he extended the other to fue 
for mercy : but -expefted every moment to fall 
a facrifice to the Vage of tlie vociferous ftag- 
hunters. At laft, one of the gentlemen, wTio 
faw thefe affairs in a lefs important light, turned 
it off with a joke, and difmiffed him, in the 
polite phrafe (being a mixture of real com- 
paflion and affefted profanenefc) — *' D-mn the 
" fellow ! let the poor devil go about his bufi- 
« nefs." 

Tugwell took them at their word, and gather- 
ing up his fteps With great agility, and without 
looking behind hinx, foon joined his friend Wild- 
^oofe ; who, wrapt in contemplation, was ad- 
vanced a^confiderable way before him, having 
not given the leaft attention to what was going 
on— but upon Jerry's .relating to him liis danger, 
and his efcape fi?om it, Wildgoofe immediately 
ftarted from his reverie ; and, in the firll tranf- 
ports of his zeal for his friend, was determined 
to attack thefe fons of Nimrod with the thunder 
^f his eloquence. But, luckily for them, they 
were by this time gone off many furlongs ijiipur- 
fuit of their game, and €ut of the reach #f- 
Wildgoofe's rebukes. 

He 
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He therefore contented himfelf with fending 
|>ious ejaculation after them, and with rep 
jinanding Tugwell for his officious inapertiflenc 
recommending to him a *' more fimple and ur 
*^ form conduft for the future, and not to e 
^^ tangle himfelf again in the vain aniufemenfe 
■** a carnal and wicked gen^ation.** 

C H A P. VII. 

^i natural EffiSli af Hunger aHdTatigws* 

^npHE two pilgrims had now ^moft reach 
the plain called DoverVhill, whwe t 
iscvel was to be held : but, as the (port did r 
l>egin till the afternoon, and the Tun now beg 
-10 wax troublefome, Jerry propofed rafting unc 
an oak, that caft an inviting fhade near the fi 
of a wall; and opening his wallet, be.produc 
a large fragment of a brown loa^ and cheefe 
^proportion, the reviving odour of which p 
Wildgoofe in mind of his breakfctfl : for hithei 
he had not beftowed a thought upon that artic 
nor on the means oif procuring it. 

« Now, Mailer,'' quoth Tugwell, « if y 

'^^ had trufted to Providence, and I had i: 

** brought fome bread. and chede.in my Avail 

•<* what would your Worfliip have done for 

z " brea 
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** breakfaft ?" — " Hold thy prophane tongue f 
T€plics Wildgoofe : " this is not a difficulty which 
*^ requires the interpdiition of Providence, But 
" whenever, that is the cafe, I am certain of hi« 
^^ affiftance : and God-often makes thofe his in- 
"** ftruments, to bring about his gracious defigns, 
^' who intend nothing but their own pleafurc ; 
" as I fuppofe thou didft, Jerry, in bringing thy 
" bread and cheefe in tbywallet^^ 

After making an hearty though dry break- 
faft (for hi^ precaution did not extend fo far 
^s to provide drink as well as food), Jerry*g 
fpirits having been exhaufted by his early rifinj, 
long walk, and the confternation he had been 
iin from .the huntfmari*'S whip, he threw him- 
felf at length upon the turf; and was foon got 
into a world of hi« own, fnoring rnoft pro- 
foundly* 

Mr. Wildgoofe at firft pulled out one of 
his little manuals, and began to read : but he, 
^ing likewife a little fatigued, foon yielded to 
the demands of nature, and followed his fellow- 
traveller's example ; where we fhall leave them 
»to their repofc a little, whilft we" enquire what 
cffeft their departure had upon Mrs. Wildgoofe 
4md E^ame Tugwell, whom they left at home. 

CHAP. 
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€hara5fer of Mrs. Wildgoofe. And the Perplexify 
occaftomd by the Elopement cf Mr. JVildgooJe and 
TugwelL 

TV/f H'S. Wilclgoofe was a woman — tliat wore.ii 
'^^'^ white hood— and brcakfafted upon fage- 
tea — which particularities, and the principles that 
gave rife to them, were the diftinguifhing ftroke« 
of her chara£ler. Por, in every inflance;, Mrs. 
Wildgoofe (like a .fenfible woman) preferred con- 
venience to fhew, and always facrificed any 
prefent pleafure to the future eafe and happinefs 
of her life. .Accordingly, in contempt of mo- 
dern fafliions, and to guard againft the tootk- 
^ch, fhe .continued the venerable farfenet Iiood, 
which was the mark of gentility in the days of 
"her youth; and fhe drank fage-tea, rather than 
indulge herfelf in the delicious flavour of hyfon 
or Congo, at the expence of her health, which 
ihe found afFefted by that more agreeable be- 
verage» 

Mrs. Wildgoofe had a truly maternal fondnefs 
for her fon ; and was difappointed in not having 

him 
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him as a conftant companion at her meals, and 
her hours of leifure from her domeftic bufincft4 
But, as ftie was fenfible that he was at prcfcnt un-* 
der a wrong influenc^e, Ihe forbore to exafperatc 
his malady by oppofition or teazing expoftula-^ 
tions* She was no ftranger (as we obferved) to 
her fon's frequenting Tugwell's houfe, to the 
company he kept there, nor to the manner in- 
which he entertained them ; had heard of his at- 
tending the Methodifts meeting at ■■ < ; and 
had frequently intended to confult with Mr, 
Powell, the Vicar, on that fubjeft. But though 
Ihe was afraid this religious caft of mind was 
rather the efFeft of melancholy than of any ra-* 
tional convidtion; yet fhe thought it was the 
moft iniiocent turn his diforder could take ; 
the dram-bottle or other vicious indulgences 
being too frequently the fad refuge of fuch un- 
fociable mortals in their folitudes. And as hia 
motions had of late been fo very irregular, and 
he frequently walked out at the garden-gate veiy 
early into the fields with his grey -hound, and 
breakfafted at his own hours ; fhe took no notice 
of his abfence this particular morningt 

But Dame Tugvvell, though Jerry had been 
often as early as this at the labours of the ftrap, 
ind was frequently whiftling and finging, to 

Vol. I. E the 
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the difturbancc of his neighbours, before fun* 
rifing— yet Ihc regularly fummoncd him at 
eight pMock, from his little ftall near the houfe^ 
to partake with her of a warm breakfaft ; but 
not finding him this morning at his ftation (if 
I may ufe that expreffion for want of a better), j^ 
(he had made diligent enquiry amongft her j^ 
neighbours without fuccefs. At Uft, it came j^ 
into her head, that Mr* Wildgoofe and he had 
been more frequently together of late, than 
they ever ufed to be before* She, without 
much hefitation, therefore, repairs to Mrs.Wild- 
goofe's, to enquire if he had been there this 
morning* Upon being anfvvered in the negative^ 
and alfo informed that MnWildgoofe had not 
been feen that day (though it was now much 
later than he had ever been abfent before), both 
flie and Mrs. Wildgoofe began to be greatiy 
alarmed**-" I will be hanged now," fays Dame 
Tugwell, " if thefc two have not fome fyarf 
^^ . in their brain : I have obferved his Worfhip 
** and our Jerry always whiipering and laying 
** their heads together of late : and whenever I 
f * -came near them, they were as mute as-a fifli 
" foriboth. For my part, I never liked all this 
^f preaching and praying: there is no occafioii 
'* forit; is there now, Madam Wildgoofe ? If a 
6 <fbody 



^* body does but Aeep onis church, and does one's 
^' beft to live, and pays every one his own, I 
'' do not fee what elfc is required of us.** (This 
Bie faid as knowing Mrs. Wildgoofe's opinion 
:>i the matter.)—" But what crotchet can be got 
'* into their heads now ?** continued Dorothy* 
'* Mafter Wildgoofe has been fo malancoify of 
^* late, to be fure he would not go to fuch a 
" place as Dover*s meeting:- for, elfe, our Jerry 
" has been talking of xht/poft there two or three 
^^ times within this day or two — but what 
" fhould Jerry do there now, unlefs he puts in 
*' for the lilver fpoon, that is to be grinned for ? 
'^ However, I fliall hear of him, if he is there- 
** about — and I will lock up his beft waift-coat 
•* for the future ; and make him know, he fhall 
** not run about {pending his money at this rate 
^' without my leave." 

Mrs. Wildgoofe, as foon as the volubility 
of Dame Tugwell would permit, delired her 
*' to make herfelf eafy about her hufband ; that, 

if he was gone with her fon, flie would pay 
** him for his trouble, and be anfw erable for his 
^' com'ing to any harm." — " No ! God forbid !** 
quoth Dorothy, " for I am but a poor helplefi 
"woman, you know, Madam, lince my poor 
" Jofeph went for a foldier ; and now if my 
E z «< hufband 
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« hufband fliould leaye me too, what will be- \ 
<< come of me ? Times are lb hard, and monejf ^ 
^' (o fcarce — and I can earn but one poor | 
" cighteen-pence a w^eek ; and that is but a finall -; 
*^ matter to keep a body, you know, Madam.'* • 
•Dorothy was running on, like the flyer of a • 
jack, AVhen Mrs. Wildgoofe defired her to be 
pacified, ordered her fome vifluals, ^d left 
her. 

When Mrs. Wildgdofe was alone, however, ' 
fine began to be very fcrioufly alarmed for her 
fun. She could not poffibly guefs what projeft 
he was engaged in. She was at firft inclined 
to fend her old fervant to Dover's-hill, which 
Dame Tugwell had mentioned, that Ihe might 
be fatisfied whether he were gone thitlier or 
iiot : but immediately rcjeftcd that defign ; as 
ihe was convinced young Wildgoofe, in his pre- 
fent ftate of mind, would not appear at a public 
meeting of that kind^ 

Whilft fhe was in tliis perplexity, Mr. Powell, 
the Clergyman of the parifh, came in, as he 
frequently did in the morning : who, being in- 
. fornjed .of the affair, immediately faid, " he 
•* fhould not be at aH furprized to hear that 
^^ Mr^ GeofFry w^as gone, fome where or other, 
f^ after thefe Methoclifts ; for he was well af • 

"fvired, 
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fured, he had been preaching up their Puri- 
tanical notions amongfl: hrs neighbours for 
this half year; that lie liad lent two or three 
of their Journals about the parifli^ and had fre- 
quently attended aft itinerant Preacher at 

(though it had been kept a fecret from Mrs. 

Wildgoofe, as he imagined), I liavc ofteti 

had a niind to talk to Mr. Geoffry on this 

fubjeft'^ (continued tlie Vicar) — " but you 

know, Madam, he has of late avoided me J 

and indeed tliere is no reafoning with people 

who refer you to their own fnward feelings ; 

which you can no more deny, than they can 

prove : and who take for faceed the wildeft 

fuggeftions of their own fancy," 

Mrs. Wildgoofe knew what Mr. Powell faid 

) be very true, and could not tell what to think 

f the matter: but as her fon's conduft had 

3r fomc time been fo unaccountable, (lie 

bought it in vain to form any conjeftures about 

t ; fo waited withpatience for his return, which 

he expefted every hour. But in that poor Mrs. 

iVildgoofe was greatly difappointed. 
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CHAP. IX. 

Proceed towards Dover^s-hill ReveL 

np H E two fellow-traveller's were left, um 
a fpreading oak, taking a comfortable r 
together. Wildgoofe*s high Ipirits, howev 
would not fuffer him to doze long : but, havi 
rouzed his companion, they were now movi 
on towards the fcene of aftion, refrefhed fr< 
the fatigues of the morning : which refre: 
ment proved by no means unfeafonable in i 
fequel. 

Mr. Wildgoofe, being intent upon his adv( 
nirous undertaking, that of preaching for 1 
firft time to a mob of holiday clowns at 
i-evel, moved on in profound filence. A 
though he did not think any premeditation i 
ceffary, as he depended upon fbme fupernatu 
power to give him utterance; yet he could i 
forbear anticipating, in fome meafure, the in 
dents which he Ihould probably meet with 
this occafion, nor avoid recolle fling how 
genloufly Mr. Whitfield fpiritualized every c 



cumftance attending his miniftr^tion. 
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Thus when he was to preach from the ftarting- 
i poft at Northampton, for inftance, " He took 
I " occafioa to fpeak home to their fouls, con- 
I " cerning our fpiritual race *." And from the 
j windmill at Bedford, "He exhorted them not 
I ** to be carried- about by every wind df dbc- 
I " trine * ;" and the like. So Wildgoofe was de- 
viling with himfclf how to allegorrze the dif- 
ftreait athletic exercifes, which were ufoJtlly 
praftifed on thefe ocdafions, and apply tliem 
to the beft advantage. 

To the wreftlers, he intended to preach up 
the neceffity cf Jir'i^gglhigzg^ivi^ flefli and blood ; 
a^gamft the vfiC>rld arid the Devil ; and alfo fre- 
quently to wreftle with God in prayer, as Mr*^ 
Whitfield fo often did. 

The cudgel-players, he thought, he tmghr 
aptly enough exhort to bruife and " brea^ the 
" bead of that old red fcrpent" Ae Devil, as 
St. Auftin calls him : and to guard thcftnfettres 
againft ev^ry attaci of their fpiricual aatagi* 
nifts ; and the like. 

Thfey proceeded therefore in filent meditatioa 
for fome time; till at length T^well took the 
liberty to expoftulatc a little witli his mafler 

^ Cominuatioa of WlucdeM 'S Jot/rxuip p. xo6, &c. 

£ 4 upoa 
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upon the fiibjeft. " Pleafe your Wprfliip," fays 
he, *^ I have been thinking about tliis fame 
" preachment of ours, which we are now going 
** about: fince we are almoft got to the place, 
** methinks my heart begins to fail me a little. 
" To be fure, it does one's heart good, to hear 
" your Worfliip preach — and talk about jufti-* 
'* fication — and preflination — and reperbatiorty 
" and— and — generation, ^ndjich like — in our 
" chimney corner — ^^in an evening : for then, 
" as one may fay, we have nothing elfe to do, 
" and nobody to contradift us. But here, when 
*| folks arc got together, to make merry; that 
" is, to break heads, and to kick fhins, and 
^' fich as that ; methinks, they will hardly have 
" time to hear us preach : and mayhap they 
" may only laugh at lis, for talking about re- 
** liglon at fuh a time as this — or belike may 
^f pelt us with drrt or horfe-dung, and ftck 
«« as that." 

" Ah ! }txrj^^ fays Wildgoofe, " have not I 
** told thee, how Mr. Whitfield has preached to 
*^ twenty thoufahd people at a time, upon Ken- 
*^ nington Coxmon ; where (as he affures us 
^\ himfelf *) he was frequently attended by four- 

• Vide Journal. 
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^* fcore coaches, and ntimbers of horfes ; and 
" yet all was huflied, the moment he began to 
" §)eak— their hearts were melted ; they would 
" have plucked out their eyes, and have given 
" them to him ; they crowded about him, hug- 
" ged, and were even eager to falute him* I 
" But be that as it may, Jerry ; I am determior 
" ed to difcharge miy duty ; and fliould think 
" myfelf happy to fuffer in fo glorious a caufe.*— 
" The true Saints have often moft ardently 
" thirfted after contumelies, derifions, and other 
" inftances of perfecution."- — " Well, well ! 
" Mailer, God's will he done TV fays TugwcU ; 
" I did but fpeak — not that I am afraid of any 
" one, for my part; nor would uot turn my' 
« back to the bfcft man in. Glo'fterftiire.^'— 
" Well, do not be too confidem,neither, Jerry ;' 
" remember the violent profeffions of St. Peter:' 
" and yet he was found deficient in the time - of 
*^ danger. — ^Wc muft truft in the -Lord, and take 
" the fword of the fpirit ; but, if we confide to 
" our own ftrength, and to carnal weapons, ive 
**" may find ourfclvcs dcferted in the day of 



•** temptation." 



* Journal* • • ^ 
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C H A P- X. . 

Mr. Wildgoofe^s firft Harangue. 

'TPHE Y now approached the place of rendcz- 
vous, where the revel was held ; which wa^ 
a large plain on the Cotfwold-hills. Their ear$ 
were faluted with a confufed noifc of drums, 
tnunpe)ts, and whiftle-pipes : not thofe martial 
founds^ however, which are heard in the field of 
battle; but fuch as thofe harmlefs inftrunients 
emit, with which children amufe themfelves in a 
country fair. There was a great number of 
fwains in their holiday-cloaths, with their bdtf 
and iilk handkerchiefis ; and nymphs in ftraw 
hat$ and tawdry ribbands, flaunting, Pgling, an4 
coquetting (in their ruftic way) with as much 
alacrity as any of th^ gay flutt^ers in the 
JJan. 

A ring was formed about the wreftlers aud 
cudgel-players, by the fubftantial Farmers oa 
their long-tailed fteeds, and two or tree for- 
lorn coaches fauntering about with their vapouriflx 
poflTeffors : who crept out from their neigh- 
bourii)g feats, to contemplate the humoyrs of 

thefe 
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Acfe auk\¥ard ruftics, and wafte an hour of their 
tedioui fndnth in the afuntryy where (as a 
grtsit * mdcferfi dbfervfes) " fmall matters /erv0 
" ft>r amu/emeni.^^ 

WiWgoofe arid his fhe'itd Jerry^ making but a 
flnall figure in thk huiliorous affembly, were at 
a lofs how to draw the attention of the iiiulti- 
ttJdc. As they had made a dry break faft, and 
had drank nothing the whole day, jerry afked 
hi* diidler^ " Whether it were any fin^ to call 
^ for a pint of ale, at^^A a time as this ?" So, 
#itfi Wildgoofe*s cbnfent, they went to one of 
die booths, and were refreftiing themfelves with 
the forefaid potation, when the company be- 
gan to divide; iand proclamation wafe made, 
thftt a holland fhift, which was adorned with 
ribbands, and difplayed on a pole, was going to 
fee nUA fdt ; and fix young women began to ex* 
hibit themfelves before the whole affembly, in 
a drefe hardly rccOncileable td the rules of 
decency. 

•< Nice people have b^en obferved to have 
" the gfoffeft ideas." And perhaps fuch chaflc 
teen have the moft unchafte conceptions of 
Aingi. Be that as it will ; Wildgoofe no fooner 

» Life of C, Cibber. 
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perceived that myftcrious veil of modefty^ thft 
hoUand fmock, thus rudely expofed to public 
view, and thefe young women prepared to en- 
gage in fo loofe a divei-fion, than he fonnd 
his wonted zeal revive ; and mounting upon an 
inverted hamper, near the booth, he beckoned 
to the mob, crying out, 

** For Heaven's fake, my Chriftian brethren, 
« if you have any regard to the health of your 
** fouls, fhun, as you would the pUgue^ thefe 
*^ anti-chriftian recreations ; which are utterly. 
" inconfiftent with tlie holinefs pnfcribed in the. 
** Gofpel, and are poi/on to your future ex- 
-<« peSations." 

The people, feeing a, man of a tolerable ap- 
pearance thus exalted above the crowd, and 
preparing to harangue, began to ftare, and to 
enquire of each other what he would beat! As 
they heard imperfeftly the word healthy and; 
more words of a medicinal tendency, the pre^ 
vailing opinion was, that a mountebank was 
going to difpenfe his medicines, for the benefit 
of mankind ; and Tugwell's wallet was fuppofed 
to contain the fovereign packet of the learned 
Doftor. Mr. Wildgoofe however foon unde* 
ccived them, by addreffing the crowd in the 
Apoftolical ftylej though he had not yet ac- 
V. -quired 
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qflircd the true Bm ton of Golpel lingo of Mr, 
Whitfield and his aiTociates. - 

^* Mcn,~ brethren, and fellow-chriffians ! You 
" are here aflcmWcd to keep holiday ; that 
" is, to ikcrifice to the Devil : to perform the 
" moft agreeable fervice, which you could pof- 
** fibly devife, to that enemy of mankind. 

^« This feftival is called Whitfuntide, and 
^ was appointed to commemorate the moft fo- 
" lemn event recorded in the annals of our' 
" religion ; namely, the cfFufion of the Holy 
" Spirit upon the primitive Apoftles. But, in- 
** ftead of being filled with tlie Holy Spirit,' as 
^* the Apoftles were, you are filling yourftlves 
^* with fpiritous liquors and ftrong drink : with' 
« the fpirits of geneva ; with Ejiglifh ipirits, 
*^ and foreign ipirits, and what not ? 

** Qh! noy brethren, confide'r what you are 
" about: is this renouncing the Devil and all* 
<* his worics ? Is this defpifing the pomps smd 
*• vanities of this wicked world, and refifting' 
^^ the finful lufts of the fiefli } The very pur- 
•* pofe and. intent of this ungodly meeting is di- 
" reftly oppofite to your moft folemn vow at 
** your baptifm. Inftead of guarding yourfelves 
^ againft the attacks of your fpiritual adverfary ; 
<* igfte^d of bruifing the head of that old ier- 
7 ^* pent. 
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<<, pent, the Devil ; you aie bteadinig otie sno* 
'^ ther's heads with. cudgels and qtiarttr-^aflft; 
<« inftead^ Wfeftlkg ajgatnft fldh and bloOd^ 
<< you are wreftling with and fupplantimg one 
<^ another. So far from renouncing the ponij;>s 
<^ and vanities of diis kicked wodd^ ycm ar6 
** running for holkad fmocfcs, and makitg^ 
« provifi(m for the lufts of the fleih. 

•* Ah! my dear country-wotiien ; yxm Aat 
^ are fo folicilous for thefc tcrreftrial gartnetit;s, 
*^ thcfe gafments fpotted by the flefh ! tet me 
•* befeedi you tO' labour after the ccleftiai robes, 
^^ the ipiritual decoratioiis and faint4ike ortla- 
^ naents of piety^ medwefs, andchaftity': anff 
** not to fet your hearts upbn fuch pirofiintf 
^< tracings at pink rtbbands and h^OnA 
^ finocks. 

" Indeed, what ufc wiH you matoe <rf thbfe 
*^ tawdry Ihifts^ fhould you gain the prize ? I 
** Uuih to anftrer fuch t ({uefibn. Thcy tttay 
" mute a poor smirty like the fig^eav^i of 
*^ Eve, to cover the nakednefs of your bodies} 
^* as oar good Work» do the nakednefs^ of Ou)^ 
<< fouls. Bat uatefs you are ctoathed with % 
•< belter righteoufnefs than your own, you Will 
U hereafter be firipped bare, and be expoibd lH 
^^ the deri&Hi df men aiiid angela — ?' ' 

From 
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Frem the fecret coanexioQ which this fubjcft 
had with generation, Mr. Wtldgoofe was in- 
fci^bljr flidii^ into the nature of regeneration^ 
2fid the new-birth ; and was going to explain 
fomc of the naoft myfterious doftrinesof Chrifti- 
mtf to theie nnnily difciples t when a good Or- 
thodox Publican, thinking hi* craft was in danger^ 
cried out, ^* Odzounterkins ! lift up the {mock t 
^ Come, my maids ! ftand ready for the fport !'* 

He was i^conded by a fhrewd young Carter 
(with a filk handkerchief about his neck),, who 
CDiild not but laugh at the familiarity of Wild-t 
goofe's coo^arlfons : and thinking alfo that thia 
harangue would ^oil the diverfion which they 
were now intent upon, he threw the rind of an 
orange at the orator's head. Another leveled a 
piece of horfe-dung (with an unlucky dexterity) 
exaftly into Tugwell*s mouth, as he flood liften- 
ing with a conceited attention to his mailer's do- 
^ence* Their example was followed by a great 
part of the company ; who, as Jerry had foretold, 
bqgan to bombard them fo furloufly with clods 
of dirt and horfe-dung, that Mr. Wildgoofe was 
fbon forced to difmount from the top of his 
l)Bmper. And cMie of them, tilting up the form 
on which Tugwell was exalted, laid him fprawl- . 
ing in the mioiilare^ occafioned by the i^allng of 

horfcs^ 
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liorfts, or Ipilling of the liquor} where he lay 
wallowing for fometime', being falutcd with fe«# 
veral bumps and joftles in contrary direftions; 
which prevented his emerging from the flippcry 
foil. ' 

- in fliort, Wildgoofe thought it advifeable to 
preferve himfelf for a more favourable opportu- 
nity « wherefore, lifting up and difengaging his 
fellow-labourer, they drew off from the field of 
battle^ amidfithe toud fcofis and exulting fhouts 
of the unthinking multitude; Wildgoofe only 
exprcffing his compaffion for them by a fignifi- 
cant {hake of the head, and crying out, *' Poor 
f^ fouls ! they know not what they do/' And 
Jerry, when he was got pretty well out of their 
reach, bawled out, " Ay I ay ! parfecute on— 
" parficuteon — parfecute ^^ parfecute! Youhave^ 
*• the heft of it in this world ; but we Ihall be 
" even with you in the next." 

Thus unfuccefsfully ended Wildgoofe's firft 
effort towards reforming the world ; which, how-^ 
ever, fo far from diffcouraging him, only ex- 
cited his zeal : and he thought himfelf extreme- 
ly happy in being counted worthy even of fo 
flight a perfecution ; and defired Jerry " not to 
^^ be difheartened, for that they fhould meet with 
'^ better fucccfs, when God Ihould think fit to in- 

<^ clinc 
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'^ cline the hearts of his people to liflen to tlieir 
** admonitions." 

Tugwell (who was a Ikrle difconcerted by the 
tad fuccefs of their firft attempt) anfwered, 
" that he did not doubt but God would bring 
" eveiy thing ^bout in his own good time; but," 
fays he, " perhaps the timp is not yet come.'* 
And having a great defire (though he did not 
J care to fpeak out) to return to his own chimney- 
corner, faid, *' Suppofe, Mafter, we were to g(>> 
** and try firft what we can do witli the men^inr 
" the vale. And now, I don't think there was^ 
" any body at Dov^r's-hill that knew us ; for 
" I did not lee one foul of our town, and I know 
" they are all bufy in hay-harveft : fo thatwB 
" might flip home again at night, and nobodjr 
" be ever the wiier.'*' 

" Why, Jerry," fays Wildgoofe, with^ Ibmef 
wamkh, ** doft thou think me fuch an appftiatc f 
'' what ! to turn back, as fobaas I have put tnj 
^* hand to the plough ? Noj Jerry, you may 
** do as you pleafe; but I will this night make the 
" beft of my way towards Glbuceffcr, where 
" Mr. Whitfield was born, and. firft preached 
** the word ; and I make no doubt but I fhal^ 
" there find a little flock at leaft ready to rfi- 

Thk. 
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This gentle rebuke had its effect upon Jerry ; j 
and he found his fpirit of travelling begin to re- \ 
vive. He told his mafter, therefore, " he fcorn- } 
** ed to forfake him ;'* and^feid, " When he had 
** wafhed his face, which was a little fuUied by 
** his fall, he fhould not value what had hap- J 
" pened, of a rufh. But,'' adds he, " if it 1 
*^ were to do again, I would have had one bout j 
** With the cowardly dog who tilted up the ^ 
<• fonn.'^ ^ 

Wydgoofe exhorted his friend to Chriftian 
patience, an^ to return good for evil; and fo 
they trudged on for fome miles, without any 
other adventure, 

C H A P. XI. 

Armigerorum Laudes ;, oTy a Fan»^ric m Ef^ 
quires^ b^thandpu ani modern. 

'^ XX/'HOSE houfe is that,** (faJd I to 
fome labourers on the London road) 
" with a little cupola on the top, zxki a*n«nor* 
" mous lengtSi of Chinefe rails before it ?'*— 
*^ Squire Sliapely the Londoner's,*' fays one 
of the labourers^— -^^ Yes," (fays another, with 

aji 
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an arch leer) " he was a London Taylor ; but 
" lias got a little money, and has built a fine 
" lioufe ; aud is now a Juftice o' peace, and a 
" Squire.^^ — Such is the ftyle and title, tafte 
and (Economy, of your London Efquire. 

A country Squire is a gentlen^an in a remote 
province; who refides conftantly at the man- 
fion-houfe of his anceftors, which he keeps in 
tolerable repair, makes a new pair of gates, and 
builds a fummer»^houfe at the corner of his gar- 
den. Relying upon his filver fpurs and a tight 
boot^ he makes one attempt towards gaining a 
rich heirefs : but not fycceeding) he marries his 
maid, gets an heir to his eftate, dies, and is for- 
gotten. ' . 

He vifits the metropolis once in his life-time ; 
and tak€$ up his quarters at the Ram in Smith- 
field : goes to vifit his old aunt, from vfhom he 
has gres^ eacpe&ations ; who, for the credit of 
tbe family, makes him put on a fword, which 
gets between his legs, and abnoft over&ts him* 
Be therefore walks through Fleet-ftrcet in his 
boots : a {harper joftks him into the kennel; 
another ihatcbes his whip from under his arm^. 
under pretence of revenging the affront, and 
makes clear off with it : gives five and fix-pence 
for a pair of buck^ikin gloves, doubk-ftitched ; 

returns 
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returns into tlie country, with a terrible iden of 
the extravagance an^l tricks of the town ; and 
(though a conftant dupe to the knavifli cunning, 
of his tenants, and the exorbitant gains of a 
country fliop-kecper) detefts every thing that" 
bears the name of London,* except**' the London 
" Everring-Poft," and tlie London carrier that' 
brings him clown a baiTel of oyfters at Ghrift- 
mas. Now this fort of man is* your country 
Efquirc '*. 

. From thcfe inftances I infer, that Efqulres 
are of various kinds; and that an Efquire, in- 
the modern fenfe of the word, is a being, in his' 
definition, his exiftence, and his oeconomy, to- 
tally dillinft from the Squires of antiquity*. 
The race of Squires, whofe utility to the world 
in general, and to us diminutive authors in par- 
ticular, I wifh to celebrate, were, in their ori* 
ginal, Jrmigirij or Scutiferi ; that is, armour-^- 
bearers to ibme ancient hero;, and from thence 
. transferred into modern rtalcs and romances, in 
which every Knight has his Efquire. Such was 
Automedon to Achilles, the faithful Achates to 
^neas, Sancho Panza to Don Quixote, and. 
Ralpho to Hudibras, Now, as the Squires of 
tiie heroic ages performed thofe inferior offices 
^ A cbva£ker now almoil ibrgotten in EnglancU . 

of 
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of life, which were beneath the dignity of the 
hero himfelf; drove his chariot, bridled his 
horfe, or ran on errands,^ and the like; fo in 
mock heroics, or familiar romance, the Squire is 
frequently the vehicle of low humour; or the 
iiibjeA/of fuch praftical jokes, as would too 
much degrade the folemnity of the Knight-errant 
himfelf. Thus Sancho Panza is toiTed in a 
blariket ; whilft good epic rib-roaftings, and he- 
roic knocks on the pate, are referved for the 
ooble Don, his mafler. 

And as poetry and romance is, or ought to be^ 
an imitation of real life; the like fulx)rdina- 
tion of charafter is frequently to be met with 
in company, and the converfation of the world. 
An Efquire, in this view, is a gentleman of an 
cafy fubmiifive temper, of moderated appetites, 
and patient of injuries ; who afts an under-part 
in life, and ferves as a kind of fhield to proteft, 
or a foil to fet off^ the principal cha rafter. 

Every perfon of any diftinflion is accordingly 
furrounded by his proper fatellites or attendants 
of this kind. My Lord has his Dangler, who fe- 
cures him a proper deference amongft flrangers, 
by fetting the example himfelf. The Bifhop 
has his Chaplain, who, at putt or all-fours, lets 
his Lordihip name the trump. Nay,^ every 

Squire 
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Squire In the modern fenfe of the word has 
a Squire m the Ancient fenfe, who attends hiiH 
on all occafions, in the fhape of an hunting 
Parfon^ a nominal Captain, or a pacific Lawyer; 
wha fhiclds him from the vehemence of his 
brother Juftice's wit ; or a£ts the dwarf in un* 
derftanding, whenever his Worfhip is difpofed to 
fhincf or to be witty himfelf; or explains his 
jokes, or defends his paradoxes, as the occafion 
happens to require. 

I might proceed to fhew the fame convenient 
fubordination of charafter in every rank of life} 
but this would be lob great a digreffion from 
my purpofe, which was, only to fhew the uti* 
lity of this race of men, in works of this 
kind ; and to intreat the Reader to confider the 
Squire as a lawful reprefentative of the Knight, 
or rather as a Mirry Andrew to our Spiritual 
^ack ; and diat, if Tugwell is not only " witty 
" in himfelf," but " the caufe that wit is in 
<« other men" (as FalftafT fays)— if he utters a 
facetious thing, or receives a kick on the breech- 
let it be placed to account, as fo much wit 
and humour in the authoi-; which he could, 
with the fame eafc, thougli not with the fame 

propriety, 
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propriety, have transferred to Wildgoofc himi- 
felf, l^is principal charaSer. — 
But to proceed in our hiftorjr. 



CHAP. xn. 

Mr. Tf^iUgpof^s bofpltable Reaptim at the Houfi 
if an Orthodox Clergyman; andJhe Event of a 
Difpttte. between them* 

Tf^HE two Pilgrims had now proceeded near 
feven miles from the place of their lucklefi 
atchievcment ; Wildgoofc rejoicing that he was 
counted worthy to fufier for religion (as he 
thought it), and Tugwell confoling himfelf with 
the hopes of better fuccefs for the future; when 
they arrived at an obfcure village on the fide 
of the hills, a little before fun-fet. They 
were dire£ted to a neat public houfe, by a fmall 
fign — whofe device it required fome Ikill in 
hieroglyphics lo decyplier. Tl^ Painter had 
probably intended it for the, Red Lyon ; but fome 
ambiguity, which arofe from an injudicious mix-* 
ture of the lights and fliades, gave it rather the 
appearance of a Shoulder of Mutton. — When 
they entered the houfe, they found it pre-occu- 

pied 
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p^led by a very fobcr party ; confifting of at 
Excifeman, a Grazier, the Parfon of the pariih| 
^nd a Mole-catcher. 

Mr. Wildgoofe inquired of the Landlord, 
«* whether he could furnifh them with a bed ?" 
Inftead of anfvyering his queftion, the Landlord 
(according to cullom) aiked him, ** which way 
*^ they were travelling f" This not being to the 
prefent purpofe, Wildgoofe defired an anfwer to his 
firft queftion. MineHoft told him, " theirs 
*^ was but a by -place, and no great thorough- 
** fare, and that they had feldom any body lay 
" there : but, however, when his Dame came 
** home (which fhe certainly would do before 
"^ midnight, as Ihe was only gone to a merry- 
*' making in the next parifh), he would fee 
" about it; and he did not doubt but they 
^* could contrive to lodge them, though," fays 
he, ** we have but one room, where I and my 
^^ wife lie ; but then we have two beds in it.^ — 
<< Well, but what will you plcafs to drink, Sir t" 
continued my Landlord. 

Our travellers being a little difconcerted at 
this account of my Hoft's "accommodations; 
Wildgoofe enquired, " How far it was to' Glou- 
« cefter ?"— « To Gloucefter, Sir? Why, you 

« arc 
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^^ arc out of your wajr to Gbucefter, but bow* 
^^ fmtver wc call it twelve miles; and, I be- 
^' licve, it is pretty good tneafure : do not you- 
" think it is, Mafter Pottle ?" This Was tlic 
name of tbe honeft Clergyman; to whom mine 
Hoft appealed, by way of commencing a conver- 
fttion between him and the travellers; as talk- 
ing together is generally an introdudion to ' 
di inking together, which it was his intereft to 
prpmote. But Mr. Pottle, being conljcious of 
the impropriety of his prefent lituation, and 
that he muft appear in a low light to a ftranger 
of a tolerjtble figure, as Wildgoofc wa«, afFefted . 
to have no connexion with the company, but* 
to be employed in fomc ufeful meditation. In- • 
fiead of regarding my Landlord's appeal therefore, > 
he affumcd all the dignhy he was poffeflcd ofy - 
inflated his cheeks, and puffed out whole vo- 
lumes of finoke, which being reverberated by 
the low roof, he foon filled the houfe with the 
fumes of his tobacco. 

As the Doftor did not vouchfafe them an an- 
fwer, Wildgpofe had now given his attention 
to a common fubjeft of difputc, wWch was car- 
rying on between th« Grazier and t;he Excifc- . 
U^an; the former of whom had afferted, "That 
" if a man happened to buy an horft, which 

Vql. I. F -<* war 



1 



^9 THE SPlRlTTJAi tiJIXXOTH, 

^^ was Uuchii in ike wind, or had aiiy other con* 
^^ cealed defied ; it was no harm, to put him off 
<^ again, without difeovering his {tuxhs.^-^Ai 
this difpute bore feme relation to the precqits 
of religion, and feemed to concern Wildgoo&v 
who had taken upon him the office ef refonn- 
ing pernioous principles and corrupt praftices; 
he could not forbe'ar interpofing^ ^nd haviog 
been ioritittlf a iknzn logician '(a» was ob« 
fervedinthebe^nningof thi»hiftory); after ex« 
prelling his concern, ttet fuch a pra^ice fhouU 
bear a difpute id a Chriftian eeuntry ; he fakl, 
*< that moft controvwrfies were peiplexed^ for 
<' want of fisttling precifety the ^uefHon in de- 
^ bate^ and keeping ftridly to the tenns. Ht 
*^ begged kaye therefore to reduce tHe dispute 
^^ to ^ &^owi^ * argument, or iyllogifticat 
<♦ form, as it is called^ 

<« All cfaeati^ng is iinftd : 

*^ The putting «ff an unfounA herfe fer a 
^* found one is cheating : Therefore, 

*« The putting off an unfound hodfe fdr a 
•* found one is certainly finfiaL** 
Hfere the Do£kor^ taking the pipe from kil 
fneudi, o^idd not fefbeor putting in ki^ verdift. 

• TImoi^ d>e|| dtCfSfCt-hvjBRa^ hemung, tfaofe that hgn M 
A ie»rBe4,cdu£auoa mc f«fi4 caotth of difplmiog it. 
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« Oh ! ho ! Sir," fays he, << I fiud you Have been 
** bred at the Univerfity, . Negatur minor : I deny 
" your fecond propofition, ^ That putting off 
^* tti unfound horfc, in afair^ is properly cheat- 

* ing, in tht popular fenfe of the word."— *^ Look 

* you there now," fays Wildgoofe ; " this is 
•• the common method of diiputing : you beg 
^ the queftion — and have alio changed the tenns 

* of tfie propofition upon us ; and put words 
" mto the premifes, which have nothing to do 
" with tjie conclufion. If we were to be go- 
" verned by popular opinions and popular prac- 
** tices, we ftiould loon have no more honefty 
^ amongft us dian we have religion."—^* Reli- 
" gidn !'" fays JPottle ; <f why, to be fure, it is 
" a very profligate age that we live in ; and 
" die world is over-run with infidelity, herefy, 

** and enthufiafin ; and the Church never was ] 
" in fo much danger from Atheifts and Seftaries 
** as at this day.** 

^ Sir," feys Wildgoofe, « I apprehend thft 
" Church's greateft danger is from the careleft. 
" lives and degenerate principles of its own 
" members"—" Come, come," replies Pottle, 
" we will not dilputc about religion in thi^ 
^' place* And, as I am afraid my Landlord CM*' 
^ not very coihmodiouily lodge you ; rather 
F 2 * <^ than 
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*' than you fhould be diftreffed, you (hall be i 
" welcome to fuch a bed as I can give you, at : 
" my lioufe." ' 

Tliough Wildgoofe recoUcftcd what hadpaffcd 
between him and the Parfon of hi* own parifli; 
and was a little apprehenfivc of being invplvcd 
in fome controverfy with, apcrfon whofe pro- 
fcffion would probably lead him to combat 
his prefent opinions, and difcourage him from 
the undertaking in which he was now engaged; 
yet he could not refuSfe fo kind an offer, cfj^ecially , 
as it was now too late for them to think of go- 
ing further that night. He therefore thanked 
the Doftor for his great civility ; and, attended 
by his trufty friend, accompanied him to the 
parfonage-houfe. 

As they were 'going out of the houfe, my 
Landlord's curiolity prompted him to whifper 
Tugwell, and afk him, " Whether he and his 
** fellow-travellers did not deal in corks i ^ Or 
<^ perhaps," faysu he, in a low voice, " you have 
'^* fome run goods in your wallet, to dilpofe 
<^ of."—" No, no," replied Tugwell, « my 
** mafter is no fuch perfon as you take him 
" for : he is a getitleman, that is heir to three 
<< or four hundred pounds a year^ ,and " fcorns 
** to fell any thing. But no matter for that; 

«Ifliali 
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I fhall not tell our private matters to every 
**^| ^ fool that alks- mc. No, no, I underftand 
*' travelling better tlian that comes to.*' 

CHAR XIIL 

fFhat happened at the Parforii Habitation^ 

TV/TR. Pottle had now brought his twcV 
guefts to his own houfe; and, fending 
Tugwcll into the kitchen-, took Wildgoofe into 
•a tolerably neat pariour. Hi« elbow-chair llood 
ready for his reception ; and Iiis Tunbridge^ware 
tobacco-di(h, with fome fcr^lps of paper folded 
up for the ufe of his pipcv ^vere placed upoa 
the table. There were feveral old news-papers 
Jying in the window, and a fingle pifture of 
Capdiwi> Fleury hung over the chimney-piece. 
'■ Mr, Pottle was- an hale man, of about five 
and fifty ; was a batchelor ; and all his dome- 
fticks wer«, an elderly houfe-keeper and a man- 
fervant about his own age. His charafter will 
Sufficiently appear ifrom the evening's conver- 
-fation. 

Pottle had a cloth laid for himfetf and Mr. 

Wildgoofe, -who ate pretty heartily of a cold 

fboulder of i|iutton- and Qucumbcrs ; and Tug- 

F 3 well 
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well was very happy in the kitchen, with a jug 
of good liquor, and the remains of what came 
out of the parlour. 

After fupper, Pottle filled his pipe, and began 
to beat about and inveftigate what fcheme Mr. 
Wildgoofe was engaged in ; what was his bufi- 
nefs. at Gloucefter ; and how he came to travel 
on foot. As Wildgoofe defpaired of converting 
a man of his y«arj and profeffion^ whof<^ princi- 
ples were probably fettled for life, he i¥a6 at firft 
a little upon the referva, and evaded the hints 
Pottle had thrown Out in regard to the inteih 
tion of his journey. 

Pottle then begaii to make ^une apology for 
being feen in an ale-houfe ; and, that his gueft 
ini^ht not fo^e£t it was his \|fual cuI^osq, he 
faid, f^ as the paribnage-boufe was fo far from 
'< the diurch, he had gone thither to wait fgr 
*^ the funeral of a poor man, that di^d three 
^^ miles off, in an hamlet belonging to his pa- 
** rifh. But,'* fays he, ^* they know my mc- 
** thod ; that if they do not come by fix o'clock, 
** I would foo^w l^ve the corpfe in the church- 
•* yard all night, than buiy it. And fo^ I fup- 
•• pofe, they have deferred it till to-morrow.'' 

« Why,'* replies Wildgoofe, " I believe, diC 
w poor country people ar# very tro^lcfooje 

<* upon 



* Upon thcfe occafions : but their ignorance i^ 
^ mdierto be pitied, than blanied. They fancy 
** it a mark ^f refpeia to their dccestfed friends^ 

* to keep them above ground as long as poffi- 
^ blc."— " Yes," fays Potde, "and don't care 
** what inconvenience they put us to, for the 
^ fake of theu: ridiculous humour; which can 
^ be of no fcrvice to the deadJ*— " Why, to 
^ be fwre/' fiiys Wildgoofe, " it is of no great 
^ coiifiiqt]eac«> vhat becomes of dte A^f/Vi t>f 
^^ the deoeafedL B«tt yet, I tliink, one (hould 
" condtfcend a little to the fci-upks (and even 
" 10 tlie weaknefle$) of cur brethren^ in indif- 
** fecmt Ai^gSi,; C!§>ecially if our doing othcrwife 
^^ tmy probably prejudke theca agaiuft us, aA<t^ 
^ prevent our beii^ of fervicc to them in thok 
i^ more iniportant concerns* I own, if I were 
^ aClergyjnaa> I fliould confider myfelf, in 
^^ foaae sneafiare^ as the iervant of the puUic ; 
** and Aini myfelf obliged to bear with tlieir 
" humours, in foine degree, rather than forfeit 
" the good opinion of my parilhioners.V 

** Sirj," replies Pottle, with fomc warmth,. 
^* whateter opinion a parcel of ignorant countfy 
" bumpkins may have of me^ FU never fubrait 
^* to their unreafonabte prejudices and fuperfti^ 
*^ uoest A ]^k of rafcals ! the more you hu- 
F 4 ** mour 
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*' niour them, the more- they will impofe upon 
" you. If they have any thing to complain of, 
" let them complaln.to the Bifhop ; but I'll do 
** my duty as to the cure of foulsy and let them 
^' go and be hangW !" 

« Pray, Sir," fays Wildgoofe, « (if I may 
'/ take the freedom) what do you mean by tlie 
** cure of fouls?" — " By the cure of fouls? 
" Why, I mean, burying the dead — baptizing 
*^ children, and marrying — and — and — reading 
*^ prayers, and preaching, and the like."— 
*^ VVliy, as to burying and marrying," replies 
Wildgoofe, " thofe funftions feem rather to be- 
^* long to the care of the body, than to the cure 
" of fouls. And as for preaching (though I 
** don*t doubt. Sir, but your doftrine is an ex- 
*> ception) yet, from what I have obferved from \ 
" tlie generality ViF preaching, whatever be- \ 
^* comes of our fouls, Chriftianity cannot long ^ 
" fubfift amongft us, unlefs it fhould pleafc 
" God to fend fome better labourers into his 
^* vineyard." 

Upon this. Pottle flew into a perilous paffion; 

took the pipe from his mouth, ftartcd np from 

his chair; and, advancing towards Wildgoofe, 

" Sir," fays he, *< what ! do you affront me in 

, ** my own houfe ? I am afraid you are a Pref- 

*^byterian: 
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'* bytcrian ; or, what is worfe, one of thofe Me»- 
" thodift}?, than ramble about the country, un- 
" fettling people's minds, and prejudicing them 
** againft their proper pallors^ — a pack of rafcals ! 
■* who are a reproach to toleration. — But, S-S-S- 
" Sir,** lays he — ^Though Pottle was eloquent 
enough in his pulpit, where nobody contra* 
difted him; yet, having naturally fome impedi- 
ment in his fpeech, it fhewed itfclf upon the leaft 
oppolition. Being therefore in great wrath with 
Wiklgoofe, his choler almpft choked him, and 
he could hardly utter his indignation intelligibly. 
But, cocking up. his tobacco-ftoppei; on his little 
finger — " I'd have you to know,: Sir," fays he, 
" the cli-ch-ch-church has po»-po-powcr^ — I fay^ 
.** the cli-church. has po-power to pu-pu-pn- 
" punifhv fuch r~r-r-rafcalsr— I fay, the ch-chr 
." church has po-power — ** Jufl as he was ut-r 
tering thefe wor^s, and was retreating backwards 
feom Wildgoofe, who was got up. to pacify him, 
he happened to tread in a fmoking-box filled 
with leaves^ and fell flat upon his back — bawling 
out and reiterating, " The church has power,'* 
fo loud, and in lo angry a tone,^ that. Pottle's 
man (who, together with his Houfe-keeper anc} 
Tcgwell, came to liften) threw open the parjour- 
ioor; a^d feeing^ Wildgoofe ftanding over his 
► ^ F 5 '^ - mafter/ 
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The moon Ihinlng very bright, and the^e 
being but little night at that time of the year, the 
two Pilgrims purfued their journey, taking the 
.firft road they could find, which pointed to- 
wards Glouccller, They had travelled near a 
mile, and were now got into a very dark lane 
(by die lide of a wood) that led: down the hill 
,on which the village flood. The gloominefs of 
the fcene, and the ftillnefs of the night, in a 
ftrange place, raifed in Tug\yell fome ideas of 
. terror, which (nbtwithftanding his perfonal va- 
, lour in rencounters and at fifticufFs) he had in 
his youth been greatly fubjeft to* And though 
he pretended novv to be al)Ove thefe childifli 
fears, yet he ftuck very clofe to his mafter; 
and, with an affefted bravery, began to fifh 
out Wildgoofc's opinion about ghofts and appa- 
ritions. 

<« Some follTs now,*' quotb Jecry, «^ would be 
'« almoft afraid to walk by themfelvos, • in fuch 
<< a dark lane, at this time of night. But I 
« don't fuppofe there is zxrf Jich thing as fpirits 
*« now-a-days— do you think there are,. Matter 
«< Wjldgoofei" — " Any fuch thing as fpirits! 
** Jerry ? Why I believe there are no more walk 
«* by night, than there are by day : aiid I am 
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.*^ partly of the fame opinion with a great man *, 
." who (ays, * That goblins and fpirits. have 
^* really no more to do with darknefs thail with 
^* light ;'. and accounts for our terror on. thefc 
" occafions from what he calls * the affociatioA 
« of ideas."^" Yes, yes,'' fays Tugwelly " I 
•" remember tht/odation in the time of the 
*^ rebellion; our Squire would not yS^/^/^."— 
** No, no, Jerry, what I mean, is the joining 
** things together in our fiancy ; fo tliat when 
^* a child is told, by his nurfe, of ghofts ap- 
" pearing by night, he fhall never be able to 
** feparate the notion of fpirits from that of 
** darknefs, as long as he lives. 

," But though this may account for that par- 
** ticular kind of terror, yet certainly the f^nft 
** of our being off our guard, when alone in 
" the dark, and ignorant what enemies we may 
" be expofed to, muft neceffarily make us ap- 
" prcbenfive of danger upon thofe voccalions. 
" So that, let a man have never fo clear an 
"head to feparate ideas; yet I think it almoft 
^ impoffible to be equally calm and eafy in 
" darknefs and folitude, as wc are in the open 
«• daylight;' 

* Mr. Locke. 

Tugwell 
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. Tugwell was as ftili as a rooufe during this cll(- 
Qonrfe of Wildgoofe^.ihoug^ hedid odi \lllde^ 
Aaod a word that wasiind*. 

« Aa- fccdicrcb«ng.any fuch thing as tpkitl: 
" in one feafc," coatinued Wifc^oofe, " no ofie | « 
•* that is- nM an Athcift can d^iiy. tliis : but i 
*< though'.pcrhaps, before the times^ of C2mfli*- 
** anity,. Pvoviikncc- might think it neccflary. 
^ moife fmpiently to inteipofe,^ by. pcrmittirtg. 
** the Ytfiblc appearance of fuperior.bei^% upon 
^f important occaficns; and though I am cofi- I 
** vinccd the Devil has-ftill as- real an infliicncc 
^ oyer the fouls of Hien as he had then; yet 
*' you may take itfor granted^ J^i^y> that evety. 
^ ftory . which yo« ever heard of their vifiblc 
^ appearance is an impofture,. aad, . if more 
** nearly inquired i«to, may be accounted for 
" from natural means;, taking its rifS, either 
*< from the interefted defigns or terrified ima- 
** ginations of wicked or weak people.^-^1 my- 
•^ felf remember, when I firft went to the Uni- 
** verfity, I lived in a large chamber, hung, with ^ 
^* green baize;, the bed was placed iaafort 
^ of rece&, feparated from the' difung-i^^Kxn by 
<* two large, folding, doorsj which wwe thrown 
« open, when I went to bed, to make it -more 
^ airy, I happened onceta wake about mid- 

" night:: 
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'* night t and, it being ftar-light^ faw, on tlicr 
** further fide of the rooni, a tall figure in. 
^< white, near fix feet high^ Jx feemed to hav^- 
** a fipiare cap or itsfhoulden, but was without: 
^ an head J* — *^Lord have mercy, upon us !*•* 
^fays Tugwelly laying hold on. Wil4goofc"j. 
Ikirt) "yes, without arheadl So my grand- 
*< mother ufod to -fey^ that gho(H commonly do . 
•* ajq)ear without a head" — "Well,** continues. 
Wildgoofc, '^though Eufed to laugh* at- things^ 
^ of this kind^ I could not. account for- this^ 
*' dreadful phaenonienon,. The more I* ftarcd.' 
^ at it^ tiie more I was convinced it was ibme-t 
•< thing reaU Afters laying fome time,. and muf— 
*^ tering up my courage, li leaped out of bed,. 
•* determined to unravel the myfteryr-when lo !. 
** I embraced: m; my arms^, a^ white furplice,, 
«* which a fcholar of the houfe,. having left ih. 
^ my room after evening prayers, had hung 
*^ upon.asbrafspeg^ overvwhich Lhad fuipcnd-. 
^ ed my fquare cap, fiKii as they wear in thc; 
** Univerfity*** — ** Yes^ yes, youVitremkardc^^. 
^^ I have, heard of them,** fa^rs TugwelU 

•* Thus, I'am conviaced^,would'every ftory oi^ 
^ apparitions have ended,** fays» Wildgoofe;., 
** if the feared' fjpeftator had had refolution 
^ enough to examine it to the bottom.** 

« Why, 
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" Why, to be fure," fays Tugwell, *^ appa- 
*^ ritions are not fo comnioQ ncw-a-days a« 
"they were ia foj;mcr timesv But I remeni- 
.^ ber,. when I was a boy,, father had been to 
•* fetch die midwife,, upon your grandfather's 
^ mare,, old White-foot,. She was as good a 
** fervant as ever went upon four legs; yojar 
** grandfather- bought her of oU Simeit Per- 
" kins."—" Well," fays WiTdgoofe, " proceed 
'" with your tale." — '^ It was a very dark night," 
continues Jerry ; " and father was riding by 
" a lone uninhabited houfe, at tlie end of a 
" clofe lane, as this, n^ay be, when* he faw 
^^ Jhange lights, in every window.. And when 
"• he came into tlie middle of tlie lane, vaft balln 
-" of fire rolled along under his horfe's feet : and 
^* then the Squire's Lady,' who died in child-bed*, 
« drove along in her coach and fix, with her 
" child in her arms ;;and — andc — the Cotch-maa 
" (it is j5?r/fl'/« true) the. Coachman was w^ith** 
" out a»headr— and" — As Jerry was going on 
with his terrible ftory, bounce came liis foot 
againft . fometliing ; and down he tumbled a: — ft 
over head; bawling out, " liord have niorcy 
" upon me L 1 have tambled over a coffin !"— 
*« Blockhead !" cries. Wildgoofe, ^* why, thon 
"wilt talk, fa long about. ghoft% till thou ait 
3 ** frightened 
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PF'I 

s 'A " frigh tended at thy own fhadow," Jerry how- 

?m-i ^^^^ (ftrange as it was) happened to be in the 
tgi "g^f- and the Reader will cafily guefs at. the 
^r)§ ^"f^ ^f ^^^'^ * (hocking indecency : it was the 
J J very corpfe which Parfbn Pottle had been wait^ 
ing for, of a poor man who died at the extre- 
mity of his parifh ; and his furviving friends, 
willing to take a decent leave of the deccafed, 
had continu(2d. drinking till after fix o'clock; 
when, bringing him to the bottom of this hill, 
and recollefting that Mr. Pottle would cer- 
tainly not perform the laft office that nighr, 
they had left the coffin there, to the terror of 
poor TugAvell and the aftonilhraent of his 
friend *• 

They were now come into the open plaia 
again, and travelled a good pace tiH towards 
break of day ; and Tugwell pretended to know, 
by the courfe of the ftars, that it was near three 
o'clock ; and, as his zeal^as not quite fo aftivc 
as his matter's, he began to complain of fatigue 
and want of fieep. They therefore made to- 
wards a barn, a little out of the road ; which 
being locked, they were forced to repofe them- 
felves upon fome ftraw under a flied, where 
however they flept foundly for fome hours- and^ 

* N. B,' A rcil faa. 

rifing 
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"rifing grcariy rcfrcftred about eight o'clock, pro*^ 
cceded Ott titeir journey ; Jerry, according to 
truftom, reminding his maftcr to lay in a good 
breakfaft at the £tft {mbli^ houfe uj^n dit 
toad. 

CHAP. XV. 

77fg EveiU of Mr^tVUd^oopt £econd Harangue^ 

T'N the afternoon,'when they were got withiit 
a Few miles of Gloucefter, at a genteel houfc 
near the end of a village, tliey faw almoft the 
whole parifli affembled in tile court, ta fee a fet 
of morrice-dancers ; who (this holiday-time) 
dreffed u|> in bells and ribbands, were perfonning 
for the entertainment of the family, and of feme 
ieompany that hgd dined there*. Wildgoofc 
thought this a proper opportunity of difplaylng 
Tiis eloquence^ and conmiunicated his intention 
to his fellow-traveller.. But he, having not fo 
foon forgot the ill fuccefe of their yefterday*s ad- 
venture, would have diffuaded Wildgeofe froiU 
making a iecond attempt at fo unfeafonable a 
junftune ; and faid, moreover, ** diat^ for his 
** E«% he loved to foe people merry at ficb a 

^tim^ 
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ri " time as this ;" but WiUgoofc (oon fiknctd 
ti his fcruples ; and he being by this time ftiffi^ 
ciendy conrinccd of his maftcr's obftinacy, im- 
mediately got amongft the. morrice-daaoens, and 
acquainted them with his intention* As diey 
were no Grangers to itinerant ora:tors in that 
country^ they fuipended their diverfion for a 
whUe, and got round the Preacher; who^ by 
this time^ was mounted upon ibme fieps, and 
began^ to lK>kl forth, with great vehemence^ 
againil: all feftivat amuiements^ ^ contrary to 
the ferioufl fpirit of the Goipel ; and partioilarly 
againft diofe irregularities whicl^ were pradifed 
at revels ^nd WhitTun-ales. This doArine, 
being rather ill-timed, was not much reliflfted by 
a great part of the audience^ who foon begjan to 
be impatient of the intcrrujJtiQa which was givct^ 
to their entertainment. 

Tho& who are acquainted with this * fort of 
'^ morrice^ance (which is ftill praftifed in feve- 
jral parts of England) muft know that they are 
ufually attended with one charafter called the 
" Tom Fool :" who, like the Clown in a Pan- 
tomime, fcems to be a burlefque upon all llie 
reft. His fool's cap has a fox's tail depending, 

^ A corruption of Morifco djuice, probably introduced from 
Sf»ii by John of tiftuot. 

like 
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like a ramillie whig; and inftcad of the fmall 
bells which the others wear on their legs, he has 
a great fheep-bell hung to his back-fide, 

Whilft the comfiany therefore were all atten- 
tive to the Preacher, this buffoon contrived to 
flip the fooPs cap upon Tugwell*s head, and to r^ 
Hx the flieep-bell to his rump. Which Jerry 
no fooner perceived, than his choler arofe, and', 
fpitting in his hands, and clenching his„fifts, he 
gave the Tom Fool a fwinging blow in the face. 
The Fool, having more wit than courage, en'- 
deavoured to efcape amongft the eroud. Tug- 
well purfued him in great rage, with the flicep- 
bell at his tail ; the ridiculous found of whichj. 
forming a fort of contraft to the wrath in Jerry's 
countenance^ caufed a great deal of loud mirth 
^mongft the company. 

Wildgoofe, now finding it to no, purpofc to 
continue his- harangue, affifted in extricating 
-Tugwell from the throng, who had now formed 
a ring round him and the Jack Pudding r and 
.reprimanding him for his want of ChFiftian 
mceknefs, he bade him follow him, and " fl^akc 
** off the duft from their feet," according to the 
language of our^ modern Apoftles, when they 
would decently extricate tliemfelves from any 
uncommon di:fficulty. They piow therefore puc- 

fuei 
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fucd tlicir journey, without any further molefta- 
tion. 

Wildgoofe told Jerry^ ^* they had hitherto in- 

*^ deed met with but unchriftian-likc ufagc;** 

but comforted him with the affurance of meeting 

with a more friendly reception, when they fhould 

arrive at the Bell at Gloucefter (where Mr, 

Whitfield was born) ; " for,*' fays he, " where 

" a true Gofpel-ipirit prevails, the genuine fruits 

" of it are. Peace, Joy, Brotherly Love, and 

" Chriftian Charity." Jerry replied, " that a 

" cup of good ale woulcji be the greatefty^ to 

" him at, prefent ; for riiat he was very dry.'* 

Wildgoofe however would not take the hint, nor 

flop till they arrived (early in the evening) at 

the ancient city of Gloucefter. 



END Ot^ BOOK 11. 
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BOOK III. 

M l II ' > ^ ' ; ' ■■ 

G H A P. I. 

Mr. WiUgtoJis Riteptieu tn tbA BtU at Ghu* 
ceftery the Birth- fJm if Mr. WhitfiMi 

IT had been the cuftom of Mr. Wildgoofc, in 
any little excuriions which he had formerly 
made, whenever Iw came into any city or confi- 
derablc town, to inquire (like other travellers) 
into the trade and mannfadures of the place ; 
or what curiofities, of art or nature, were wor* 
thy of a ftranger's notice* But, in the prefcnt 
lituation of his mind, he had loft all relifh foi 
things of that kind : inftead therefore of making 
any obfervation upon the lituation, buildings, 
: or 
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oir aQtiqottksi of Gloucefter; or being in Ac- 
leaft fttack witk the beauty of ka cathedrd^ and 
the remarkable lightncfs of its Gothic tower ; 
Mr. Wijdgoofe coofidered it is iia other light 
tliaa fts the birtb-phce of Mr. Whitfield^ and 
iiQBKdiately enquired for the Bcll*Inn* 

Whea th^ arrived under die gate-wajr, the 
baveller* addreffcd thcmfelves. to a Waiter (who 
vm carrying^ a difh of Scoteh-coUops inta a 
parlour ^fcro& the court), and aiked^ •* Whe- 
** tiicr tliey c&iM h«?c any lodgings there ?*• 
He, funreying them wirix a conten^ptuous air^ 
did not vouchfafb them an aniVvser* 

They thca af^Iied to a. fort of ScuUion^ who 
(IBS. dbing fome i^dgery near Ac kitchien* She^ 
SBekig two people about her own fa3Tel^(a&flie 
thou^t), %oke to the Cook, wha, after Ibme 
DMCtering ezpoflulations;, went to her Mifbre& 
behiwl the bar, and aiked her^ " wkcthcr ftie 
" would' lodge two foot-paflengersk'* MVs» 
WhitfteM, being; o^agod wkh cmipaay,^ rofe* 
\sf with fixne relufbaoce, and came to the win- 
dDTf of die bar; where ^>yiogtwo fuch dufty 
figures^ her ufual polkeiie& to ftvaager^ 6»(bok 
har*i^<« Hey-day !** quoth fbe>, <* lodgings in- 
^* dBed<! yes, to be fiire; becaule S<p»ret Field-- 
" ing, forfootli, in that romancing Itadb.ofi his^* 
f ** pretends 
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** pretends that Tom Jones was harboured here, 
s** we ftiall be peftered with all the trampers that 
•* pafs the road." 

Wildgoofc was thunder-ftruck at this nnchrif- 
tian-like reception. But Tugwell, who, on the 
firft appearance of fo fine a lady, had flood with 
his hat o^ now replaced it on his head; and 
reperting her words, " Trampers indeed!— I 
** 'Would have you to know," fays he, " his 
<• Worfhip could have rode upon as good a 
** gelding as any one in the country ; and could 
** have mounted me too, for that matter ; if it were ^ 
** not more like good Chriftians to travel on foot. 
, ^ But I thought folks that keep an ale-houfc 
*^ were obliged to take in all comers." — ^< Keep • 
** an ale-houfe ! you fawcy jack-an-apcs !" fays 
Mrs. Whitfield, who had not much Chriftian 
meeknefs — " you have miftaken the houfe ; you 
" fhould have gone to the Bird in Hand, in. 
*^ Tripe Lane. There perhaps you jtvould find 
" reft for travellers, luch as you." — ** Well, 
** well. Dame," fays Tugwell, "there is no 
^\ harm done; if you won't lodge us, I fuppofc 
*< there are others that will, and be glad of our 
•* cuftom. Trampers indeed ! I think Mr. 
** Whitfield might have preached you into better 
*^ manners." 

CHAP. 
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C H A P. lU 

An hsfpttabU Barber accommodates Mr. TVilclgoofi 
with a Lodgings and a Piace to preach in. 

'T^HE two Pilgrims were a little cUfconcertcd 
at this mortifying reception, and at a lofs 
how to, proceed. And though Wiklgoofc had of 
late affefted to defpife all worldly diftinftions, 
and to make light of external refpeft, the con* 
fequence of them ; yet he was a little fliocked at 
this unforefeen efFeft of his voluntary humilia- 
tion, and almoft began to wifli that he had 
travelled in a manner more fuitable to his fta- 
tion in life. 

As they were deliberating what courfe to tak^ 
Wildgoofe efpied a Barber's pole ; and reflefting, 
that perhaps Mrs. Whitfield, being ignorant of 
Us enlightened heart, might be fcandalizcd at 
thefrowfy appearance of the outward man, re- 
folved to get rid of his beard, have his hair rc- 
frelhed, and his cravat a little decently adjufted* 
He therefore entered the fliop; where the cale 
was quite re verfed. The honeft Barber, whofe left 
affluent circumftances infpired more gentle man- 
ners, and made him civil to x^\t mcaneft cuftomer. 

Vol. L G received 
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received them with great afFability and apparent 
tenevalence ; and, with a voluble tongue, as he 
was preparing his razor, ran over the heat of 
the weather, duftinefs of the roads, and other 
general topics, which thofe artifts have ready 
at hand, for the entertainment of their ctiftomers, 
and to divert their attention from the pam 
which often attencfs the operation under the moft 
ikilful performer, 

Whilft Wildgoofe was doing penance under 
the inftrument of this ingenious Tonfor, he took 
the opportunity of confulting him about a lodg- 
ing for himfelf and fellow-traveller; and in- 
formed him what treatment he had met with at 
the Bell. This Tugwell confirmed^ with fi);ne 
cxpreffions of refentment ; affuring the Barber, 
^* that his mailer could afford to pay for whatever 
** he called for ; and did not want to fpunge upoa 
*^ any one. We know the cuftom at fuch 
*^ houfes," continues he; ^* 'tis tou€h poi^ touch 
^^ penny — we only want money's-worth for our 
^^ money-,** 

The Barber, encouraged by tbefe overtures of 
familiarity, took the liberty in his turn to en- 
squire, "which way they came; whither thcf 
^^ were travelling ; what flay they fhould make 
** at Olouceflcr; and, if he might be fo-bold, 

« what 
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* what branch q{ bulinefs Mu Wilclgoofe was 
' engaged in ?" 

Wildgoofe, from the fulncfs o( his heart, foon 
it the Barber into the nature of his calling ; and 
lat he intended to employ the talent of preach* 
ig, which had been intrufted to him, for the 
ood of the poor inhabitants of that city. The 
farber replied, ** That Mr. Whitfield, to be fure, 

* had preached there frequently with good fuc* 
^ cefs ; and had left a few fcattered difciples 
' amongft them : but," fays he, " the Shoe* 
' maker's wife often goes in ragged fhoes."— 
^ That is an old faying, and a true one, to my 
' knowledge," cries Tugwell, — " Well," fays 
lie Barber, ** I was going to obferVe, that al- 
' though there had been a Society begun here by 
' Mr, Whitfield, yet, fince he went to Georgia, 

* and has been in fo great requeft in London, 
^ Briftol; and other parts of England, the people 
^ of Gloucefter are not much the better for 
' having had fo great a Prophet born aniongft 
^ them. As for lodgings," continued the Barber, 

* our houfe is large enough, for that matter ; 

* though it is a little out of repair, and, as I 
' have a wife and a family of children, w^e are( 
^ a little ftrcightened for beds ; however, per- 

G a *^ haps. 
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! 

-<* haps, my wife will endeavour to acGommodate | 
•^ you." 

Wildgoofe replied, " That he was very eafily 
<'' accommodated in that rei5>eft, for he had de- 
"^^ tcrmined .not to pamper the flefti ; and would 
^^ fubmit to any hardfhips for the good of hifi 
^^ brethren. — JBut,*' fays he, ^* what muft we do 
** for a room to aflemble in ?" — ** Why as for 
^^ tliat," returned the Barber, "/vwe have a fort 
^^ of old dining-room, which will exadlly fuit 
*' your purpofe ;. though there is no furniture 
^* in^it, but a few broken chairs, and an old 
'^^ cyder-caik or two, which will not be much in 
^^ the way." 

In fliort, the Barber infonned his wife of the 
affair; who having peeped at them through the 
Jiitchen door, and formed an opinion of them no 
*vays injurious to their honcfty, they foon caiuc 
to an agreement ; and the two Pilgrims took up 
liieir jefidence at this friendly B^ber's. 



CHAP. 
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C H. A P. in.. 

At Glouujier. 

'PHE Barber's (hop in a country town ha#s 
been (time out of mind) the grand office 
of intelligence t partly from, the leifure and lo- 
quacity of that race of men; and pariiy (as 
Was hinted before) from the peculiar nature of 
the connexion whick is formed, between the 
Jiunt and the Patient^ during the aft of fliaving, 
in which nothing but news or other general 
topics can prudently be tlie fubjeft of their con- 
\erfation. The arrival of a ftranger, therefore, 
of fo extraordinary a charafter as that of Mr. 
Wildgoale^ could not long-be a fecrct nmongfl 
the lower, clafs of Plebeians 4 efpcclally as ti»e 
Barber, in order to bring more cufioni to liis 
ftiop, took care to let every one know, that a 
ftranger of good fortune was to hold forth tlicFO 
that very evening; for fo Wildgoofe had deter-" 
mined, if he could raife any thing of an audi- 
tnce; being impatient to impart fome fpiritual 
advice to his poor countrymen : whom, not- 
withftandin^ the refidence of their good Biihop, 
G 3 Dcan^ 
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Dean, and a whole CoUegq of learned Prebends 
amongft them, he confidercd as " flieep not hav- 
" ing a ftiepherd." 

He was attended the firft night only by a few 
mean perfons, who either came accidentally to 
the fhop, or who had been invited by the 
Barber's wife from amongft her neareft neigh- 
bours. But the fame of this extraordinary Preacher 
being fpread abroad, by each of thefe, in their 
feveral circles of acquaintance ; before the next 
evening it had reached the remoteft parts of 
the city ; and had brought together not only 
the ftraggling difciples of Mr. Whitfield, but 
alfo the idle and the curious of every deno- 
mination, moft of whom beftowed no fmall 
.encomiums upon the youthful Orator. This fuc- 
cefs encouraged Wildgoofe to make a longer ftay 
in Gloucefter, than he had at firft intended; fothat i 
jn a week's time it became a fort of fafbion to 
hear him ; and he was attended by people of 
all rafiks and degrees — from the fauntering old 
batchelor and antiquated virgin, who lived upon 
their annuities and their card-money— to the 
pennylefs porter who rari on errands, and the 
fecond-hand fempftrefs who got her bread by re- 
conciling old rags and making pin^cufhions. 

" Let a man preach like an Angel in his own 
«« Church," (as Mr. Wcfley juftly obfcrvcs) « no 

<« one 
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** one regards him : but as foon as one come* 
" unto them, and fays, * Lo ! yonder is a manr 
" preaching upon a mountain!' the multitude 
" flocks out to hear him. It is the uncommon- 
" nefs of the thing," fays he, " tliat efpecially 
" recommends field-preaching." 

The fame may be faid with regard to Mr. - 
Wildgoofe's fucccfs in his conventicle at Gloucef- 
ter. If the Sexton had given out, on a Saturday 
night, that a ftranger was to preach the next 
day at the cathedral, it might perhaps have 
brought thofe to church who happened not ta 
have upon their hands any more agreeable Sun- 
day's amufement. But when it was proclaimed, 
Aat a traveller was to preach at the Barber's- 
upon a cyder-cafk, leaning oVer the top of an 
©Id cheefe-prefs (whicli was all the pulpit which 
tl^e Barber's lumber-room could fupply), imme- 
diately the houfe was crowded with attendants 
from every quarter of the city. 

But it muft be remembered like wife, that 
.Mr. Wildgoofe, notwithftaiiding the prefent un-r 
couth appearance of his fliort hair, had fome- 
thing naturally agreeable in his countenance,, 
and alfo a very mufical tone of voice : and- 
though, in the vehemence of his harangues, he 
l^d a wildnefs in his looks, proceeding from tlie* 
G 4- eiithu-^ 
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mthufiaftic ze^ Ivhich poffeffed his imagination, | 
yet that very:.circumftance gave a more pathetic 
force to his eloquence. And he himfelf appear- 
ing fo much in earneft, ard afiefted witli the 
lubjeft, it had a proportionable effefl: upon his 
audience. 

He ufually began his dkcourfe with lamenting 
the univerfal corruption of mankind, and with 
a lively reprefentation of the dreadful confe- 
quences to be apprehended from the juftice of 
God : and inftead of fpeaking of Hell and. Dam- 
nation in the refined terms and elegant circum- 
locutions of modern Divines (as a place not 
proper to b« mentioned to a polite audience); 
he ran perhaps into the contrary extreme, by 
loo grofs and minute a detail of particulars: 
which, however, though, it might render his 
tlefcriptions more ridiculous than terrible, IK) 
feofible people ; yet it had its efFeft upon the 
bulk of his audience, and engaged tlieir moft 
earneft attention. 

When he had fuiSciently terrified them by 
the denunciation of eternal torments, he {hifted 
the fcene, and melted them into tears by the ten- 
dereft defer iptions of the mercy andcompaffion 
of God, and the fondeft expreffions of love from 
the great Shepherd of their fouls^ 

And 
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And having been fo deeply read in the Puri- 
tanical writings of the laft century, and their 
lineal defcendant^ the Methodifts of thele times, 
he had thoroughly imbibed their manner and 
flyle of eloquence, which confifts chierly in a 
figurative application of the moft lufcious cxpvel- 
fions and fenlual ideas toipiritual liibje6ls ; and 
which have been obferved frequently to captivate 
the hearts of the moft profligate, and lull tlicm 
into a ftrong perfuafion, at leail, that ihty have 
received lively foretaftes of the joys of Heaven ; 
when they have really been foothing their fancies 
with, the luxurious recoUefiipn of their former 
fenfual indulgences. 

. Thus did Mr. Wildgoofe adapt his metaphors 
to the various -charafters and failings of his dif- 
ferent hearers. For the lewd and laiciviousj i}c 
labounded with amorous expreffions, and laiscd 
much in the nuptial ftyle — "Their ibul.. \v<l. 
" efpoufed jto Chrift : he fhall carry ihu uc^j. 
" lambs in his bofom, and entertain, them wiiii 
" fweet kilTes from h\s lily lips — morelwcev 'L.tu 
*• the fwce;t-lrneiling myrrh : he fhall cii^^r-uv- 
^* tliem, and fill them withTayifliing deli^iii: •,'' 
This fort of language particularly chaniicJ tiic 
female devotees. 

'V WhiifisM's SeVraons.. 

Ms. ' ■ For 
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For the thirfty foul and luxurious epicure, he 
had " ftreams of joy, and rivers of pleafure-: feafts 
** of fat things — milk, honey, marrow, and fat- 
'^ nefs," and all the moft favoury ideas to ex- 
prefs tlie comforts of a fpiritual life. 

To the covetous and ambitious, he talked of 
nothing but of ** hidden treafures ; gold, filver, 
*^ jewels, and precious ftones; kingdoms, crowns, 
** and fceptres ;" and every thing that could cap- 
tivate a worldly imagination *'. 

In fllort, by this fmoothing eloquence, and the 
earneftnefs of his manner, Wildgoofc foftened 
thofe hearts, which, for fome years, had refitted 
the admonitions of friends, and the fuggeftions 
of confcience ; and made many converts to reli- 
gion : at leafl: he made them fo as long as the 
brightnefs of thofe fimilies continued to glow in 
their imaginations. But, their afleSions only 
being moved, and their underftandings not en- 
lightened, nor their reafon convinced, too many 
of them foon relapfed into their former diiTolute 
courfes. 

There was a buxom Widow, however, amongft 
his difciples, who, enjoying an handfome houfe 

* Though thefe kinds of expj ellion arc ufed in fciipture, in com- 
pliance with the caraal notions of the Jews, and have affeded 
their common language — ^yct on moiai fubjedtf, 1 think, they hare 
lut an uncouth effect. 

only 
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only for her widowhood, and being therefore 
cut off from iteration of nuptials^ had allowed 
herfelf fome variety in her amours : but f!ie was 
now touched to the quick ; and determined for 
the future to keep conftant to an Half-pay Officer^ 
who lodged in her hrft floor. 

And a- drunken Pettyfogger, who had been- 
engaged in fcveral dirty litigations, refolved here- 
after to be more fober in hisconduft, and alfo 
never to undertake any litigious fuit- — unlefs he 
were fure of being well paid for his trouble. 

Nay, an invet-^rate Mifer felt fuch a lively 
compunftion, that he formed, upon the fpor, a 
folemn* refolution to diftribute amongft the poor 
all his old cloaths, which had been hoarded in« 
hrs wardrobe fttjm the very days of his court- 
ihip: and fo fat perfev^red in his charitable 
(lefign, as to glv(^ away, the very next morning,: 
an old waiftcoat — that was top little for him ; 
and two pair of flioes — that pinched' his corns : 
and even added a codicil to his will, by whicb 
he ordered a fufpicious moidcre, which had been 
refufed by his Banker, to be given in charity 
Qn tlie day of his funeraU. 
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J 



i^Z THE SPIRITUAL QJUIXOTE* 

C H A P. IV. 

Our Itinerant^ Popularity Increafef. 

T^HE fame of Mr. Wildgoofe^s eloquence 
beii>g thus fpread tliTpngh the city, Mrs. 
Whitfield was amongft the firfl: whofe curiofity 
led them to. make part of his audience. She 
&ori difcovered him and his fellow-labourer to 
be the individual Trampers^y whom fhe had 
treated with fo little ceremony at the Bell; 
and finding they were bound on a Pilgrimage to 
her brother-in-law and the Society at Briflol, fhe 
took an opportunity of making fome apology for 
her incivility ; and told Wildgoofe, " that, as he 
*^ could have but indifferent accommodations at 
*^ his prefent lodgings, he was very welcome to 
<< a bed at the Bell, whilfl he flayed in Gloucef- 
" ter."^ But, though Mr. Wildgoofe was ready 
enough to overlook the perfonal flight which had 
been put upon him, he thought there was fome- 
thing meritorious in his prefent flate of humilia- 
tion. He therefore thanked Mrs. Whitfield for 
her kindnefs, but chofe to continue where he 
was» 

One 
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One evening, when Wildgoofe was deeply 
engaged in haranguing to a fiall houfe, an ordi- 
aary fellow, in a filver-laced hat,, came into the 
room; an J, fqueezing through the crowd, gave 
a letter to one of the company, who handed it to 
Tugwell, who was fitting on the head of a cafk 
Tinder his mafter, and ofFxciated as a fort of Clerks, 
He watched his opportunity till Wildgoofe made 
a paufe, and then prefented the letter. As fooa 
as he began to look on the direftion, the man 
that brought it (who was no other than the 
Glouccfter Journal-man) calls out, " Read it, 
" Mafter, read it ; it brings you fome news of 
" your poor mother," Wildgoofe, renouncing 
all family connexions, and difrcgardihg what^ 
ever concerned himfelf, ftretched out his hand, 
and cried out, " Behold my mother, my fifter, 
" and my brother !" and immediately went 
on with his difcourfe. 

The cafe was, that, although tliere were none 
of their towns-men at his firft preachment on 
Dover's -hill; yet there were many that knew 
him by fight, notwithftanding he was difguifed 
in his own hair : and the ftory had foon fpread 
to Mrs. Wildgoofe's ears* The odd turn which 
her fon's melancholy had taken,, we may be furc, 
muft greatly affeft a fond parent; and it had 

really 
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really thrown Mrs. Wildgoofe into a fit o5 fick- 
nefs. Mr. Powell^ thereforcj the Vicar of the 
pariih, having been informed by the Journal- 
man, that an itinerant Preacher of fonie fortune 
(as was given out)» had been fliewing off at 
Gloucefter, foon guefTed, from the deicription of 
him and his attendant, that it was his good 
neighbour Mr. Wildgoofe ; and i"a diljpatched a 
letter by him, on his return, to acquaint Wild- 
goofe with jhe effect his extravagant whim bad 
had upon his worthy mother. But Enthufiafm 
is deaf to the calls of Nature ; nay, efteenis it 
meritorious to trample upon all the relative 
duties of life. Men of this caft think nothing 
of any importance, but what correfponds with 
the chimerical notions which have poffeffed their 
fancies* 

Wildgoofe therefore paid no other regard to 
the Doftor's intelligence, than writing a fliort 
letter to his mother ; in w^hich he exprefled his 
concern for her illnefs,, but faid, " he w^as not at 
" his own difpofal; and could not, in con- 
** fcience, live in carnal eafe and fecurity, when 
** the fpiritual harveft was fo great, and the true 
<^ labourers fo few. In fliort," fays he in con- 
clufion, " woe be unto mc^ if I preach, not th( 
<« Gofpeir 

cha; 
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C H A P. V. 

Mr. JVildgooJ^i Succefs with the Ladies, 

" T F chance fome blooming nymph, with locks of 

A " gold, 
" The brilliant luftrefparkling in her eye, 
" Shading her lovely cheeks with hat of llraw, 
" Or filken bonnet green of glofly hue, 
" Enters the (hop of learned Bibliopole^ 
** That vends his ware at Tunbridge or at Bath, ^ 
" Pvetailing modern tra(h to faunt'ring beaux — ^ 

SHOULD any of my amiable country- 
women, I fay, fmit with the love of novelty. 
Carry home this trifling volume from fome Cir- 
culating-library ; and, throwing herfelf negli- 
gently upon her fettee or fopha — or even on the 
feet of her truckle-bed — have patience to attend 
two fuch odd fellows thus far ; fhe will probably 
be difgufted^ that flie has not been entertained 
with a fingle love-tale, which are generally 
looked upon as eflential to works of this kind ; 
and not only make a principal part of every 
epifode, but are ufually interwoven with the 
body of the fable. But I would have them con- 
fid^. 
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fider the peculiar cliarafter of our Hero ; which 
i« not (at firft fight) at all friendly to the fofter 
paffious. If they can prevail on themfelves how- 
ever to attend him a^few pages further^ they 
may perhaps difcover fome flight fymptoms of 
an affeftion, not entirely oPthe feraphic or pla- 
tonic kind; 

There was amongfl: Mr. Wiidgooic's female 
votaries one Mrs. Sarfenet, a Millener ; who 
Hotwithflanding flie fupported an infirm mother 
and a lame fiflcr by her induftry, yet, from 
the feverity of Mr. Wildgpofe's doftrine, had 
conceived fome fcruples about the innocence, or 
even the lawfiilnefs, of her profeflion. She there- 
fore deiired Mr, Wildgoofe to- drink a difh of 
tea with her ; and took that opportunity of con- 
fulting him, as aCafuift, upon the fubjeft. Upon 
eonfidering the affair with fome deliberation, 
Wildgoofe told her, " tliat, although fome 
^' branches of the trade, as it was often praftifed, 
" imghz accicientaliy promote vice; yet, as fome 
^' pare of the female drefs was- not only dccefjt, 
*' but even neeeffary in this cold climate, and 
^* as the trade had not dire^fy any bad tendency, 
'* he could not look upon it as abfolutely finful. 
" However," fays he, *^ it greatly concerns 
** you^ not to countenance the ladies that deal 

^* with 
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** with yon, in any vaia ornaments or wanton 
" attire ; but to difcouragc any thing of that 
^' kind, even againft your own intereft, as much 
" as you decently can." The Reader will find, 
in the fequel, that Mrs. Sarfenet carried this 
doftrine rather to an extreme, and to the preju- 
dice of her temporal intereft and that of her fa- 
mily. 

We muft not imagine, however, that this 
grave matron was a proper objeft of deftre to a 
religious enthufiaft. There was with this Mil- 
lener a young Lady, who feemed jiot to be in the 
capacity of an apprentice, but rather as fomc 
friend upon a vifit to Mrs. Sarfenet, and who 
had fomething in her manner and appearande 
above her prefent fituation. A nice critic might 
perhaps difpute her title to the charafter of a 
perfeft beauty : but fhe had a fprightlinefs in 
her air, and a piercing brilliancy in her eyes, 
which, joined tothe glofs of youth, could not 
fail to attraft the particular regard of Mr. Wild- 
goofe, and made him very afliduous in direfting 
his pious precepts to fo fair a difciple. When- 
ever he faid any thing to which he expeftcd a 
particular attention, he applied himfelf to Mifs 
Townfend (by ^ kind of inftinft) for her appro- 
bgtioiu But though this young nymph fcemed 

well 
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well enough pleafed when Mr, Wildgoofe talked 
to her upon indifferent fubjcfts, Ihc was in- 
clined rather to difapprove of, and even to railly, 
thp feverity of many of his opinions. Nay, in 
one of his vifits, which he repeated pretty often, 
fhe took upon her to aflc Wildgoofe, " how 
** he could be (6 cruel, as not to vifit his poor 
*^ mother ; who, fhe found, was ill and defired 
'* to fee him ? for,*' fays fhe, with a figh and 
down-caft look, ^* Heaven will never profperdif- 
'* refpeft to a parent !"•— Mifs Townfend's ear- 
jieftnefs upon this fubjeft excited Wildgoofe'* 
curiofity; and, with a more gallant air than 
ufual, he defired to know " why fhe looked io 
** very -difmal upon the occafion ?" — After a little i 
paufe and a few blufhes, fhe replied, " that the \ 
^* greatefl misfortune of her life, and her pre- 
** fent unhappy fituation, was owing to her dif- 
** refpeA to a worthy, and, in general, a very 
^* Kind father." — " Pray, what misfortunes can 
** fo young a Lady as you are have experienced T^ 
fays Wildgoofe; ** for you don*t feem yet to be 
" above fixtecn !" — Mifs Townfend feemed in 
confufion at having difcovered fo much of her 
own affairs : but Mrs. Sarfenet told her, " She 
** need not be afraid of talking freely to fo good 
*' a man as Mr* Wildgoofe ; who would never 

« make 
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y m^e any wrong ufe of her confidence ; and 
** might probably give her feme fpiritual confo- 
" lation, which would make her more eafy un- 
** der this little calamity, which her own indlf- 
" cretion, or rather my folly ^^ fays flie, "has 
" brought upon you." 

Mr. Wildgoofe wifhing it might be in his 
power to give her any affiftance, and intreating 
her to gratify his impatience to be acquainted 
with her ftory, Mifs Townfcnd dropped a tear ; 
then, pulling up her fpirits, gave the following 
account of herfelf. 



C H A P. VL 
T!be Hijlory of Mifs TownfencL 

** TV/T Y father (as Mrs. Sarfenet knows) has 
** ^^ a fmall eftate on the borders of 

« {hire, where he now lives.** — " No,*' 

fays Mrs. Sarfenet, " I know that Mr. Townfend 
" has a very conftderahle eftate, which has been 
"in the. family for many generations.'*T— 
" Well,*' fays Mifs Townfend, « I don*t know 

" what it is : but flaire is my native place. 

« My 
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" My poor mother has been dead about a twelve* 
** month, to my inexprcffible misfortune, and 
** that of the whole family. She left behind her 
*^ me and two fitters, one a few years older, tht 
** other confiderably younger, than myfelf. 
" Whilft my mother lived,- we faw a great deal 
*^ of genteel company; and fhe took care to 
" have us. inftrufted at home in all the ufual 
** accomplifliment* of our fex. But, foon after 
" her death, my father fent us all three 
^ (though two of us were almoft grown up, and 
'^ my ekleft filler capable • ef managing hi3 
" houfe) to a country boardlng-fchool, to th^ 
*^ aftonifhment of the whole neighbourhooi 
" We foon found, however, that my father'i 
*^ intention was, to make way for another Houfe*- 
" keeper, to whom he had taken an unaccount*. 
" able fancy. This was an Irifh-woman, whom 
" I fhall call the widow Townfend ; as fhe 
" came into the neighbourhood, about half a year 
^^ before my mother's death, in the charafter of 
^^ an officer's wife, one Captain Townlend, who 
"had made a fmall fortune in America, and 
" called himfelf a relation of ours : but he dying 
** foon after, this woman took lodgings in a feall 
^^ market-town, at a little diftance from my fa- 
" ther's-i and, as flbi^didnot appear to be left 

a ia 
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^ in very affluent circumftances, fhe made no 

* fcruple, I believe, of undertaking the ma- 
' nagement of my father's family, in the capa- 

city of an Houfe-keeper. 
" The widow Townfcnd, as I faid, is aii Irifh- 
woman, and about forty ; not handfome ; but 
has foraething in her manner, wliich attrafts 
the regard of the gentlemen, as much as it 
difgufls the :generality of o»r fex : my poor 
mother (as Mrs. Sarfenet well icnows) could 
never bear her. She is a woman of no fort 
of converiation, and yet my father now makes 
a conftant companion of her ; and we have no 
rcafon to doubt, that, after a decent time, he 
' will make her our ftep-mother : in which 
' cafe, though I Ihould >think it my duty to 

* fhew her all the refpeft which is due to my 
' father's wife ; yet, at prefent, I own, I could 
^ not bring my ftubborn heart to fubmit with 
^ tolerable decency to the. many mortifications I 
^ daily mot with from a woman in heriitua* 
^ tion* 

** For, you muft know, at Chriftmafs laft, 

* my father thought it proper to permit my 
^ eldeft lifter and 4ne to leave fchool, and return 
' home again ; as it muft appear to every one, 

* that we were baniflied for jio other reafon 

*< thaa 
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CHAP, vn/ 

Mi/s Town/end's Story continued. 

** TV/T Y tafte for reading," continued Mifs 
Townfend, " not only rendered ine the 
'^ objea of my lifter's jealoufy (vvlio never 
** looked in a book), but made me lefs agreeable 
*' to the widow Townfend ; and has been, 1 am 
*' afraid, the priacipal caufe ef nay prefent un- 
** happy fituation. 

*^ For this woman, you muft know, though 
*^ fhe affeSs to be a great oeconomift, yet (like 
** moft of the Irifli ladies) is never compleatly 
*^ happy but at the card-table : and as I was 
" unpolite, or rather impolitic, enough coii- 
*^ ftantly to declare my averlion to cards ; this 
** gave her frequent occafions to reprefent me to 
** my father, as one that regarded nothing but 
*' my own gratification; ^ which, fhe fa id, was 
*^ a very badfymptom in a young perfon.* And, 
** what is furprizing, (he had brought my father, 
'* who was formerly never -eafy out of his ftudy, 
*^ to make one at quadrille, or piquet, every 
^^ evening. And my fifter, who had rather Jo 
%, ' ** any 
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^^ any thing than read, or work at her needle, 
" was always happy in being of the party. 

" The widow Townfend having ib far fuc- 
** ceeded as to make my father lefs pleafed with 
^* my favourite amufements; as It was her in- 
** tereft to have no rival in his affcftion, flic 
** began, by degrees, farther to infinuate, * that 
^^ it would be niuch more to my credit, if I 
** would apply more carefully to my needle ;' in 
** which article flie reprefented me as very dc* 
^* feftive, and even hinted * that another year« 
*' fchooling would be greatly to my advantage/ 
^' though Mrs. Sarfenct, I believe, is far from 
^^ making any complaint of that kind. In lliort, 
*' my father began, by degrees, not only to rc- 
" primand me, whenever he found me with a 
" book in my hand ; but daily difcovcred, on 
" every occafion, lefs fondnefs for me than he 
" had fonnerly (hewn. This encouraged Mrs. 
" Townfend to treat me with lefs ceremony ; 
" and as for my lifter, fhe not only became 
" referved to me, in order to recommend herfelf 
" morcefFe£tually toourgouvernante; butbega:^ 
" to confider me as a * troublefome rival in 
" another affair, which I will now explain to 
"you. 

Vol. I. H « My 
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<^ My lifter, you muft know, had a veryi 
^^ conliderable fortune (near feven thoufandi 
«« pounds) left herty a great aunt, indcpeo 
" dently of my father; and this fhe will havc?^ 
^ in her own power the day fhe is eighteen, 
^< which will be within thefe fix weeks. This, 
<« I am inclined to thiak, was Mrs. Townfend's 
^« chief motive for bringing her brother (one 
" Captain Mahony, as flic calls him) into the 
** neighbourhood^ and introducing him into our 
•** family; where he comes almoft every day^ 
-** and frequently ftays there for a week together. 
** He is a Lieutenant, I believe, in a marcliing 
<* reghnent, though upon half-pay. He is 
*^ about tliirty; a tolerably good perfon, and 
^^ dreffes very genteely ; but conceited and ig- 
^^ norant- Yet, as very feldom any other 
<^. gentleman carte to the houfc (nor indeed 
<« much company of any kind fince this woman 
<« has been there), this coxcomb contrived to 
<^ toake fome imprelfion, I believe, upon my 
<« filler's heart. And becaufe he would fome- 
<^ times condefcead to dired his rionfenfe to mc 
-*« (either to conceal his defigns upon my filler, 
*« or to raife her jealoufy), Ihe, by degrees, 
<< began to coofider me as her rival, and of 

« courfc 
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^ courfe as an obftacle to her wiflies ; and to 
* treat me accordingly. 

" In fhort, this behaviour of* my fifter, the 
infults I daily met with from the widow 
Townfend, and the coldnefs with which my 
dear father began, to treat me, made my fitua- 
tion at home extremely difagreeable. 
^* But, completely to ruin me in the widow 
Townfend's good opinion, and of courfe in. 
my father's favour, was a friendly letter 
which I happened to receive from my good 
Mrs. Sarfenet here ; who, having a particular 
regard for my late mother (they having been . 
fchooUfellows at Chclfea), and hearing tliat > 
this w^oman (to whoih fhe knew my poor , 
mother had a particular did ike) was come to . 
keep my father*s houfe; (he had written to 
me upon the fubjeft ; and, with more honefty 
than prudence perhaps, had declared her real 
fentiments of the matter: which letter the 
widow Townfend (I believe, by my lifter's 
means) unluckily got a fight of; and from 
that time grew fo inveterate againft me, that 
(prefuming upon the influence fhe had over . 
my father) (he iulifted upon my being, feht 
to'lchool again with my little fifter Qjjin- . 
Hz « tilla. 
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" tilla, or foraewhere out of the houfe ; othcr- 
<« wife fhe hcrfelf was determined to leave 
" him. 



CHAP. VIII. 
Mi/s Townfind*s Story continuetL 

** "D E I N G now continually expofed to the 
** ^^ widow Townfend's forbidding looks and 
** reproaches ; as alfo to the neglefl: of my dear 
** father, and the ill-natured treatment ofqay 
** lifter, who would not fuffer me quietly to enjoy - 
** the only relief which I fought, that of reading 
** aloncin my clofet; but above all, the expefla- 
** tion of being fent to fchool again, at my age— 
<« all thefe things put together provoked mc 
*' beyond all patience^ 

" My romances furnifhed mc with innumer- 
*< able inftances of this kind of domeftic perfc- 
" cutionj which generally terminated in tlie 
<« elopement of the innocent fufFerer, her un- 
*^ expe&ed fuccefe in life, and her triumphant 
*< return. 

" In Ihort, I had an high idea of the grandeur 
<< and politenefs of London; and faw feveral 

** inftances 



THE/SPIRITU A L QJU I X T E. I49 

/* inftanccs even of the lower fort of people, 
^* who, having been lent for by rich relations or 
*' taken into good ferviccs, came down more po- 
" lite and entirely different fort of creatures from 
** tho!e which I generally converfed with. 

" I laft month therefore formed a moft ro- 
^* maiitic fcheme, for feeing the world, and 
" going to London by myfelf. In order to thi?, 
** I determined to get to Oxford, and fet out 
" fiOih thence in tlie ftage-coach, and endeavour 
** to find out a particular friend and diftant re- 
" lation of my mama's, who, I knew, lodged 
" fomewhere in Weftminfter ; and who had 
" fpent a good part of the laft fumtmer before 
" my mother's death with us in the country, and 
" ufed frequently to invite me to London ; or, 
" if I fliould not find her out, having twenty 
** guineas (given me at different times by a 
" god-mother) in my own poffcffion, I thought, 
** with oeconomy, I could fubfift for fome time ; 
" and had fome vague ideas of introducing my- 
" felf into good company, or, perhaps, even of 
*^ making my fortune, as other diflreffed or pcr- 
** fecuted damfels had done. 

" As I had no confidante in my own family, 
" I communicated my intentions to a woman ia 

** the neighbourhood, who had been my mother's 
H 3 ' *^ Maid, 
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♦^ Maid, and was now married to a man who, in 
" my mother's time, had been our Coachman; 
" both of therti were favourites of my mother's, 
•^ and of courfe were not fo with the widow 
*^ Townfend. The poor woman at firft difluaded ; 
•* me from purfuing fo ftrange a refolution ;.faut, 
"•* when fhe found me bent upon it, and knew 
*^ how difagreeably J lived at home, the man 
** confented to carry me behind him (on an horfe 
*^ which he kept to lett) the next night to Ox- 
** ford, as I had defired, without confidering the 
** probable confequenccs of fo imprudent a ftep. 

*' As my fifter was engaged almoft every even; 
** ing at cards with my father and the widow 
** Townfend, I took thofe opportunities at leaft 
** of fitting up in my clofet to read; and my 
^* fifter frequently went to bed without making 
^^ any inquiries after me : fo that I eafily eluded 
^* any immediate fearch, and efcaped to the 
^^ houfc appointed. 

" Not to trouble you with too many par- 
^^ ticulars; having packed up an handfome brq- 
'*< caded fuit of cloaths, two .filk night-gown§, 
•* with fome pretty good linen, and my money, 
^ I got fafe, with my luggage, to Oxford, ^ad 
/^ met with a place in the coach, which fet out 
*** the next morning for London. 

CHAP, 
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C M A p. IX. 

Jtftfs TownfsndU Story continued. 

^ npHERE was amongft the paffengcrs a 
*' vvell-lboking elderly gentleman, of good 

^* fortune (as I had realbn to think)^ by hU 
•* generous behaviour to me, and by a genteel 
*** footnAan behind the coach* He was a little 
*' furpi-ized, I believe, at the firft fight of fo 
'** young a perfon, tolerably well dreffcd, and 
/^ gomg fuch a journey quite alone. He, by 
'^degrees, began to fift out my fituation in life, 
** and what expedition I wa^now engaged in. 
^ His hurhanity, and a defir^o ferve me, rather 
** than mere curiofity, feemed to be the motives^ 
** for his inquiries. When we came to dinner,^ 
♦* and 1 happened to be* left alone with him, 1 
" foon communicated my whimfical projeft to 
"" this gentleman. He was vaftly furprized, and 
** expreffed great concern both for me and for 
** my father, whom he found to be almoft the 
" only perfon that I was forry to have left be* 
** hind mc 

H 4 f* He 
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<< He afked me, < how I could think of fup 
** porling myfelf, for any time, in fo expenfiv 
^* a place as London was ?' I told him the flat 
** of my finances ; and * that, If I could not fin 
" out my late mother's friend in Weftminfte: 
*^ I propofed lodging in fome cheap part of tl 
^* fuburbs/ He fmiled at my fimplicity ; ar 
** began to defcribe to me the extreme dang( 
** fuch a young perfon as I was, expofed m] 
** felf to, in fo romantic an cnterprlze ; tl 
^ wickednefs of the world in general, and 
** the town in particular ; and in fliort, ventur 
" to foretell my inevitable ruin; which ; 
** painted u\ fucl> ftrong colours, tliat I bu; 
" into tears, and begged him to advife r 
"what method to purfue. * Wliat ! fays 1; 
** Madam ? why, as foon as we arrive in tow 
*^ give me"" leave to take another place for yc 
" the next day, in this fame coach ; and retu 
** again to your friends in the country.* 

" I was a little ftaggered at this propofa 
" and could not bear the thoughts of expoiii 
** myfelf to the refentment of my father, t 
" infults of Mrs. Townfend, and the ridici 
" of my fifler. But when we came to Londc 
'* and faw the vaft hurry and extent gf tl: 
•* metropolis, my heart began to fail me : an 
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^^ m. the evening efpecially, when we reached 
" the inn in Holbourn, and the gentleman had 
" bid them fend the Chaml^er-maid to fhew me 
" to my bed-chamber; in came a bold ill-look- 
" ing fellow, who called Iiimfeff the Chamber- 
"lain. * There, Madam, fays the old gentle- 
*^ man, you fee who is to wait on you to 
" bed to-night, and to lace your ftays in tlic 
"morning: this is the attendance which a 
" young lady muft generally expeft at the inns 
"in London/ 

*' I was now ftruck with all the horrors of 
" my fituatioH ; and therefore told the gentler 
" man, * I fhbuld gladly accept of his kind offer >; 
" and would beg him to take a place for me 
*' againft the. next . morning ;' which he very 
" politely did, and infifted upon treating me 
" with the earneft which he had paid- for th« 
" coach. I was afhamed to accept of fucli a 

favour from a ftr anger ; but he deiired me to 
'f fay no more about it. I took my leave of 
" )iim that evening,, without bc;ing able to dif- 
".<;over his name; though I found, by feveral 
" circumftsjpcesjt , t^t he ,, lived in .Hereford* 
*^ fhire, ! , |f ' , . .: ^ . - - ' 
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** and faid^ * fhc had relations in that part of 
** England/ In (hort, I was fo well plcafed 
** with tlic apparent friendfhip of this woman ; 
** and, for the reafons above-mentioned, found 
" fo little inclination to return to my friends in 
•^ the country ; that I began to be very well 
*^ plcafed with the coach's going without rae, 
" and leaving me in London. 

** I then acquainted the woman at the inn 
** with Mrs. Skelton*s offer. She faid, * I could 
•* not lodge witli a better fort of woman ; that 
•* fhe had known her for fome years ; and flic - 
^* was a clever, fenfible perfon; and kept the 
** hejl of company f ranking herfelf, I fuppofe, 
<* in that number. I therefore paid my bill at 
" the inn, took my leave of the miftrefs of it, 
*^ and accompanied Mrs. Skelton to her houfe, 

" I am now aftonifhed at my fimpticity; 
** but was quite ignorant of the world : anjd in- 
^* deed, after my firjft imprudent flcp, what other 
** fcheme could I purfue ? I foon found, however, 
** that the world in reality was very different 
" from what it appeared in poetry and roi- 
♦^ mance. 



CHAP. 
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C H A P. XI. 

Mifs Townfend^s Story continued. 

" IVT ^ ^' Skelton affefted to have taken a 
" great liking to me; and the next 

" morning performed her promife of fhewing 
" me the town. That fhe might do this in 
" the moft compendious manner, the firll place 
" Ihe took me to was the top of Saint Paul's, 
" where indeed I was ftruck with ^ftonifliment 
" at the appearance of that vaft metropolis. 

" After dragging me on to the Tower, {he 
" jnade me take a coach to bring us back to 
" Holborn. By the way, however, fhe flopped 
" at a Millener's near Saint Paul's, and equipped 
" me with, what fhe thought, a more fafliion- 
" able cap, and other things which fhe thought 
" necefTary ; but without putting me to any 
" great expence. When we came home, fhe 
" helped me to adjufl my drefs, according to 
" her own tafle ; and told me, * the gentleman 
" who lodged in her firfl floor would dine with 
** us. He is a gentleman of very large fortune, 
" I afTure yoU;^ fays ihe, aad perhaps may 

^<fall 
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•* fall In love with you. He is rather too oM 
•* for you> continued fhe ; but I know feveral 
** young ladies^ who would be very happy in 
** fuch an opportunity of fetting their caps at 
♦* him, I can tell you/ 

** Well ; at dinner this fine gentleman ap' 
'** feared, drefled in blue and gold. He feenied 
*^* to be about fifty, and was agreeable enough 
'** in his perfen : but what gave me a fort oi 
** liking to him was, that he put me much in 
** mind of my own father, N^y, finding how 
^* entirely unacquainted I was witli the town, 
'** he very kindly cautioned me againft the arti- 
** fic6s of the people I fliould probably meet 
"^* with; and told me,/* if Im^de any ftay in 
* London,, he would introduce me to fome pf 
'** the female part of hi& own family.' 

** The next morning Mr-Blackman (which 
*** Was the gentleman's name) breakfafled Ultli 
^^ us ; and, though he was engaged 'to dine with 
** fome gentlemen of Lincoln's-Inn, he faid, * he 
^* ht)ped to be at home again, with us in ibe 
*^ evening.*' At the fame time he told Mrs. 
^* Skeiltoh, * that there was a very good play tc 
*< be afted th?t night; and afked her, if flic 
<« did h6t intend to go ?' She pretended to make 
** a fcrupte 'of teavmg me alo'ne ; on purpofc, 
5 «Ifup- 
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'** I fuppofe, to give him an opportunity of offer- 
** ing each of us tickets for the play ; which he 
** immediately did. 

" Accordingly to tlie play we went, and fat 
** In one of the fide galleries. - There happened 
^* to fit next to us, a young lady irioft fplendidly 
" dreffed; who, I found, was an acquaintance: 
<* of Mrs. Skelton'^. She talked a great Heal, 
" and evcfi in the mod ihterefting parts' of the 
^* play ; and feemed to vidicule every thing that 
*" was grave or decent. She was particularly 
" merry upon a country gentleman and his wife^ 
" as We judged them to be, who fat tcigcth'er in 
"** one of the fide-boxes ; and faid, * it was afto* 
'" nifhing to her, how any woman could think 
'^^ of bui*ying herfelf with an hufband in tlie 
**^ country; to fit nodding at each other,< whole 
^* winter evenings,, on each fide the parlour 
^ firfe, with nothing to amufe thembutaTor- 
"** inal vifit once a week from fome unfafhion- 
'•* able creatures like themfelves.. In llrort, fays 
^^ the^-Fd raAe'r be a Miftrefe to a Tradef- 
** man in town, than the Wife of any Country 
•^ Squire in England.* I was greatly (hocked,. 
*^ inftead of being diverted, with this lady's con- 
^* verfation, and began to wifh myfelf in feme 
/^ 43ttlieir place; but I was highly offended at 

" hearing 
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** hearing Mrs. Skelton aik her, * when fhe 
** (hould have the honour of feeing her in 
^* Holbourn ?' To which flie anfwered, * She 
.** would do herfelf that honour very foon.' 

** When we returned from the play, we found 
** an elegant fupper ordered from the tavern by 
*^ die old gentleman, who was waiting for us 
*' with great patience in the parioun After fup- 
*^ per, Mr. Blacknaan and Mrs. Skelton drank 
*' fcveral glafles together ; and the latter would 
** have forced me to pledge them : but Mr. 
*^ Blackman defired * I would drink no moi*c thati 
** was quite agreeable to me,, as probably I had 
** never been ufed to any thing ftrong.' I^ 
** fhort, as there was fomething of a paternal 
" fondnefs in the behaviour of Mr. Blackman.; 
** fo it infpired me with fentiments of quite, a 
*^ filial love and refpeft. And I fived near a 
** fortnight in the houfe, quite agreeably ; Mj:. 
" Blackman and' Mi's^ Skelton treating me like 
" a daughter for whom , they, had a great afFec;- 
*' tioa; always contriving fomething to amufe 
** and entertain me*. 



' \^' id A & 
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CHAP. XII. 
Mifs Townfend^s Story continued* 

** O ^ ^ morning Mrs, Skclton alked me, 
" * whether I Ihould like to take a voyage 

" by water ? for, faid fhe, I want to make a 
'* vifit to an acquaintance as far as Chelfea. 
** We fhall have another lady and gentleman of 
'* our party, which will be more agreeable, an<J 
" leflen the cxpence of our voyage.* I told her, 
*' * I (hould be very glad of fuch a jaunt ; as I 
" had never been upon the river, and was very 
** fond of water.* She wifhed Mr, Blackman 
" could go with us ; * but, faid ftie, he has fb 
" many grand acquaintance, it is hardly proba- 
" blc that he will be difengaged.' Upon her 
'^ mentioning it to him at breakfaft, however, 
" he replied, * that he would meet us, if poffible, 
** about twelve o'clock, at the water-fide.* 

^* When we came to the place appointed, I 
" was furprized to fee, not only Mr. Blackman, 
" but the lady whom we had met at the play, 
" attended by another gentleman. He was a 
" genteel^ or rather a fliewy man^ of about forty^ 

«H< 
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** He addreffcd us with an air of familiarity, and 
" afFeftation of gaiety, wliich to me was very 
** difgufting ; though he was what fome people 
^ would reckon a chearful companion and aft 
** handfome man. 

*' Mr. Blacfcman had, provided a covered boa?, 
** and furnifhed it with bifcuits, almonds ani 
^* raifins, and a bottle of white-*wrnef the for- 
** mer, I fuppofe, for mfne, and the latter for 
^* Mrs. Skelton's ientertamment. As fhe odier 
** gentfeman and lady, who*> I took to be huf- 
** band and wife, were very fond of ^ach other, 
**' Mr. Blackman v^as pafrticufar m h» bdhdvioftr 
** to flic. Mid i!o^^ great deal- of pains fa'^a 
** my attention to cyi?ry^hihg which hcHtud. 
" But liothhig attrafted my notice fo tttich id 
** the fine profpfeft on ds^h fide t)f t^ic tiver^ 
^ ^hich he pointed ^t to me, anJestpIaitited ; 
^^ frcMH the grand dome of Saint Patirs to the 
•* venerable Gothic piles of Wcftminfter- Abbey 
** and the polace of Lambcth,^ith the rural ob* 
*^ jcfts which prefent themfelvcs gradually tilE 
** we readied the noble holpital of Chclfea, whi- 
** ther we were bound- 

*^ When wc arrived at the end of Our voyage, 
** Mr. Blackman went immediately out of the 
** boat^ and faid, * he wovild. befpeak a room foe 

« us 
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*^ US at a little fort of tavern clofe to the water :*^ 
^* for I foon found that this vifit of Mrs. Skel- 
^' ton^s was only a pretence ; and that we were 
" to dine at this houfe, at thefe gentlemen's ex- 
*' pence, 

" There was foinething in this which did not 
•* quite pleafe me. But my hieicperience, or 
" rather my entire ignorance of the arts | 
** of mankind, prevented me frofti fulp^fting 
'^ any ill defign. After dinntir, Mrs. Skelton 
" laid, * (he would juftftep a door or two fur- 
^* ther, to call upon her friend, with tvhom fhc 
*^ had f6me particular bufiriefs :' and ChafgeS 
'* Mr. Blackman f to take care of heir daughter^*" 
** as Ihe afiefled to call me. 

" Soon after Mrs. Skekorrtvis gorie, the other 
** geiitfeman and lady fetd, * they would take a 
^ walk in the garden, and return to tis imme- 
** diately.' I flared a little ; but, as they A\^erc 
^* ftraagers to me, and I had no inclination ta 
** cultivate an intimacy with the lady, I made 
'* no Overtures to accompany her ; efpecially as- 
'" I fuppofed them to be man «nd wife. AnSl 
^* as I had never fden any thing in Mr. Black- 
'^ nwin's behaviour at all excejf^tlbiiable, I ^vas. 
^* not ¥in«afy at b^irtg left alone, with him. 

« After 
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** After they had been gone a few mini 
*' I went up to the window, whicli had a 
*• profpeft of the Thames : and Mr. Blackn 
^' following me, opened a door near the ^ 
** dow, and told me, * I might have a h 
** profpeft in the next room — — " 

Here Mifs Townfend blufhed, and ma( 
paufe; then turned pale, and feemed unwil 
to proceed in her Aory. Mrs. Sarfenet, who 
heard it more than once, made an excufe for 
but defired " Ihe would go on ; othcrwife 
" Wildgoofe might fufpeS fhe had been g 
" of fomething which fhe had reafon h 
« alhamed of.'' 

" That I have," fays Mifs Townfend^ 
** the whole feries of my folly ; thoug 
** thank God, I have nothing to accufe ir 
** of, but my unparalleled indifcretion. I 
*' ever, I have great reafon to be thankf 
** Providence, for preferving me from the 
« bable effeas of it." 

" Why," fays Wildgoofe, « ProvL 

** rarely deferts us, even in thofe misfoi 

" which are the confequence of our .own 

' *^ vertency ; if we humbly apply for affifl 

*' and fincerely endeavour to retrieve anj 
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*^ ftep as foon as we become fenfible of it,- and 
" do not prerumptuoufly perfift in a wrong 
" courfe of adlion, againft the fuggeftions of 
" his Holy Spirit. 

" But, come, Madam ; I mufl: beg to hear the 
** fequel of this adventure ; fince you have in- 
" terefted me in your efcape from the critical 
" fituatiori in which you have defcribed your- 
" felf at the window, where you were left alone 
" with this fine gentleman. 



CHAP. XIII; 
Mlfs Townfend*s Story continued* 

*'. XX^ELL, Sir; Mr. Blackman came up 
** to me, as I told you, and opened a 

** door near the window, and told me, * there * 
** was a better profpeft from that room.* See- 
" ing it was a bed-chamber^ I ftarted back ; but 
** he laid hold on my ann, pulled me in by 
^ " force, andlhut the doon 

" I had read in poetry of Fawns and Satyrs; * 

*' in romances of difcourteous Knights and Sa- ' 

*^ vagcs : but had no conception that a man of ' 

** fo refpe&able an appearance, in a brigadeer ' 

i <« wig 
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*^ wig and grave habit, that looked more like 
^* a Juftice of Peace or High-lhcriff than ade^ 
*' bauchcd Rake, could be guilty of any rude- 
^* nefs or indecent behaviour. 

*' 1 cried out, with all my force ; and faid, ^ 1 
** would fooner die, than remain with him atone.' 
^ I ftruggled, and at laft got to the fafh ; but 
** found it was fcrcwed down. I continued call- 
** ing out with great violence, and made all the 
** noife I could ; but to no purpofe. This vile 
*• man continued his deteftable importunity, 
** and I defpaired of any afliftance ; when I was 
** providentially relieved by a pretty loud rap- 
^* ping at the outer door. Upon his opening ir, 
" the Waiter introduced a very genteel modeft- 
** looking woman, and a pretty girl about ten 
^* years old. On feeing me and Mr. Blackman, 
^< who were both ftrangers to her, (he drew 
<* back, and made an apology for her miftake. 
*V The Waiter told us, * the lady had enquired for 
**- onft Mr. Andrews ; and infifted upon it, that 
^^ he came with the company in our boat,' 

^^ Mr. Blackmail reprimanded him. for his 
*«. impertinent intrufion : but I begged him to 
<^. infpyra me where the other gentleman and 
^^ ladies: wfre ; and upon my going out upon 
«* thj5 flair-cafe, I met Mr?. Skcltoa coming Hp. 

** I con^- 
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*^ I complained of hfir leaving me alone with. 
*' Mr. Blackman, and told her how brutifhly. 
*^ he had behaved. She afFefted great fiiprizc 
^' and indignajtion ; and, upon coming into the. 
^' room, * Lord ! fays flie, Mr. Blackman, I 
** did not tliink you could be guilty of any 
" thing fo ru^ to tlik young lady ! Whyjfiire, 
^^* your love for her, which you mentioned, 
^ has turned your liead ; but I will never fuiSfer 
*' her to be injured^ whilft Ihe is under my pro- 
'' tcaion.' 

" Thus this vile woman endeavoured to per- 
*^ fuade me that fhe was unconcerned in his 
** villainy; but I began to have a very bad 
** opinion^ of her^ and to wife myfelf out of 
^* her hands. 

" Though the fright I had been in raifed 
^* toy courage ; yet I now found my fpirits flag 
^* to fuch a d^rec, that I was hardly kept from 
** feinting; but a little water, which Mrs. 
** Skelton gave me, foon brought me to myfelf 
^ again. 

" Mr* Blackman pretended he was only in 
^^jeft, and was forry he had frightened me, 
^*. and hoped I would forgive him an innocent 
•* frplick. But how monftrous is vice, e(pecially 
^^ in an elderly man ! This gentleman^ whom 

« I had 
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<* I had before regarded w ith a filial lov< 
•* efteem, I could not now behold withou 
** teftation. Age ought in general to 1^ tn 
<* with fo much reverence and refpeft, t 
** da not love to hear the two words old u 
** or old fool united ; yet I could not feparat 
** ideas in my «jitid, whenever I beheld 
^< man for the future. But, as I was deternt 
^^ to make my efcape the firft opportunil 
" diflembled rny refentment as well as Ice 
<^ and returned with Mr. Blackman and 
*^ Skelton, leaving the reft of tlie compar 
<* themfelvcs. 

^* The gentleman and lady that came 
" us never returned after they left the r 
** But, as we were going out of the houfe 
** heard a great difturbance in a parlour I 
*• ftairs : and, by what I could^oUeft, the 
** who came fo providentially to my relief, 
** the real wife of that other gentleman 
*^ had been of our party ; and, liaving lon< 
** pefted her hufband^s connexion wkh 
** creature whoift he had met at the 
<^ had, by means of a faithful fervant, t 
** out his intended jaunt for this particular 
^* and, with more paffion perhaps than 
*' dtnce, came to reproach him with ' his 
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duft: and, in oixler to make the greater im- 
"preffion upoft him, had taken her eldeft 
*'' daughter to be witnefs to his imprudence ; 
** who, I afterwards found, was fquandering 
** away upon this ftrumpet a good fortune^ 

which dis unhappy wife had brought him, 
^* and with which he had hitherto carried on a, 
** genteel trade in the city. 



C H A i>. XIV. 

Afifs Town/end* s Story continued. 



\ 



TN the evening, when Iwas going to bed,' 
I afked the Maid, who affifted me to un- 
[ ^' dreCs, what fort of a. man that was Who lodged 
** in the firft floor. She feenied at firft a little ' 
referved : but, upon my giving fome hints of 
his rude behaviour, fhe fmiled, and fhoqk 
*^ her head, as if file knew more than Ihc dared 
' toexprcfs. 
** When I told her, ^ I was determined to quit ' 
^^ my lodgings, if not the town of London, the 
*' acxt day;' ftie aiked me^ * where my cloaths 
'* were V I replied, * in the cheft of drawers :* ' 
^^ bjat, Upon looking there,! found jthey wefe' 
Vol. I. I " removed 
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«' removed into Mrs. Skelton's room ; and the 
** Maid whifpered to mc, ^ .that I fhould find 
*^* fome difficulty in getting, at them.' — *Lord! 
^ faid I, and tliere's the little leatfier trunk 
•* gone, in which is tlie chief part of my 
** money !' 'Xht girl then told me, > I had 
** better fay nothing about removing the next 
^^ day ; j3.Urt, fays (he, if you are determined 
** to go, your things are in a dark prefs, in 
-^* my miftrefs's room : and I will watch my 
^* opportunity fome ti^e to-morrow,- to get 
-** your little trunk at leaft, if not your cloaths; 
** and will myfelf accompany you the next 
^* niglit following, for I live here little better 
«* than a flave. 3]ut my miftrefs owes me a 
** quarter's wages, which however I don't re- 
-** gard;^ for I am dcterinined to go and live in 
f' the country again, where I was born, 

'^ But^ for God's fake, Madam,' continues 
^^ fhe, * don't kt my miftrefs know what I 
" have faid J for ihe would contrive, right or 
** wrong, to fend me to Bridewell.' I affured 
<^her of my fecrecy; which proiiiife it was fo 
*^ muchmy intereft to obfervc. 

,*^ Having met with a fort of friead and con- 
<^ fidante, I w^s a little eafier in my mind, and 
^* . lefclved to behave with chearfulnefs the next 

« day, 
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** day, the better to conceal my intended 
** efcape. 

"In die afternoon, the lady who ftte next 
" us at the play, and had been of our party to 
" Chelfea, came to drink tea with us. On her 
" afFefting an aftonifliment at our returning 
" without theni) Mrs. Skelton, with unparal- 
" leled affurance, told her, * that the poor 
*^ young lady \vbick flie had taken under 
" her proteftlon (meaning me) was terribly 
^ frightened yefterday, by a gentleman that of* 
** fered fome rudenefs to her,' She began to 
" railly me inoft unmercifully ; and faid, * it 
" was a .fign that I came lately out .of the 
" Country ; for that thofe things muft be ex* 
" pefted to happen to' fuch a fine girl as I was 
" (fo ftie chofe to exprefs herfelf ), if I went 
" much into the polite world. But, child, fays 
** fhe, I would have you make the moft of your 
" channs; and get a good fettlement, as I have 
" done ; and then you would never wifh to fee 
" the country again.* 

" As file ran on in this ftyle, flie took oc- 
" cafion to adjuft a diamond folitaire which ftic 
" wore, and difplayed to thebeft advantage 
" three or four handfome rings. But I was 
** not fi) ignorant as to be dazzled by fuch 
I 2 «4lendid 
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*^ fplendid trifles ; or not to defpifc the crca- 
<^ ture, who, I had reafon to believe, had 
<^ purchafed thefe by the facrificc of her virtue 
^ and innocence. 



CHAP. XV. 

Mi/s TownJ^eruTs Story continued^ 

*< TX^ELL," continued Mifs Townfend, 
*rat length night came ; and the Maid 
^* informed me^ ' flie had fecured all my things, 
<* except oneifilk night-gpwn, w]iich ^ler Mif- 
1' trefs had not Im-ng up with the reft ; and ^le 
** did not care to fearch after, for fear of being 
" difcQvercd.* I told her, ' I fliould be glad to 
*' leave that, as fome recompence for near a 
<< fortnight's board ; for, however wicked Mrs. 
** Skeltou's intentions might be, I could not 
^' bear to be guilty of any aft of injuftice, that 
<^ I was not obliged to, for my own prelerva^ 
« tion.' ' 

<* We were forced to wait till near tvvo 

^ o'clock, before the Maid had feen her Miftrefs 

*< and Mr. Blackman fafe to bed;, for after 

** he came home, they fat, up for near att 

., " hour 
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** hour in clofe debate ; and the Maid affureJ 
^ me, * they were laying fome other plot for 
" my deftruftion.* 

" When we came down to the ftreet-door, 
*< the Maid fhaking her head, « Ah ! fays flic. 
" it is. as I feared ; the key is gone!' I was 
" thunder-ftruck at this news ; but fhe faid, ^ flie 
** knew a trick worth two of that.* And, bidding 
** me follow her, we came down into tlic 
" kitchen, from which fhe opened a door Inta 
"the area (as I think they call it) • and bring- 
" ing a pair of fteps, which were made ufe of 
** about the kitchen, we clambered up to the 
" baluflrades, and got into the court ; narrowly 
" efcaping the watch, who had juft cried, ' Paft 
*^ two o'clock !' In fhort, after feveral frights. 
^ and alarms, we got clear of tiie town ; and, 
" about fun- riling, found ourfelves hcvonJ 
" Hammerfmith, I think, ujx)n the weftera 
" road* 

** As my drcft was rather too good for a foot- 
^ paffenger, the girl propofed to reft that day,, 
** in fome houfe near the road, to prevent 
" fufpicion; and fo take our chance of fome 
" carriage that might pafs by. 

'^ I had hitherto been under fuch anxiety, for 

*^ fear of being purfued, though I vVas not con- 

1 3 ** fcious. 
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•* fcious of liaving injured ahy one, that 1 had 
*^ had no time to refleft, or to form any fcheme;:, 
** fo complied with the girl's propofal. Accord- 
•* ingly we flopped at a little piibKc houfe, 
'* whefc we repofed ourfelves, and fpent the re- 
" mainder of that day, not without a mixture 
** of joy and anxiety. 

*' Whllft we were here, the Maid let me int(y 
" the true chara£ler of Mrs. Sk el ton ; \vho, J 
*^* found, made a praftice of feducing young 
** people ; and that the fine lady, whom we had 
** met at the play, was an unha}:>py creature^, 
•* who had been drawn in to proftitute her 
" youth and beauty to Mr. Blackman, for Mrs., 
** Skelton's advantage : though £he was novt 
** kept by that Tradefman, who (as hafs bceffc 
" mentioned) had almoft ruined himfelf to fup- 
^ port her extravagance : that the gentleman- 
*' who lodged with her was really a man of 
** good family, and confiderable fortune ; but 
*' who fpent it all in the gratification of his or^n- 
*^ humour and vicious appetites ; dividing his- 
** whole life between his tavern companions and 
*^ his miftreffes, with a variety of whom this vile^ 
** woman was well paid for fupplying hiin. So 
** that I found 1 had great reafon to blefs myfelf 
••^ for this efcape." ' 

Wildgoofe 
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Wildgoofe fald, " that Providence, for wife 
*' cnds^ permitted fuch monfters to fulfill the 
" mcafure of their iniquities ; but that they^ 
" ought to be punifhed, he tliought, by human' 
" laws: that a double tax, however, would be 
" the leaft return fuch ufelefs wretches couW 
" make to tlie public, for the proteftion tliev. 
"enjoyed.^* 



CHAP. XVI. 

Adi/s ToumfencTs St9ry continued. • 

** TITT ELL,*' continues Mifs Townfend, ^^ we 
" lay the next night at the fame houfe : 

" but the people, I fuppofe, entertaining no 
« very favourable opinion of our charafters, 
** took care to lodge us over a little room dif- 
" tinft from the r^ft of the family. 

" As we had had no fleep the preceding night, 
*^ we went early to bed ; and I never waked till 
*^ feven o'clock the next morning; when, x.6 
*^ my furprize, I miffed my bed-fellow; and alfo^ 
, *' upon looking round the room, I found flic 
" had eafed me of a good part of my language ; 
" particularly the little trunk which contained 
• I 4 " my 
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" my money, and the filk nigjit-gown in which 
I had efcaped. — My brocaded fuit of deaths 
" however, and one filk and another cottoa 
•* night-gown, were left me ; and I luckily had . 
** four guineas and fome filver, and my watch, 
" in my pockets ; whicli, according to cuftom, 
** I had laid under my pillow. 

^* I had now feen enough of the world, to 
** fatisfy my curiofityj and had paid dear for 
" about ten days experience. The lofs of my 
** cloaths and money was the leail of my mif- 
" fortune, I had certainly forfeited my father's 
" favour ; fhould expofe rayfelf to the ridicule 
** and reproaches of my fifler and Mrs. Townf- 
*' end, and probably to the cenfures of the whok 
*^ neighbourhood, if I ventured thither. To go 
" back to town, wliere I had not one friend or 
*' acquaintance that I knew where to find, was 
^' to run into inevitable deftruftioii. I imme- 
*' diately determined, therefore, to find out my 
" good friend Mrs. Sarfenet here ; who, having 
" been an old fchool-fellow likewife of my 
•■* mama's (though, by the misfortunes of her 
*^ family, in lefs affluent circumftances), and 
*' having' been for a month at our houfe about 
** two years fince, and fhewed a particular 
** fojidnefs for me, I confidered as the only 

" friend 



4 
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' friend I could apply to in my prefcnt diflrefs ; 
' though, i am now fenfible, it has given the 
• widow Townfend an handle for irritating 
' my father ftill more againft mc ; on account 
of the letter, which I before mcniioned fhe 
' had fcen, in which Mrs. Sarfenet expreflcd 
herfclf with fome freedom in regard to Mrs. 
Townfend's charafter. In fliort, having in- 
quired whether any carriage went that road 
to Gloucefter, I was informed, that a Gloucef- 
ter waggon would pafs by the houfe that day ; 
which it accoi'dingly did : and meeting witli 
an elderly woman and her daughter, who 
were travelling into fbme part of Wales By 
the fame conveyance, I took my place ; and 
got fafe to Mrs. Sarfenet, without any 4if- 
agreeable event- 



C H A P. XVIT. 
Jflifs Townfend^s Sfiry ^encludedU 

\Jf R S. Sarfenfct was kind' enough tcrwrite 

to my father, and' acquaint him. with' 

the whole progrefs of my rafh adventure;, 

and to affure him, * that I wai thorou^ly fen- 

^ ' Is ••^fiblc; 
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** fible of my folly; and that I was defirous ta 
'* throw myfelf at his feet, and aflc his for- 
•** givenefs.V 

<* I fent at the fame time to the poof 
^' woman who had aflifted me in my flight, 
** to know what efFeftmy elopement had had 
*^ on my poor father. — She wrote me wdrd, 
<< * that he was almofl: diftrafted at the firft 
"** news of it ; that it made a great diftur* 
■** bance in the family, as was naturally to be 
** expefted : but that the widow Townfeni 
f * found means to pacify my fatlier, by fome 
<* falfe fuggeftion or other ; and my fifler had 
*** . perfuaded thera that I was certainly goDC 
•<* to a relation's of ours near Warwick (as I 
■<* had really talked about them to my fifter) ; 
*^ and that my father's firft journey in queft d. 
*^ me was thither : but, not getting any intelli- 
^< gence of me there, fomcbody told him, * that 
^< 1 had been feen two pr three times of late at 
^* theGi)achman's houfe abovemcntioned/ Upon 
*^ which, he went and threatened to fend thera 
"** both to gaol, uiilefs they difcovcred where 
** they had concealed me. ^ Having extorted ^hc 
•<* fecret from -them, he went immediately to 
<* Oxford (wjierf I had ta^en coach), and traqei 
^ me to the ,ijpA .in Lon/doij j but the womam 
,6 "^Vthere^ 
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^* there, being afraki, I flippofe, to di (cover into, 
^^ what hands fhe had recommended me, in- 
^' lifted upon it, * that I had returned in the fame 
^< coach I came up in.* My father went to Mrs. 
■** Calvert's (the lady in Weftminfter whom I 
** wiflied to find out), and, not hearing any thing 
^^ of mc, was returned into the country, where 
^^ he was quite mela(ncholy till he received Mrs. 
" Sarfenet's letter. — What efFeft that had upon 
^' him„ we^ are yet to learn : but, as it is now 
" above a fortnight fince he muft have received 
" it, I am afraid the widow Townfend will not 
" permit him to make any farther inquiries after 
*^ me : fo here I am, an exile from home, and an 
*^ incumbrance to poor Mi^. Sarfenet ; and I 
*• do not know what return it will ever be in my 
** power to make, for tlie trouble I have given 
^ her.'* — ^To this Mrs/§arfenet made a complal- 
iaiit reply, which the Author cannot recollect, 

C H A P. XVIIL . 

The Ejffe^s cf Mifi Town/end's Narration^ 

T T is a vulgar maxim, ^* that a pretty woman 
-*■ ** fhould rather be feen than heard.'^ And' 
indeed, when a fair lady feems tq talk merely 
for the fake of tallying, or with a direft inten- 
I 6. tion 
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tion to attra£k admirers, flic feldeai prepoffeflcs 
a ftranger in her favour. But, as Mifs Townfcnd'J 
ftory had interefted Wildgoofc fufficichtly to 
raife his compaffion, thete is an eafy tranfition 
from pity to love ; and it is far from certain 
tliat he did not begin to feel fomething of that 
mere, human paffion for this young lady.. But^ 
being defirous of a£ling in charafter,. be ob- 
icrved', *^ tli^, to be fure, nothing but a prior 
" obligation which we are under,, to obey our 
*\ heavenly Feather, can juftify our di&bedieocc 
** to aa earthly parent : and although he by no 
** -means approved of Mifs Townfend's leaving 
" her father upon fo llight a provocation:; yet,^ 
^* as Providence freqiaently produces good out 
"of evil,, and makes even ouj: own indifcre- 
*' tions concur M^ith his gracious defign, of pro^ 
*^ mpting our felicity ; perhaps, Madam," fays^ 
jic, " you may be direfted hither tarecciv.e in.- 
*' flruftion, in the way of falvation, even from 
^* the meanefl: of God'sr fervants-j and I may 
*^ perhaps be made an happy inftruraent of your 
" convtrfionl^ • 

Mifs Townfend, though a well-difpofed girl, 
<lfd not m^ch relifli Wildgoofe's enthufiaftic no- 
tions, or/ nice diftiaftions in divinity. But, as 
liis perfon vras very agreeable, and they hatf 
i - l^riied' 



I 
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learned frem Tngwcll that he was heir ta x 
pretty good fortune, Ihe had conceived no con- 
temptible opinion of him; and liftened witit 
great attention^ whencvei? he talked upon com- 
mon fubje£ts.. 

I would not infinuate that Mi& Towhfend 
was of a mercenary temper (for fhe really wasr 
not). But though fortune alone^ where tiic per* 
fem is difagreeable, has feldom any coniiderable 
influence over the affeftions of a young girl r 
yet, I believe, in conjunftion with other cir- 
cumftanees,. it operates infenfibly upon their 
fancies, and contributes to make the perfon* 
polTefied^ of it more agreeable than he would 
otherwife appear; as the w4ht©f fortune fre^ 
quently prevents their feeing thofe perfeflion^ 
in a man, which h^ is really polTeiTed of. 

MifsTownfend,. however, inftead of anfwering 
Wildgeofe in a ferious way, turned the difcourfe ^ 
and began raillying him upon his external ap-* 
gearance^ " Lord ! Mr^ Wildgoofe," fays fhcy 
** what makes you go about in- that frightful 
" hair of yours? I wonder you do not wear a» 
^ wig, as other gentlemen do."^ — " Madsun," 
ifeplies Wildgoofe, " I fliould be forry if any 
"part of my drefs were to prejudice any one 
•^ againll me; much lefs would. J willingly raife 

«adif- 
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^^ a diiguft in fo pretty a lady againft my perfon. 
«« But pray, MadaiD, why don't you like niy 
" hair ?"— " CMi ! frightful!"- fays fhe, "'tis 
^^ fo ungental ; fo unlike other pwple /**— " Why, 
**• as for other people," replies Wildgoofe, ^* I 
** (hould chufe to be unlike a great part of the 
^* world, in their vain'fefliions and idle cuftoms. 
"^ But as to itS' being ungenUtly I am forry any 
** thing fhould be thought fo, that is natural, , 
** convenient, and (1 think) becoming. If you 
*^ do not ^hink'fo, young lady, I am afraid it is 
** owing to mere prejudice and th^ force of cuf- 
^< torn."— ^* Cupom /" fays Mifs Townfend, , 
^^ why, cuftom or -falhion • is every thing, in ' 
*** regard to drefs*"— " I own, it has too great a 
" force," replies Wildgoofe ; " and I dare fay, 
*^ for that reafon only, you think this great hoop • 
^* of yours \&Tf gmteeJ, ami very becoming: and ■ 
••yet, in the opinion, of many people of the beft 
^' tafte, nothing <:an. be more nionftrous, or morfi- 
*^ unnatural^ than hoop-petticoats are: and, I 
^* dare fay, we fhall live to fee thefe Gothic or- 
^ naments banifhed from the world *."— 
'*r What ! hoops go ovrt: of fafliion ? Lord ! what ^ 
"** a creature fhould I be without my hoop 1" 

^ Tiiiscametopt^aiewycjffsifMr* ^ 

**Well, 



'< WeUr Madam,r fays- WiJdgoofe, « as I > 
" fhould be {ony to differ from you in the leaft 
" trifle, and not endeaTOur to comply with cvery^ 
" one in matters of indifference, I wifti I could ' 
" bring you' and all mankind to my way of 
" thinking, in this.article of wearing <5oe's owni 
" hair-:^ for, you muft know, the honeft Barber, ', 
" where riod^e, had a great cliipute with me 
" laft night upon that very fubjeft ; and almoft' 
** infifted upon making me a fine flowing white 
" wig, a«j he faid, he had done for Mr. Whit- 
^* field ; who, he affured me, was of opinion, 
^* that noiliing contributed more to the conver-* 
" fion of finners, than a good periwig : as it 
^' gave a dignity to our appearance, and pre- 
" poffeffed people In favour of our preaching.'* 

« Why," fay«*Mrs.Sarfenet, " there may be 
^^ fome truth in that obfervation*" 

** Well," continues WiWgoofe, "it was in 
<* v^in for me to plead the exartiples of Patri- 
<^ archs, Prophets, Apoftles, and Reformers, 
<^ The poor Barber (for the credit of his trade)' 
*^ faid, * if there were ho wigs in thofe days, 
^^ there were certainly Barbers^ by Da?vid*s al- 
^^ iuiion- to the chief inftrument of their art, 
^« ^ With H«s thou cutteft like a fharp razor !" 

'' Well,'* 
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*^ Well,'* fays Mrs* Sarfenet, who was apt tar 
raife fcrupiesupon tiiemoft tri Aitig occaiions, ^^ but 
*< do you really make a ferious affair of tliis } I 
** fliould be glad to be fet right upon the lawf ul- 
" nefs of ufing art about one's perfon, and efpe- 
** daily as to falfe hair : as many of my cuftomers 
" are as faulty in that rcfpeft as the gentlemen ;: 
" and, I believe, I fell as many wigs, or /^/«, as 
** any Barber in town," 

Wildgoofe then, accuftomed of late to ha- 
i^angue upon all occaiions, proceeded upon this 
important fubje£k in the following manaefi. 



CHAP. XIX. 
uf DiJ/irtation on Periwigs. 

^ T^HE ufe of fatfe hair, Madam, by par-' 
** ticidar people^ for particular reafons, is, 



*' I believe, very ancient in the world.^ Vain 
" perfons of botfi fexes^ either to conceal fomc 
^ natural defeft,, or to improve (as they iiha- 
" gined) their natural charms, have, in all ages, 
^ had tecourfc to thefe artificial decorations; 

^^ Xeno^ 
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" Xenophon, a Greek writer, mentions the ufe 
" of them amongfl: the Medes. And fome 
** Commentators are of opinion, that the hair 
*' of her head, with which Mary Magdalene 
" wiped our Saviour's feet, was really a tite^ or- 
** a fet of falfe curls ; which fhe might employ 
*' in that .manner, to exprefs her deteftation of 
** the wanton and diflbhite life which fhe had 
** formerly led. It is certain, however, that 
^^ thefe unnatural ornaments were efteemed in- 
*' famous, in thofe more early times, by all good 
^' and fenfible people. Julius Caefar, though he 
*' is faid ta have been particularly pleafed with 
" the laurels decreed him by the Senate, becauft 
** they qoncealed the baldnefs of his temples ; 
" yet that great man, 1 believe, would hav« 
" been highly offended, if his Barber had pro- 
" pafed a fett of falfe curis for that purpofe — 
" thou^ it is confeffed, that the Emperor 
" Otho, many years after^ wore a periwig; as 
*^- he alfo is reproached with carrying a looklng- 
" glafs amongft his baggage in his jnilitary ex- 
** peditions. 

" The firft mention which I remember ta 
" be made of periwigs, in our Englifli hiftory, 
^^ is in the account of Prinee Charles and thc- 

*^ Duke 



Js96 THTE SFI RITUAL <^UIXOTE, 

*^ Duke of Buckingham's appearing in difguile 
*f at a ball at Paris, in their way to Madrid*: 
*^ but that was evidently a raafquerade-drefs, as 
** tliey wore falfe beards for the fame purpofe; 
*^ which alfo wa^done by the Players in Shake- 
•* fpeare's time. Wigs were but little^ if at all^ 
** ufed in England, till the Reftoration of Charles 
** the Second ;^ and then chiefly by perfons of 
** diftinftion^, Thefe indeed by degrees were 
^^ imitated by the Beaux and Fops of the age; 
*^ Yet it was fome time before the fafhion ex^ 
*f tended itfelf lo the gi*aver jwrofeffions, of LaWj 
*^^ Phytic,. and Divinity.. • But, ;Wheh ance it had 
** the fanflion of thofe venerable bodies, it was^ 
^ not long, we may fuppofe, before it fprcad 
^* amongft all ranks and degrees' of men ia-the 
•* nation;. 

" At firft, how^vei", iome fefemblance of Na- 
<* ture vv-asrobferved ia thefe contrivances of Art J . 
** ard a periwig was only a more complete head 
<* of hair^ fuited.to thejcomplcxion, aud fitied* 
^' as exactly as . poflible; tO' the forehead and • 
** temples, pf the perfon who wore it. • But of 
" late years,, any man, ,that ha«~a mind to look 
*-* more confiderable • or. more wife tlian ' hi^ 

*" la JC. James theFiTft's reign. - 

"neigh- 
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^ neighbours, goes to a Barber's, ^nd purchafes 
^ fifty lliillings-worth of falfe hair (white, black,. 
^ or grey),, and hangs, it upon his head, without 
*^ the leaft regard to his complexion, his age,, 
^ his perfon,^ or. his flation ia life. And 
*^ certainly,, if an inhabitant of the Cape of 
** Good Hope were to behold the fUff horfe-halu- 
** buckles, or tlie tied wigs, of our Lawyersy^ 
^ Phyficians, Trctdefmen, or Divines, they wouldb. 
^ appear as barbarous and extraordinary to them,^ 
** as the fheep's tripes and chitterlins about the: 
*^ neck of a; Hottentot do to us." 

Mife. Townfend and Mrs. Sarfenet forced 5k 
finile,.atWildgoofe's vehemence and far-fetched' 
Bomgarifon^, But he, correi6ting hunfelf,^, went: 
©n* 

*^ Eam afBam€d,'rfayshCy." to dwell fo long: 
^ upon the abfurdity of our modern periwigs ini 
** point? of taft?^ 3^t,.as Mifs^ Townfeni ob-^ 
*^ jefted to th^. gentility of my own locks; andi 
" as the chief intent of hair,.confidered as or^- 
^ namexital, feems to be to give afoftnefs to the.: 
*^ features, by riling, in an eafy manner, from. 
^ die. forehead, and falling loo fely. down upon* 
*^ the parts which it, was. defigned to cover ;.. l! 
" own,* I had rather fee the worft head of/ 
*^ natural hair,^ than . the. moil accurate wig; 

<^ that> 
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** that ever adorned a Barber's block. And, as 
*' a good tafte in other articles of drefs feems to 
« prevail in the world, I fliould not be fnrprized 
*' to fee periwigs again banifhed from the gen- 
*' teel part of mankind, to our poor la- 
*^ bourers and mechanics, to w'hom it may be 
•* fometimes convenient to be freed from the in- 
^cumbrance of & long or bufhy head of 
« hair. 

" But," continued Wildgoofe, ^* I have a par- 
" ticular and more important objeftipn to tliofc 
^* fupplemental locks, froni the bad influence 
^^ they certainly have upon the moral and reli- 
** gious conduft of too many in this, age," 

'* As how ? for goodnefs fake 1" cries Mi6 
Townfend. 

" Why, Madam," fays Wilc1)goofe, " perhaps 
•^ there never wvis a period that furnifhed fOk 
•^ many inftances of unfeafonable gaiety, or fo 
^' great a: number of old debauchees, as the age 
^ welive in. You yourfclf have met with one 
" inftance, in the fhort courfe of your ramble. 
^^ Now, I have often conceived,, how ftrange fo- 
«< ever you may think it, that this was owing in 
** a great meafurc t6 the ufe of periwigs ; that is,^ 
*^ to the great eafe with which the gentlemen of 
" this geniei-ation may conceal th^ cfFefts of old' 

^ age,. 



i 
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age, and exchange their grey locks for thofe 
which arc expreffive of youtli and vigbur. It 
w^ certainly the kind intention of Providence^ 
to remind us of the approach of age and infir- 
mity, by the feveral fymptoms of wrinkled 
foreheads, decaying teeth, and grey hairs. 
Now, when a man of a debaiiched. and diflb^^ 
lute jpmd is almpft worn out in the fcrvice of 
Jiis iTjifts and fenfual appetites, he puts on y 
fine flowing Adjonisr or white peri\^ig.(and 
perhaps a let of falfe teeth) ; furveys himfelf 
in the glajTs, and impiediately fprgets his real 
age ; coniipfsnces b^aii again in. thfe winter of 
Jus 4?ys;; and,' if hp ;c«nnoj: prevaiJ; on any 
modeft woman to a«fcpt.of him.ks an huf* 
band, be ,hf^: Jil'Obably recqwrfelto fome mer- 
cenary A^r^tch^ Wl¥> fquaiviers away his ^no-*-' 
ney, ruins his health, and.expofes hiipto the' 
ridicjile of hUvery iervants and dependents ; 
apd>r what i$ worfe, tb the .eternal diipleafure' 
of ibis oiFer^ed Creator/!, . , \ ^^-- .. : . - 
" Blefs raej'' cri^s ;Mi/i- Townfend, " why* 
you ha^ve. ^yen *js quijie. a ferfnoti upon peri-* 
wigs. I really, never; apprehended there Wa»> 
fo much 'fin; though there^ might b^ a great 
deal qf follyi, tinder the iiji?ig>Qf a b^u* But^ 
you will p^rftiade ope tOLbdieye, that, in a 

<« literal 
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^ literal fenfe, * the hairs of our head are air ^ 
^^ numbered*^ and th]at it is unlawful either to I* * 
^ increafe or diminifh them on any account, f ^ 
' ** Indeed I myfelf was impofed upon by anj 
f^ old gentleman in afolemnwig: and^onthej 
f ' contrary, I heard lately of an old Baronet, that 
<^ bXL in love with a ydimg lady of finall fortune | 
^ (at fome public place) for her beautiful brown I 
^ lochn He married her on a fudden. • But was i 
^^ greatly difappoin ted upon feeing her wig or ^ 
^' tite the next morning thrown carelefsly upon 
** her toilette, and her Ladyfhip appearing at 
** breakfaft in very bright redhair^ which was 
*^ a colour the old gcittl«tian happened to have 
*^ a particular averfion t#»** ^ 

« Well, Madam," replied Wildgoole,.if<^tferi 
^' I hope I have almoft made you a convert to 
<f my opinion, and reconciled you to the na- 
<^ tural ornaments of the human face; though 
*^ you were fo lately difgufted «t my appear- 
<< ance."— « Why, really,'^ fays Ihe, " wh^t- 
" ever maybe naturally beautiful; yetcuftoiii, 
*^ as I faid before, -makes one like or diflike 
^ things, as the fafhion varies." 

*' But, Madam, if 'painting the face were as 
*^ much the fafhioti in England as it is in 
^^ FrancCp' could yo« think it lawful for a-gopd 

«« Chriftian 
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'^ Chriftian to comply with fuch a fafliion, or 
*^ to make ufe of fuch meretricious decorations ?* 
*^ Lord F* fays Mifs Townfend,' *^ you ufe fo 
** many hard words ; you may call one names^ 
" for aught I know, and we not underftand 
^ you. But, I think, we have had more than. 
<^ enough upon this foolifh futijefl." 

Wildgoofe therefore made an apology for his 
impertinence, and took his leave for the pre- 
fent. And, having been now near a fortnight 
at Gloucefter, the next night he made a farewell- 
harangue to his ufual audience ; appointed Mr«. 
Sarfenet a fort of Deaconefs, and Mr. Keen the 
Barber a Ruler, of the little fynagogue,, with in- 
ftruftions to affertifile the brethren occafionally, 
and exhort them to perfcverance ; and left Glou- 
cefter the next day, after promifing to vilit them 
again in his return from Briftol. 



CHAR 
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Q H A P. XX. 

Tbi Fanwell-Harangue is attended with a dij" 
qflrous Ciuumflancf* 

\\T HEN Wil^goofe came to take his leave 
of Mrs. Sarfenet, Ihe happened to be 
gone out ; and he found nobody in the fhop but 
Mifs Townfend.* After a fliort converfation with 
her oa the fubjeft of religion (on which head 
Ihe never feei;ned to relifli his doSrine), Wild- 
goofe faid, "he hoped to have the pleafure of 
<^ hearing of her fometimeSj by the hands of 
** Mrs. Sarfenet.'^ — Mils Townfend anfweredy; 
" file did not know how long flie might ftay 
" atGloucefter: but," fetching an involuntary 
ligh, which was immediately fucceeded by a 
blufh, (he owned, " fhe ihould be always glad 
<* to hear of Mr, Wildgoofe, efpecially when he 
*^ was returned to his difconfolate mother,"— 
Wildgoofe replied, *^ that he had written to his 
*^ mother, and given her the reafons for his 
<* couduft ; but muft leave it to Heaven to dif- 
" pofe of him as it fliould think fit." Then, 
taking Mifs Townfend's hand, and preiEng it to 



1 



his lips, he' took his leave^ with a ^eep iigh and a 
ycrjr cxprcflive lilence. 

At Wildgoofe's farcwcU-har angue, there Wai a 
piece of ftin played off; which, as it Was attended 
with fcrious confequences to the poor Barber, 
cnght not to here omitted. 

Under the fame roof with the fgid Artift, and 
in part bf-thc feme ruiiious manlion, there dwelt 
an honeft Pul)licah, to whofe craft the pious 
Convcnticfc at Mr. Keen's was by no means 
fovotfrabte. The I^blician therefore gladly con- 
nived it, or i-ither aided and affifted, an nn- 
Iticky projeft of his fon and fbme prentices j to 
difturb at leltft, if not put k ft6p to, this dan- 
gerous aflfembly. The ancient diniilg*room, in 
ivhich thty krict, had a comihunioition with 
each part of the houfe : but the common door 
had been ftbppeJ up, by agrieement, for feme 
years. This, however, the lads contrived to 
open; and frcm thence, early in the morning, 
lad tafefbliy laid a train of gun-powder by the 
fide' of flic wall, as far as the tub updn which 
TugweH ufdafly fcatcd'himfeHF hear his'Mafter; 
and at |^rdper intervals had Beftowed fquibs 
and crackers, with balls of w'ild-firfe : and into 
the tub- thfey liad cortveytd a cbnfiderablc quaii- 
tity of tKitlafiifhal compofitiofa. ^ 

Vohi I K Having 
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Having thws laid their plot, they waited witfc | 
as much impatience for their time of meeting, J 
^as Guy Fawkes and hi^ affociates did for* the i 
meeting of the Pariiament on the fifth of No' 
vember. At length the. evening came; and 
VV'bilft Wildgoofe was in the raoft pathetic part 
of his difcourfe, dealing about his judgement of 
..wrath and indignation, fire and brimftonc,.witii 
.^grcat zeal and vehement gefticulatipns, they fet 
fire to their train,; which, corre§)onding yvith 
.tlie heated imaginations of the audience, kd 
Jts proper efFeft, and threw them into the utmoft 
xonfternation. 7 he Saints apd Sinners, fled pro- 
mifcuoufly, without waiting for the benediftiph. 
The tub, on w:hich Tugwe;ll was perchedy burfl: 
into a thoufand pieces, with fo loud a report, 
and fiich violent force, that, if Jerry's prudence 
,hM-not prevailed over his fortitude, and prompted 
,him to make his cfcape s^nongft th^ forcmoft 
of the company, he would probably have beea 
fent to Heaven, before his time, in. a chariot of 
fire. A poor decrepit old woman,' however, in | 
)ier crowned hat, who, on account of her deaf- 
iiefs, was feated near the Preacher, was tehibly 
battered and burnt by the burftijog of the barrel : 
which, of itfelf, was a fufiicient reafon for Mr. 
Keen's getting a ^ warranty apd » ca^rrying the 

Publican 
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ican before the Mayor ; who, unlefs he had 
1 Sufficient baiV and given fecurity to jn- 
lify the old woman for her burni knd 
es, would have committed him to the Caftle. 
Publican, however, took an opportunity of 
iging himfelf fufficiently upon his pious 
ibour ; which will be related in its ^ra^t 
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BOOK IV. 

C H A P. !• 

thi PHgrimt fit nit fir [ Bdtb^ 

^Ut R* Wildgoofe, during his ftay at GIou- 
'^ cefter, having heard that there, was a 
confiderable Society of godly people eftablifhed 
at Bath, was refolved to vifit that place in his 
way to BriftoL And being liken^dfe informed 
that there was at this time a race at Cirencef- 
ter ; he was inclined to make another effort at 
one of thofe public meetings, and attack tbe 
Devil, a fecond time, in one of his ftreng holds; 
and refolved therefore tatake his route by that 
place and Tetbury^ and ib to Bath. 

Acc<>rd* 
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Accordingly they fct out pretty early in the 
morning, tod about eiglit o'clock reached pi^, 
lip-hiU. 

Wildgoofe, being a little thouglitful on part* 
ing with hk Chriftiaa brethren ; and a fort of 
XDelancIioly likewife fucceeding in his mind, to 
the innocent fprightlincfs of Mife Townfend;, 
but little converfation pafled between the two 
Pilgrims. Tugwell, however, took the liberty 
to remind his Matter of his mother's illncfs; and, 
faid, " it was a little hard-hearted in him, not 
" to write her a letter, hoivfcmever; that h^ hira- 
" felf fhould not mind the lofs of his foi^ f(> 
" much, if he could but hear from him now, 
" and then, that he might know whether he 
" was alive or not : he hoped, therefore, that 
" Mr. Wildgoofe would write t6 Madam, and 
" let her know as bsw thjej Ihould be at home 
'* again very fpeedily,'* — ^Wildgoofe replied, with 
\ fomc degree of peevilhnefs, ^* that he i«^/ written 
I •* tolii^ mother J but as to theii; returning home; 
** again, that was according as Mr. Wliitfieidi' 
^ fliould difpofe of him, and according to tlia 
*« fuccefs of his labours in the Gbfpel. In Ihort^** 
fays he, ^* haft thou forgot our great Matter*' ^ 
** declaration, 'Whofocverlove^ father or m'othcr 
" more than mc, is not worthy of me r"— Jerry ' 
K 3 ftood 
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ftood cbrrefted, and fo trudged on without ftr 
ther reply, fc^ 

They now proceeded for fcveral miles, with- 
out meeting with any adventure : and Wild- 
gooli might as Well have thought of preaching 
tlie Gofpel in'the»defarts of Arabia, as on the ! 
Gotfwold hills. He would have been like tlic 
Preacher, whofe difcourfes generally produced 
fiKh a folitude in his cliurch, that he was face- 
tioufly called, *' the voice of one crying in the. 
** wildernefs or defart,^' p^ox clamantis in defirt% ^ 

Indeed the faoie of Cirencefler ra,ces operated, 
& ftrongly, that it h^d- drawn every nian^. 
woman, ajid child, for ten miles round, tha^ 
coi^d either borrow an liorfe, or walk on fopt^ 
i^ito its vortex J fo that they did not meet a^, 
living, creature,' unlefs 9, London waggon might, 
b^ called fo;^ upon the high road. 

In the afternoouj^ however, they faw a pom- 
pous equipage, witli a numerous attendance,^. 
cooic whirling ^long the road^, amidft a cloud of 
dull. It was a lande^u,, or open coach, with fix. 
liorfes^ and four or five out- riders in moft 
flaming liveries. They came upon them fo fud«^ 
denly, that Wildgoofe had hardly time to get 
Qvit; of the roAd y a^nd. opQ of the footmen gavc; 
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Tugwcllani hearty cut with his whip, to quicken 
his pace, and clear the way. 

The principal figure in this gay party was ^^ 
young 'fellow, whdro,. on a futklen gTance, 
"Wildgoo'fe immediately rccolledtedf to have bee rC 
an intimate acquaintance in the Univerfity. lie 
tad unexpcftedly arrived at an itninenre for- 
tune ; was juft married ; and" was coaJufting hi* 
bride, with fome other company, to l/is country 
lioufe^iit ^ — ^— fliire. He would^ hardly hst^;i 
rccbnntjitred Wildgoofe, however, in his ftiort' 
hair and h'isprefcnt uncouth appearance, if he 
iiad vouchfafed a look upon two fuch dufty ob- 
jefts as. he and his^ fello\V-tfavellcr now tNxrc, 
The whde compan)*" conlTflfed* of three h-rdici 
and twa gentlemen ; \vho were lai^ghrncf Tviii* 
lacking, irrall the gaiety 'and wanton *leVUy*ot* 
iindiinking youth. Wildgoore,'howeverj \<as i6* 
Ur ftovh envying tliemj that- he only lamented 
their nnhappinefs,^ " that, notwithftanding their* 
" fplendid appearance and feeming felicity/ 
" they bad not yet b^nblcffed with the ilki-* 
Mmrimtioii of the' Spirit, as^ he flattei-ed him^ 
^ ielf,>he aindWs hbmble ceWpaiifion had hap- 

Tills fcenc was liardly flnftcd, when, as ar* 
centraft t6 the. fj JclndDr of k, they efpicd a poor 

K 4 T...: 
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Tinker and lib Tnill, fitting catnly on a Ihady 
bank^ under an hedge^ a little out of the Toa(L 
Tug^ell inquired of the Tinker, /* how far it 
*^ wa&to Cirencefter.** Inftead of giyii^ ^ di- 
ircft anfwer to his qucfiion, the Tiiikcx told 
liim, " he would be too late for the fport ; for 
** that the horfes were to ftart at three o'clock, 
^* smd that this was the laft day of the r^urc." 
'ths firft part of this intelligence damped Tyg^ 
\yeU's fpirits; as the latter, madg Wildgoofc 
waver in his refolution of going tl^t way. He 
then aiked the Tinker, " whether ^^ije was 
<* not a nearer way to Tetbury th^. throu^t 
« Ciiencefter r"— <^ Ycs,^ fays he, " by fome 
<^ miles. If you keep the right-hand toad at 
<* the next turning, it will bring you to a pub* 
^ lie houfe, called P^urk-corner^^ where there is 
•< good ale and civil ufj^e*'* ] 

As the Tinker and his Djoxy w^re regs^ing 
themfelves with a bacon-bone, which thciy had 
got at a ncighbpnring farm-houfe, it put Tug- 
well in mindt of what he had ftoced ia his 
wallet : and Wiklgoofe, confidering it^asan ad' 
of humijiiation, ai|d that he miight prqVablf 
make a meal and make a convert 9it tUfe' fafie* 
time, complied with Jerry*s requeA, to jbla 
diis happy couple, and re&eih themfelves with* 

what 



what, MrSfc Whitfield, had furaifhcd h'm ar 
Glouceftcr^, \yhere, befides a fubftantial flice or 
two of a pund of bcef^ he had hid in aa 
old Frencb-flaik^ fitted with foiBc good^ate- 
Qj; ftcQJOg b^er.* They tjhcr^fcv-e^ \vif:h a prop^v 
^lo^y, took their fta;^ upoa the h^nk ;, WiIcIt 
gpofe lieact th^ Tinker, and Tugwelt bj hi% 
trull. / ' 

They were hardly feated, when Wil^'gopfp 
(in his way) aiked the Tinker, ** why he chofc 
*^ to lead fuch an idle> vagabond life, as. thole 
" of his ptfofeflioft generally did f '*— ^^ Yes,** fays; 
Tugwellj, ** it is lite a travelling. Coblei^ that 
*^ goes about^ and take$ themeaiopt of the mouth 
*^ of an honeft workman, that is to live by his. 
<<. trade.!*— « Hey 1 what the devil ^' (%Sjt'^» 
Tinker) " the Pot calls the Kettle Black a-fel 
•* vvhy> I fuppofe, tbo^ art a Pedlar,, as well a& 
« ovyielf : fur^ all trades muft, live,?'— «« Yes,'* 
feys Wildgoofe, " very, true : bmt I wooden any 
*< oiiie fllould cliufe to live m fudi an unfettjed 
*' way^ if it is in his power to avoid it."— - 
** Aye," fays the Tinketj^ " hut thofe that cijnr. 
" not- live, a^ hon>e, muft feck their' fortync 
<< abrog^ It is better to pick a bone unckr at 
*^ hedge;,, tlian; toroti^ a gaol,^ a&, perhaps I 
**; might have done if I had ftayed at home^"-— 
K 5 ' *^How 
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«« How fo ?'^ fays Tiigwell, ^ What 1 1 fuppolcf 
" you owed money, and had none to pay ?'*—' 
•* Yes,** repltes the Tinker? "I was ruined by 
•* a piece of good" fortune : or rather, by truft* 
** ing more to the fmiles of fortune^ than ta 
<* ,my own induftry«^«^" That is no thuJommon 
♦< c^*' fays Wirdgoofe : "but how did tbt 
•* come to pafs.?" To which the Tinkw replic<r, 
as in the foilowing chapter*. 



CM A P. IL. 

tbi ^nhr's Tali., 



" T was fettled in a very flourifhing trade, as 
/* •*• a Brazier, in a large town in the Weft of 
f* England ; in whicH I employed a great many 
** hands : and my wife and P lived happily 
^* together. A diftant relation^ dying without 
" children, teft five thoufand pounds betwixt 
** me, my three brothers, and a fifter;. which,^ 
" one would have thought, might eafily have 
** been divided between us, withoutthe affiftancc 
^ of a Lawyer. But, as we were to pay an olct 
** aunt an annuity for her life, ef twenty 
•^ pounds half yufrfyy this part of tlie will being 



^^ pole^ you mean/*fays Wiklgoole. — «< I meati,^ 
%s the Tinker, " what the Lawyer told u«*— 
" that It was impoffiblc to know^ a$ tlic wilV 
"• was^worded, whether it meant twenty pgund* 
^'or foity pounds a yeat;^ though ^vcry one' 
"knew tht intention of my kinfman was, to' 
" leave her only twenty pounds a y«ar in the* 
"whole; and the Lawyer that made the will* . 
•* had probably expreffed it fo on purpofe to 
** make work for the Tinker (as the faying is)*^. 
*^ Well;. we were ad%ifed to piat ihe affair iftta 
" Chancery, in an amicahh way^ as they call*. 
•* it ; which, as they told 'us, would be a trifling- 
" expcnce, and would, fcon be determined. But ' 
*^ my lifter and'one of my brothers dying in the 
♦ mean time, and kaving children^ we were 
" forced to have Bills of Revivor (I think they 
^ call them)- one after anotlier : fo that, by 
^^ fbme means or other,, we coutd never get a 
*^ decree, to fettle, this affair, under feven years^^. 
•* When that was dbne, our Lawyer told us, the-- 
^^ bufihefe would now foon blended ; for that 
*« there was nothing more to do, but to fet- 
** tie the account before a Mafter in CTian- 
** eery; which, one would. tliink, might have 
" been eafily dbne. Butw«foonfoimd,ihatnota- 
K6. "fewt 
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M i^w years wci:e. xeqiured tokfettV: an accouj 
** which any School-mafter, ©r iodced a 
" Schodrboy, might have fettled in a f 
*f hours^ 

J' Bill; I Ihould have told you bcfoigy xh 
*V aftcx a dccejat mourning for the death of,) 
H kinfmaa, I had invited feme of my fricnck 
*l.a tavern, to partake o£ my joy ^or the leg 
** which he had left me. I alfo thought it i 
*f ,,neceflary to make myfelf any loiter, a fl 
" to niy bufinefs ; and the refpeft veith wh 
</ I found myfelf treated,, by t^e waiters i 
*f tapftera at the^ public houfes wjliich I i 
f* cj^uehted, made me fond .of repeatiiig'my >i 
** at thofe places of rendezvous. 

" My poor wife fa\y the abfurdity of 
/^ conduft ; and, \yhenever I came home eh 
<< w^th liqpur, would reproach, me fen: my f( 
<« in no very gentle teru^s. In fhort, he 
<* began to be difagreeafeje to me, and I ^ 
^' never eafy put of a public houfe ; fo that, 
** ncgleftingmy bufinefs^. and fpcnding €onfi< 
*^ able fums at th^ tavern, by the time qurh 
<< fuit was ei^ded^ I found myfelf mop in d 
^ than the fhare of rpy legacy which the '. 
** had left ra^e amounted to ; . for, inftead of • 
** thoufand pounds^ apiece,,, it did not turn 
5 «* ab 
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'^ abave {iv« hnmfred* Her ffxatioa on thi»^ 
'* accoqnt was die dcatli of nay poor mk ; aod 
'^ tliough I held iq> my hciKl a. y<<iir or twa 
^' looger, sny landlord at laft fcised upon my 
'< ftock, for rept; apd I was, forced to abfcpnd».. 
"and k^ye my tfcrce chij^a npon the pariib,,^ 
'* ai|d to fly oiy. country. And thu»^ by my^ 
" own folly, and the iniquity of a GEmtt of 
" Equity, from a topping Tradefman^ I anct 
*^*^bccome a travelling Tinker^ at ycair feryice^** 

Though Tugwell had been craafliing in bu^, 
Cdld beef, during die Tiidier's nanatioo ; yet he 
ihook his head at the condufioa of it^ and; faid^ 
" that the Law was a bottomtefs pit^ 9& the^ Ex* 
^ Vcifemaa ufed to. fay.'' 

WikJgooie obferved^ ^^ that dio& fiorms \a 
f ' Law, Avhicb were fooietimes fo oppreljlve t^ 
'< individuals, were the greateft ic^rity, i» 
" general, of jufticc and of property .*'-i^**Tbat 
^ is true, Matter," fays TngwelK « Buit comc^ 
** let us drink, and drive care away,*^ quotb 
Jcrr jr* He then put the flaflc to his moutbi^ and 
toiTed o^ one h?if of it : then, dapf»ing hit 
hand upon the young woman^s koer, who was 
a handlbn^ black giri (Uack, I 0)ea% fcom 
the footy contafi of her Paramour, for n^tunrall^ 
Ihe was as fair as the Venus of Corregio)^— Tug^ 

well. 



well, I dy, fqti€««ing lier knieSe, with ii waggffiV 
air, bid die lidj, pledge Kim/ Biit the I'inkert^ 
dog, who lay at his miftrcfsV feet, not appTO\'- 
ing of Jerry*s femiliarity, ftarts up, and fnaps 
Qt his fingers : in return for which, he g^t tk 
ibg a kick in the guts. This roi:Q:ed the Tinker's 
choler, already provoked arTugwcirs amorous' 
freedom with' his Doxy ; - and he gave him ar 
dick in the mazard, Tugw«U had not been ufed* 
tamely to receive a kick or a cuff: he therefote' 
gave die Tinker a rejoinder ;- which would have 
buought on a- regular % boxii^-match, had n«r 
WiUgoofe on one fide, and TruHa on the other,- 
interpo&d, and piit a ilop to farther hoftiJities. 
The Tinker, however, faeked up his budget; 
and'hi^ ooDnpanion her bundle, and went growl" 
ing off, with hearty curfes both upon TugwelT 
and his.Mailc*r,fcH' intruding "Hpon them, and 
intcrtnipting their tranquillity* Sneh was the 
event of Wildgoofe's benevolent Intention of 
converting this itinerant Cof^r-fmith and his 
female companion ; which Tugwett called *^ caft* 
" ing their pearls- before fwine;'* though hi* 
own indiicretioa alone and carnal waggery had 
defeated his^Muftet^s purpofe, and * deprived hiii> 
of an opportunity of giving^ them any {pkitoaJ 
inftruftion, . / ' 

Our 
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Our two Pilgrims finifhed their rcpaft,^oolL 
a fhort nap to refrefh themfelv^, and then pro^ 
cccdfed*on their journey ;.• leaving the Girencefter 
iwdi and bending their courfe towards ParK— 
earner:- but the (hades of night overtook them,, 
before they reached' their intended quarters^ 



CHAP. IIL. 

fiWr cm^aik. Rneftion at Park-cornery mart 
Lord. Batbur/Ts Woodu, 



•' 1>LESSEE>^ be the man that &ft inventei 
^ Warming-^ans !" faid an old gentleman^ 
with whom Ipailed the Aips^ upon coming to ai 
comfortable Inn on Mount St. Bernard. And 
<* bleffed be that good Ghriftian who firft found 
<< out'Chimney-corners.i'V faid Togwell tohim-v 
ielf;^ upon ipying the diftant light of the Inii 
to whkh they badrbeeh direfied. ** Nothing is^ 
** more comfo^ablcy" continued Jerry, " Aatf 
<< a pipe of tobacco in a chimney-corner^ after 
^<' wandering about in a dark night and in a 
" ftrange country^aswe have ddne. And if I 
^ can but meet with a bit of foft cheefe and a 
^ ladUhjt to clofe the orifice of the ftomach (as 

" the 



<< th^ ^jccifb^iaQ ufed tp, fay)^ I ihd^l be 9s I^gpy 
<« as the Gri^at Mc^irf." 

TugwcU w^s confoling^ himielf with th^f^, ftr^ 
ypury. idcsLs^ whei^ about nine oVlpcli^ %gfi 
approach^dPvJji-cory^r:, 3«tli>! ii^qad. of |tiM 
fnug fcenfe; wbidi Jei^ry ha4 fprojiie^ ip tu^ i^tf^iTi 
nation, they found the Ipn fix crovrcled with 
company frmn Cirencefter races, that they were 
forced to fit drinking outsat ther ^oor (it being 
a warm evening) ; and the ftables alio were fa 
full, tliat there wer^ near tw^RtyJicwrfe^ feindiag 
round the fig^^rppft* 

It was ii^ vain for foot-paffengers to ex- 
pe/ft any kind of lodgings uponfuch an oqca- 
£pn; Aikd it was. even with di)£c^lty that they got 
any fort of refrefhqfient. TugweU>b^ntocom*^ 
plain of great fatigue, and to lament their di& 
tre&: but Wildgpofe, atteiiti>e to nothing fo 
Biuchvats^the converfion of finnen^ cried out, ib 
a> ftrain- of exultation, ^* New for it, Jerry I thia 
^ is an linexpeftcd QffXMftulnity 1 IdL ua take 
^ poffeflion of the Devils ftrong hold; wo wilT 
^ juake his kingdom ihake, I'll warrant you !*''' 

^Having f^id this, ia tlie wannth of Ms aeaf^ 
wlthiout any more cerewKHiy, he mounted tte 
horienblock contiguous tO; the fi^-poft, and 
begaii to hskxWQW with.fuch vehemei^c^ that 

• he 
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b foon drew tpgeti^r all the cotpjpiany about the 
boufe :~ and though fome mocked^ yet oth^|:s 
were very attentive; for, asniany of th^m lived - 
at np great difianpe from Gloucdlery they had 
heafd of Wildgopfe's fame^ and were glad of an 
Opportunity of gratifying th^r curi^ty at fa 
rafy a ratie. 

Buf, a|t^r a lit^e tingie^ fonie of them begai^. 
to regret t^e le^yi^ their pipes and dieir punch*- 
boiyls;' others were provoked at being intec«^ 
ruptjE^d in the midft of their fongs and catches^ 
and could not forbear renewing their melody at. 
every period of Wildgoofc*s dtfeourfe : which he 
perceiving, after fome time, addrefled them in 
the appftolical ftrain, " If any is merry, let him 
** fing Pfalm« ;" and ordered TugwcU to give 
cut the huQidredth Pfalm. But the people of thjr 
houfe^ thinking their craft was in danger, aod^ 
that p^[^i:hing and finging of Pialxns interrupted 
n^ore |H'o|it;^ble byfinefs, were not much pleafed 
with thjcfc proceedings. They connived^ there- 
fore, at a propofal of the Hoftler ; who, climb- 
ing up the fign-pOft^ which was not much illu- 
minated> difcharg^ a bucket of water upon ther 
heads of the two Pilgrinos ; which ttd{ki a great 
uproar, threw all into confuiion, and effeftually 

cooled tlicir devotion* 

They 
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They were now cchainly in very evil plight J 
afcnoft wet to the Ikin, an J thoroughly tired; 
nor likely to get any bed, or any comfbrtablc 
accommodations, iat Park-corner : ami they were 
affuredf ** thei* was iio other houfeupon the toad 
** nearer than Tetbury, which was fix or fevcn 
^* miles." In themidft of this diftrefs, however, a 
gentleman^s fervant in a green coat and bla€k 
cap, with forae dog*conples by his fide, having* 
obferved that Wildgoofe ihad a ^i^tch^ in his 
ppcket (which he conftilted ^bout th^ honror 
the night), and'-that he had dtherWlfe tfee appear^* 
ance of a gentTemaii, thought he might fafely' 
invite him and his companion to his habitations^ 
This Was part of an oU Gothic building, abo:»t' 
a mile iivitliin i^ord Bathurft's fine woods, which' 
extend for five or fix- miles to the weft of 
Cirdnccfter, and are cut into glades and iivenues; 
moft of which arc terminated by tow^s of 
ipires, or fome other ftriking objefts, agreeably 
to the n^agnificent tafte of that worthy Noble- 
man, 

Upon the Keepcr*« offering tferfn (wchiaccom- 
modations as his houfe would affoi^I, tfaetraveU 
lers, we may be fure, having no choice, were* 
glad to accept of To unexpefted an invitation*. 
They accompanied, their honeft guide, therefore^. 

who 
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who was then going to his caftle, together with 
a Groom, of my Lord's, who had ftayed out 
beyond his time, and intended to lie at the houffe. 
in the wood till the morning. ' 

The glooiiiy darkncfs and folemn filence of 
the woods, through which they were- condufted 
by mterc ftrangers, filled Tugwell with terrible 
apprehenfions ; which were greatly aggravated^ 
upon their approach to the houfe, by the loud 
barkingis of fome wolf-dogs, pointers, and * 
fouthern hounds, and the like ; which, echoing 
from the ruinous walls, revived in Tugwell's 
imaginatlbn his danger from the adventure of 
the buck-hunters; but, when they came ftilt 
nearer, the ''canking 6{ fome Spanifh geefe, the 
gobling of turkeys, and the noife of other un- 
common fowls which are kept there, threw 
poor Jerry into the utmoft conftcmation. Ht 
was foon fireed ftQva. this alarm, however, on 
being condufted into a chearful kitchen ; wherc^ 
the Keeper's wife was expefting the return of her 
hufband by a good fire. Being informed of the 
difbcjfs from which his benevolence had freed th^ 
travellers, JDbe received them with tolerable civi-i 
lity; dcfircd tliem to come to the fire^.ai\d dry 
themfelves; ai:\d entertained them witli as mucV 
bofgitality as their circmiiftances would allow of. 

Tba 
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The Keeper had but one fparc b«^, whkK 
Tugwell could nox. be prcTailed jopon to partake 
with his Mafler, but took up bis lodgings with 
die Groom in the hay-loft: and, WildgooTe, 
in;^ii^ it a ppiBit of cqj^iki&xicc not ta indulge 
faimfclf in the foftaefs of adowr^bed when lu» 
'fe}]oW*labourer fared fo coadly, wrapt hiai&lf 
up in the coverlet^ and lay down upon tbie fiooc^ 
So, though they were both thoroughly tired, 
through thjs complaifajice of the onie, and die 
^ixotifiji of the other, a- very good feather-bcci 
remained ufteteff and unoccupied* Wildgoofegp 
however, flept tolerably well on the flooir ; and ' 
Tugwell would have flept better in the hay-loft^ 
haxi not the Groom, wlio chofe to lie, it^ hvk^ 
boots and ipurs, given Jerry nfi^^ aiu^,tl|q^8M|,, 
involuntary tipllation.. 



TN the morning, as ibon as the Keeper arpfe,. 
"^ he prepared them a good breakfaft 'of toaft 
ax^d ale; and, as his wife was dreiling a fucking 
child by the fire^ fh'e expreffed fom^ concern, 

that 



THk sn*.xttJAi. qrjyfxotE. ^13 

'fliat »fr. Wlldgtxtfchatdhadio badalddging, and 
Was foiled to lie upon the floor all night, as fhc 
Ibt'nd'he hkddone. Wildgoisife, recbllefting Mf, 
"Whififidd's^ Ai^thocl of allogorizing upon fuch oc- 
tafiCtiSy ftibok his head^ and, turning towards 
Tirgwel!, in allufionto the child at the brcaft, 
«* Ah r fays he, *^ I fweetly leaned on my Sa^- 
^. vit)ti^*9 bolbm ; and fuchd out of the hrtajis 
^ (Qf his cohfblation; and lean truly (ay, the 
••^l)iihjier of his love was (pread over mc the 
^ whole night*.** 

The p()or woman, a fh^ngfer to this pious jar- 
gon, flared at him with aftoniifliimeiit, to hear 
a jolly man, as Wildgoofe was, talk dF fucking 
at the breaft : which Tugweli oblcrvlng, and 
imagining he could expl^n his Mafter'« mean- 
ing, **'Y^, yes,\^ fiiys he, ^*^his Worlhip only 
*< talks in the way of Chriffian diicourie, look- 
" ye! that is,^ as a body may fay, his Worlhip 
*^ took a gooQ fiirlnging nap, and had a com* 
«* foruble night's reff.'* Wildgoofe did not rc- 
^cSt upon the impfdbability of his audience^s 
not comprehending his allegorital meaning; but 
lfhou|;ht the leaft he cbuld dou in return for 
their kmcfaiefs, was to imipirt iopic spiritual ad* 
¥icc toli& lioll and'famiiy. 

* Vid. Joumtk» 

After 
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After a few obfervations therefore upon the 
laudable nature o( hofpitality^ and putting them 
in mind, ^^ that, in the primitive times, fomc 
*•* had entertained Angels, without fufpcAing 
•* any thing of the matter;" he proceeded to 
aflure them, " tliat in fuch cafes as that of 
** Rahab the Harlote for inftancc, it was her 
•* faitb^ and not ker kindnefs td thie Jewifh Spies, 
•* that was fo acceptable to God, In ihort," 
fays he, ** though it is a very commendable 
'** thing to entertain Grangers in diftrefs, as yon 
** have done us ; yet you muft be very cautious 
" not to place the leaft merit in this, or in any 
** other good work which you can pofiibly pcr- 
" form. For we muft be faved \>y Faith alone, 
** without works." 

* " Faith and troth. Matter," replies the Keeper, 
Httle ufed to religious /peculations, *' I nev^r 
" thought about merit, or any fuch thing : I 
'" did as I, would be done by. . Our ale is but 
" poor indeed; but, Ibch as it is, you are as 
" welcome to it as a King t and I don't defire a 
^* farthing for nly trouble* 

** However, Matter, t don't know what you 
** mean by beihg Javed without work. But I 
^^ am fure all the faith, in the World, Without 
*^ wcrkyVfovld not fave nie from ftarving. It 

*Ms 
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f*"^' is itruc,^ continues kc, ^^ I live in my Lord's 
^*'' houfc here, tcnt^rcc; but never a man in 
:**f the country worh harder to fupport his family, 
"' difEil)}! do. And if you chufe to take a turn 
^< here in the woods, I will (hew you fome fer- 
** pentine walks, which / advifed my Lord to 
" let me cut out thiis Jaft week;** in which, 
indeed, the honeft man probably took imore pride. 
than my Lord hjimfelf did, 

Wildgoofe, therefore, having given his hpftefe 
half a crown for her trouble (which fhe did not 
at all expeft from fuch guefts), took his Ie%»t, 
and accompanied the Keeper into the woods. 

c n A P. V, 

A Str anger y of a peculiar CharaSlery urriviU 

AS the Keeper and his guefts were in the 
amphitheatre before the Gothic houfe, there 
arrived a tall elderly gentleman (with . his fer- 
vant), whofe curioJity had brought him to fee 
the place. ** Wellj" fays he, to a country fel- 
low who had been his guide, " where are thefe 
^turpentine walks, which you told me of?'* 
Thcn^ alighting from his horfe, and furVeying 
. ., .. : . . . . thl 
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Cbe IfarQChnre^ which r^rcfimts the* ram of a 
caftfe over-grown vHih ivy; ** Aye/* fays he, 
, •* a very andent place ! Probably one of the 
^ cd/tra itfiA;a^ or fumtnet camps^ of the Ro« 
*^ mans; fome appendage to Cirtncefter, I fup* 
<* pofe, which was one of thte rij/?ra hihernay or 
** winter ^tjdfts> or ihe Roman legions. The 
^ csS&t itfelf was prdbably builtj dWing tte 
** Barons wars, in the reign of Henry the 
« Thiid, or df King John.^— « Aha I look ye , 
<< there now,'' fays the KieepcJr, ftniling; ^'fo 
•* feveral geiftleimen have, thought. But, Sir, 
•• I ailttre jb% it Was built by my prefent 
** Lord, but a few years ago ; and his Lord- 
^* fhip ufed to fay, he could have huilt it as 
** M agam, if he had had a mind.** — ^^ Built 
** by my prefent Lord !*' cries the gentleman 
with a frown ; ^* and were there no ruins of a 
** caftle here before ?^— ." Not that I ev^r heard 
*' of," replies the Keeper.— ^^^^ Well, for my 
** part,'' fays the ftrangcr, *' I don't at all ap- 
*^ prove of thefe deceptions : which muft necct 
<^ farily miflead future Antiquaries, and intro- 
^^ duce great confufion into theEnglifh Hiftory. 
^< I don't wonder," continues |he flranger, turn- 
ing, tQwardsWildgoof^ ^^ that any gentleman 
^ ihould wiih to have his woods or gardens 

^* adorned 
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^' adorned with rficfe venerable Gothic ftruftures; 
** as they ftrike the imagination with vaft 
" pleafure, both by th^greatnefs of the objeft, 
^\ and alio by giving us a melancholy idea of 
" their paft grandeur and magnificence. But 
^' for a man to huild a ruin^ or to ereft a mo- 
^Vdern houfe in the ftylc of our Gothic ancef- 
" tors — appears to me the fame abfurdityy and 
" muft be attended with the fame inconvenience 
.•* to pofterirjr, as that which many people have 
** of late run into, of having their piftures drawn 
" in the habits of Vandyke or Sir Peter Lely ; 
** or that of our modern Mint-maftcrs, of rcprc- 
^ fcnting our Engtifh Heroes in Roman a^i-mour 
*' and tbe dreffes of antiquity, , For though I 
*^ niyfelf have a great veneration- for the Roman 
^ cuftoms, yet this foolifh praSice, I tiiink," 
^ deftroyS one confiderable ufe of Piftures and 
^ Me4alsi; that. of conveying to pofterity the 
** habits and cuftoms of the age we live in." 

"I find. Sir,"' fays Wildgoofe, ^* you are a* 
*\ :Connoifleur in thefe things ; and, Ifuppoi'e, have 
** a. taftc for Antiquities."— r" Sir," replies the 
Gentlpfiftan, '^ I havefome little tafte that way ; 
V and tQpk CireriCefter in my -ip^ to Cilou- 
*' cefter, not to fee. the races, I gffure yQU,,buo 
UViiL. h L >' to. 
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•* for the fobfiftencc of focicty : but for Poetry, 
** Painting, Sculpture, and the like, I think it 
^ enough, if tliey are allowed to be ornamental, 
^^ and to contribute to the recreation of man* 
^* kini 

^ In fhort, Sir, if Hiftory, Chronology, and 
•** feveral oilier branches of polite literature, arc 
-<* allowed to be of any ofe to the world, the 
•^ knowledge of Medals muft alfo be allowed td 
^* have its fhare of merit; as inftrumental in 
^ illuftrating and confirming feveral particulars 
^ in thofe fciences," 

« Why, Sir," replies Wildgoofe, " I muft 
^ confefs myfelf to be one of thofe who think 
<* only^oftc branch jof knowledge at all neccflary 
*^ or worth our purfuit : and that is, the know- 
^ ledge of OUT; fallen ftate, and of our redemp- 
^ tion, as revealed in the Bible," 

The Antiquary flared at firft with fome afto- 
nifliment at Wildgpofe's declaration. . But foon 
guefling at his religipus turn, " Well,*' fays he, 
^ to carry the matt;er ftill farther then. We conU 
*^ not undei-ftandthe Bible (at leaftfcveral'fex- 
<^ preffions in it) withbut the affiftance of this 
*'< ftudy. , . ^ ' •' 

*< Thcj hiftory of the. Jews, foom the time of 

*^ the Macq^bees :to the ibirth pf Chrift, w^s all' 

-;: •> .: J " obfcuritj 
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*' obfcttrity and confiifion ; till Monfieur Vaif- 
" lant, from a colledion of Greek Medals, hai 
•* given the, world a complete fcries of the Syto- 
" Macedonian Kings. 

" And the title of evergetes, or Bencfac- 
" tor, which is found on the coins of the Antio* 
" chos's and the Ptolonicy's, very well explains 
" what is meant by the Gentile Kings- l)eing 
" called Bentfaclorsi which the CoiiMnentators,, 
" I think, made but bungling work of before. 

" The Tribute-money, with Caefar's Image- 
" and Superfcription, was a Roman P^wy,'^ or 
" Denarius : and the Two-pence, which die 
" Good Samaritan is fuppofed to have given the 
" Landlord for his care of the wounded Tra- 
" veller, were two of thofe Denarii ; or about 
" fiftten pence of our money. Thefe things, 
* perhaps, might have been known from a 
** flight acquaintance with the collateral hifto- 
** ries of thofe times : butftill it is a fatisfaftioa, 
** to fee the very Coins which were then current,, 
** and which are preferved in the cabinets of the 
*^ curiousJ* 

" Ah !" fays Wildgoofe, ** I want no com- 

•* mcntaries, nor any afliftance, to underftand 

** the Scriptures, When God has once revealcd 

" himfelf to a man, every expreffion fpeaks com-- 

L 3 <<• fuDt 
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*< fort to his foul; and he can feel the truth df 
^< it, without any teaching or inftru£tion. ^ei- 
^ ther do I doubt that, although all other helps 
" fhould be loft, Providence would preferve the 
<^ knowledge of the Scriptures in his Chm-cbXQ 
*^ the world's end. I don't naean the eftaUiihed 
•* or vi/thle Chxirch (which, I am afraid, hai 
*^ departed from its own doftrines) J but the /«- 
** vt^bie Church, or Society of true Chriftiansj 
" by whatever denomination they arc difiia* 
«* guilhcd." 

^s Wildgoofe was launching beyond the^com-^ 
prehenfioQ of the Virtuofo, and they were now 
conic into a beautiful avenue, which terminated 
upon a vifiMi Church, the Gtentlensan turned 
the difcourfe to die beauty of the pro(jpeft$ 
^d they being now come miar the Tctbur^ 
road, Wildgoofe took his leave, and, togethef 
with his trufty companion, proceeded on Hi 
journey towAids £ath* 



CkAR 
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C H A P. VI. 

Some jfccotM of the Virtuofe. 

AS foon as they were got out of fight of 
the Antiquary, Tugwell began to open. 
« Od'slifer quoth he, " this is a defperate 
" man for the Romans — I fuppofe he's one of 
^ your Papi/kes. I never heard of fuch a whim- 
** fical Gentleman fince I was born. His far- 
** vant fays, he almoft ftarved one or two of 
^* his children, by breeding them up in the Ro- 
** man way ; for he would never let them eat 
•^ till fUn-fet ; and would never fuffer his little 
" boy to w^ar a hat, becaufe the Romans, be- 
" like, went bare-headed. He makfes his chil- 
** dren, inftead of fhoes add ftockings, wear 
'^ leathern bulking, like Jofeph and his bre- 
" thren in the Bible. 

•* And his man iky«, he would have had the 
*^ body of his eldeft fon, who died, burnt to 
*' aflies, becaufe the Romans did fo; but hi^ 
** ,wife woulJuot confent to it. Nay, he threa- 
^^ tens to put his daughters to deaths if they 
L 4 *' mairy 
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•* marry without his confent, as the old Ro- 
*^ mahs^ he fays, ufed to do. 

" H'rs man lays, if the Gardener happens to ly 
*' dig up a piece of an old cream-pot, he'll lock L 
*^ it up in his cupboard, and call it a piece of L 
** Roman crockery-ware, fuch as they ufed to L 
" put the afhes of the dead in. ^And he fays, 
** they came ten miles out of their way, to fee 
•* this old caftle and other curiofities." 

" Did you afk where he came from r" fays 
Wildgoofe. " Yes," replies Jerry, " 'tis on^ 
*' Squire Townfend, and he comes out of 

*' (hire." Wildgoofe's heart immediately 

rofe to his mouth, and his colour changed ; for 
he was now convinced it was Mifs Townfend's 
father with whom he had been talking ; and he 
wondered at his own ftupidity, in not difcovering 
this before. 

It inftantly occurred to him, that Mr. Town- 
fend was going to Gloucefler, in qucft of his 
daughter ; and he fancied he might have faid 
marvy things to him in her favour, if he had 
known who he was : though, it is ten to one, he 
could have faid nothing upon the occafion, but 
what would have been improper, and have done 
mure harm than good. 

Thougk 
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Though Tugwell (as was obfervcd) had fomc 
fmattering of hiftory himfelf ; yet, as the Anti- 
quary did not touch upon any of thofe legendary 
fubjefts with which Jerry had been chiefly con- 
verfant, fuch as the Travels of Jofeph of Arima- 
thca — theHiftory of Glaftonbury Thorn — or 
any romantic accounts of the Holy Land", an4 
the like ; he had tliought it rather a dry dif- 
courfe ;. <ind beginning to fplt fix^-ptncei (as his 
faying was), he gave hints to Mr. Wildgoofeto 
flop at the firft public-houfe they fhould come 
to. But there was none till, they came to Tetr- 
bury;, where they went into a fecond-rate inoj 
for fear of meeting with the fame infults- 
which they had received at tlie Bell at Glou.-- 
cefter. 



CHAP. VII. 

An Hurley-hurley in the.Modirn Tii/lei- 

TXTIldgoofe having been thoroughly, fatigued* 

^ the preceding day, and not flept very 

foundly.uponthe floor atnight; having alfo break- 

&fted upon toafl and ale (which he w«fi not 

L 5 ' nuiclii 
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much ufcd to) ; he found himfcif drowfy and 
■fomevvhat indifpofed : he defired therefore to go 
into a back parlour ; and, getting an arm-chair, 
took a comfortable nap, whilft Tugwell was 
. imoaking his pipe in the chimney-corner. 
When WiWgoofe waked, he defired to have 
ibme little matter got ready fbr his dimier. My 
Landlady had a daughter-in-law (a pretty girl 
about eight^n), who officiated as Waiter, and 
went into the parlour to lay the cloth. As our 
Preacher always found a particular propenfity ta 
exercife his talent on the young and handfome; 
he could not forbear catechizing this fairMaid^ 
as fhe carne backwards aiKl forwards into the 
room, about the ftate of her fouU - The po(^r 
girl, confcious of her ignorance in the priiiciplcs 
of religion, Uufhed, and feecaed diftrefled what 
anfwer to make ; and, having placed the fpoon 
and pepper-boK on one fide of the table, and 
the knife and fork in parallel lines on the other, 
would have o^e her efcape from fb difagree- 
able a perfecution. But Wildgoofe, finding his 
rhetoric had not force enough to detain her, I^d 
l^old or> her aproil, and defired her ^^ to hear 
5« what he had to fay ; which," he a^ured her, 
•* was for her good : nay, that nothingcould 
^^ bfi more fo : tha^t i( waa better than all the 

« beauty 



•* beauty in the world, and of more value thaa 
** thoufends of gold and filver : that lie himfd f 
** was the fervant of God ; and that he ftiould 
** be very haj^y, if he could prevail upon her 
^* to love him above all things." 

Juft at that inftant Mrs. Tanttum, the Land^ 
lady, came into the parlour, having both hands 
filled with Wildgoofe*8 dinner. She hcrfelf, 
though now as coarfe as Pontiua Pilate's Cook- 
maid, yet having been handfome in her youtb^ 
and being ftill amorQufly inclined, watched her 
daughter-in-law with a fufpicious, or rather wiA 
a jealous, eye. Seeing the Stranger therefore thil» 
engaged about her aptbtl, ahd hearing the word^^ 
" JBeauty^'Love,'* V^Gold and Silver,*' ihe im- 
mediately 'concluded, that he was in M;# with her 
htautyy and was btibing her with gold ahd filver 
to hcr^ruin. Mine Hofteft then, being equally 
a ftrangcr to Chriftiaft meeknefs and to delicacy, 
vented her rage, without mucli ceremony, firft 
upon Mr. Wildgoofe. Theii, fetting down the 
difhes which Ihe had brought in, and falling 
foul upon the poor girl with her brawny fifts, 
" You fancy flut," fays (he, " have not I charged! 
" yoi^ often enough, never to liften to ahy/^^/- 
** paffehgei-f! but to leave the room, if ever 
" they pretended to trouble their heads about 
L 6 «*you? 
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*^ you ^ and here you ftand with your jbraztt 
*' face — ^" As (he was going on, fcolding, and 
thumping her daughter's Ihoulders, Wildgo<rfc 
thought himfelf obliged, as he had been the caufc 
of the girl's ftay, to explain his inotLves, and to 
refcuc her from the confequences of it. His in- 
terpofition, however, would of itfelf have made 
Mrs. Tantrum more outrageous. But Wild^ 
goofe, haviag rebuked her for her paffion with 
fome aiperity, and having alfo in the fcuffle un- 
fortunately torn my Landlady's gown, this added 
to her fury, and gave her an opportunity, which 
Ihc wanted, pf venting her rage more effe£tually 
upon the ill-fated Pilgrim. 

There is a certain farinaceous comppfition, 
which, from its being frequently uied by our 
anceftors as an extempore fupplemcnt to a fcan|y 
dinner, has obtained the appellation of an hafiy 
pudding. It ^ is compofed of flour and milk 
boiled together ; and, , being fpread into a round 
fhallow difh, and interfperfed with dabs of but- 
ter, and brown fugar fortuitoufly ftrewed over it, 
gives one no bad idea of a map of the fun, /pot- 
ted about according to the modern hypothefis:^ 

A difh of this wholefome food,- fmoking hot, 
mine Hoftefs had brought in one hand, and. a 
plate of bacon and eggs in the othcf. And, upon 

Wildgoofe's 
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WiUgQofe*^ prefumptpottfly interpofing betwceil 
her and lier daughter (as has been related), Mrs* 
Tantrum's fury was infinitely augmented ; andi 
fnatching up the dilh, flie difcharg^d the haftjr 
pudding full in Wildgoofe's face : which, witk 
tli^e oiled butter and mehed fugar; ran down tO 
thj& ikirts of his plufh-waiftcoat^ an4 made no 
very cleanly appearance • ; . . - 1 

Tugwell, hearing th,e. uproar, was .now con^t 
into the room ; and, feeing Mrs. Tantrum in 
the condition of a tigrefs robb«d of her whelps^ 
attempted to lay hold of her arms, and preveoit 
any farther efforts of her fury : but flic,v fnatch- 
ing up the other difh, of bacon and eggs, gave 
Jerry as warm a falute as fhe: had done his 
'mafter. And one of the poached eggs burfting 
in his face, and mixing with thc.gri6a{y contents 
of the frying-pan, poor Jerry was in a worfe 
plight even tlian his fellow-traveller* . j \ ' |' 

Mrs. Tantrum, having now fatiated her fuiy,. 
came a littk to herfelf again : when, reflefting 
upon the damage fhe had probably, done hfirfelf, 
if her guefts fliould refufe to pay for the dinney, - 
which, though they had fmelt, they had nqt 
tailed ; and beholding likewifc the yifible efFefts 
of her unbridled paflicn, in greafing her floor,,-ai3d 
leaking unncceffary work for herfelf arid her 

ftryantj 



ftrvftfit ; fhe was going to repeat the outrage 
«pon her innocent daughter-in-law : but the girl 
had wifely withdrawn, till the ftorm was over. 
I&at theitfbre ftnt the Maid, to clean the room, I 
ttnd fet things to rights again : and the Travellers, 1 ' 
iKftVing craved the Maid's affiftance in cleanii^g 
Aehr peffcms, defired her to bring them the loaf 
. and cheefe and a tankard of ale ; with which 
ihcy endeavoured to confolc thcmfclves for the 
4ofs of the favoury food, by the fight of 
^hich Aey had been {6 difagreeably tanta- 
4ized« 



CHAP, vin^ 

Th Mytrifi 9/ M Im not eafify to be converted. 

^fXjTHEN Mrs. Tantrum was a little reco- 
vered from the violence of her refeht- 
ment, the daughter-in-law ventured to affurc 
her, *< that the Stranger had not offered to take 
** the leaft freedom with her; but had only 
** talked to her about Mr. Whitfield, arid our 
*• Saviour Chrift, and fuch fort of difcourfe."— 
^Mr. Whitfield r ^uoth flie : « Til be hang'd 
" then," 
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^ then/' lajrs Mrs. Tantrum, « if it is no( 
** one of thdc Methodifts, that go about the 
^ country. Run, and take away the filvcr 
** ipooQ and pcppcr-box ! A pack of canting 
^ t#ads ! I thought he looked like one of thofe 
** bypotbitical rafcals. There was one of them 
-** at Salilbury, not long ago, married two wives; 
^* and another was hanged for flieep-ftealing-^ 
^< Ron, I fay, and take away the pepper* 
« box.*' 

The poor girl faid,^ '^ She did not think the 
«* gentleman would Jleal any thing neither, y&f 
^< aU he talked about nligtM. He did not lock. 
** like that fort of man, fhe imagined."— 
Whim, they were thus debating the matter^ 
Wildgoofe and his friend came into the kitchen^ 
to pay their reckoning; and Mrs. Tantrum) 
furveytng them more calmly, could not difcover 
imy thing very tluevifli in their phyfiognomy. 
So, to make fome little amends for the rou^ 
ufagc with which Ihc had treated her guefts, fhe 
difmiffed them with a tolerably decent welcome, 
and wiflied them a good journey. Wildgoofe 
returned her compliipent with a prayer for har 
converfion : and told her, " that, unlefs God 
<* would give her grace to fubdue her boifterous 
•* pj^ons, flie could no more relilh the joys of 

" Heavei^ 
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•* Heaycnj |han an hog or a. fow could a eleaft 
/* parlour."— " Ay I ay ! (added TugweU) 
•^ t^u art a v€jfel of wrath^ doomed tp perdir 
** tion." — " I a veffil of broth! you pot^guttei 
•* rafcal ! no more than yourfelf ! marry come 
** up I what does the fool mean ? Sure I know 
** my own bufinefs bell," fays Mrs. Tantrum; 
then concluded, in her own way, that " every 
*' tub muft ftand upon its own bottom.'* 

, CU A P. IX. 

7he Travellers purfiu their Journey » 

*pOOR Wildgoofe was a litde chagrined at 

^ being fufpeSed of carnal intentions; but 

comforted himfelf with recollefting feveral of 

the chofert Saintsj who had been thus buffeted 

•by Satan, Jind laid under the fame grouhdlefs 

*fufpicions. But he would probably haA'e been 

more fhocked, if he had known that he was judged 

capable of Itealing a filver fpoon. Thefe were 

confequenccs of his extravagance, which he could 

not forefee, and of which he had hitherto ne 

'conception. - I have often thought, however, it 

is happy for us, that we do not know the half 

* , which 
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which is thought or faid of us behind our back^, 
by the fmiling Hoftefs or the furly Hoftler, wha 
attends us on our arrival or at our departure 
from an inn upon the road. 

Our ftardy Pilgrims, -having fufBciently re- 
frefhed.theinfelves, proceeded on their journey, 
with great alacrity ; and, as it was not yet pafl 
riiid-day, pufhed on to reach Batli that night. 
They travelled tharwhole afternoon without any 
incident wortljy tlie notice of a grave Hiftorian.* 
Bj4t reaching Lanfdown, within a few miles of 
Bath, towards fun-fet, they fpied a poor horfe, 
which, being over-loaded, was fallen dowoi, and 
ftruggling under his burthen : and very near him 
two men, inftead of affifting the wretched ani- 
mal, were fcuffing and pununeling each other 
without mercy. One of them was a flender, 
gentleman-like man, and the other appeared to 
be a Butcher's Icrvant, or fomething in that 
ftyle. Wildgoofe and his fellow-traveller hav- 
ing interpofed, and parted tlie combatants, the 
Butcher began to vent his wrath upon his an- 
tagonift, " D-mii your blood," fays he, " who 
" the devilare you? What, can't a man be 
" in a paffion, and beat his owa horfe, for aU 
" you, and be pox'd to you ?" . 

"WildgOpfe^ 
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Wildgoofe, having rebuked hkn for his info- 
fence and profanenefs, applied his hand to the 
ftcm of the horfe 5 who, after fomc futthcr 
ef&rts^ being rouzed, the Butcher remounted 
hini, rode off, and, inftead oE thanking Wild- 
goofe for his affiftance, calls out, *• D-nin yott 
** all together, for a pack of whores-binls a 
** you are !" The Gentleman, who had fought 
the Batcher, furveyed him for a moment with 
great indignation and contempt : then, refrcfh- 
mg himfelf with a pinch of fnuflf^ ** There" 
feys he, " there goes a true picture of Englilh 
•* Liberty !"—« Pray, Sir,** fays Wadgobfc, 
*^ if 1 may make fo free, what was the fubjeft 
•* of your altercation ?" To which he rq)lifcd 
in the following manner. 



C H A P. X. 

if Xntght'irrartt of a picuUar Kind. Compaffimfir 
dumb Creatuns. 

*« VCrtJ ^ce. Sir,** fayi ihe Gentleman, ^ h<wr 
^ * hard that poor beaft is loaded^ Now 
*' that brute of a fellow, inftead of driving the 
^< Wfe before liim (at he was probably ordered 

w by 
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^ by his Mafter to do), had galloped him^ load- 
^< ed as he was, for near a mile along the road, 
^* in my fight ; when the poor creature happen- 
** cd to trip, and come down with his rider<| 
•* who began to bang him with that ftick about 
<* the«head with fo much fury, that, if I had 
^* not interpofed, he might probably have killed 
** him upon the fpot. My officioufnefs, how- 
" ever, only made the fellow change the objeft 
" of his wrath : for he fell upon me with the 
^* fame weapon ; which however I wrefted from 
•* his hands, and banged him with to feme pur- 
** pofe ; tillj he running in to me, we came to 
** that clofe -engagement from which you part- 
•• ed us.** 

WiWgoOfeftatingatthe'Gentleman with marks 
of furprize — ** My compaffion for dumb ani- 
^'-mals,'* continued he, ** is fo exceffive, that it 
•* often miadces mc quite miferable. Our fym- 
•< pathy and affiftance is certainly due, in the firft 
•* place, to our fdlow-creatures of the human 
** fpecies, a» they ftand in a nearer relation to 
•* us, as they hold a fuperior rank in the works 
'* of the creation. But, I own, the incapacity 
^ of a poor brute creature to utter his diftrcfe, 
<< and his want of reafon to find out the means 
• of Telicnng it, often plead more powerfully 

"with 
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with mc, than all the rhetoric of a beggar, 
" praftifed in die art of moving compaffion," 

*^ Yes," replies Wildg©ofe ;. *' and I think, 
** Sir^ you have fuggefted the reafon of this; 
•^ becaufe, in the latter cafe, there is often a 
** fufpicion of infincerity in the petitioner; 
** whereas, in the former inftancc, undifguifed 
" nature, though void of fpeech, exprefles her-. 
" felf in the mofl: emphatical manner. For the 
*^ fame reafon, the filent rhetoric of tears, or 
** of bafhfulnefs, is often more pathetic 'than 
'* all the oratorical fiouriflies in the world* 
*^ And I dare fay, Sir, the helplefs condition 
** of an infant m diftrefs muft affeft you 
** ftill more fenfibly, than that of any of thoft 
*' dumb creatures for which you cxprcfs fo 
** much concern." 

" I don't know," replies the Gentleman ; " it 
** certairJy ought to do fo : but I cannot, reafon 
^* myfelf out of this ftrange effeminacy — nor do 
•* I recolleft any inftance of human diftrefs, that 
•* has given me more pain, thaa the fight of a 
*' poor Hare, for inftance^ almoft run down, as 
" they call it; to fee her fquatting bclund an 
'< hedge; panting and liftening,, with her ears 
" ereft, to the cries of her purfuers, from 
** whom her natural fcent,, augmented by th^ 

*< perlpi- 
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^ perfpiration fhe is thrown into, makes it al- 
^* Ttiofi. impoffible for her to efcape. 

" I entirely agree with Mr. Addifbn, in ap- 
"plauding the humanity of the Sultan, who 
" chofe rather to cut off the fleeve of his robe, 
*^ than awake his favourite Cat, which was 
**' afleep up©n it. And I myfelf, in my walks, 
*^ have dften gone a furlong out of my way, 
" rather than difturb a poor unwieldy Ox, that 
" Jias been lying down and chewing the cud ; 
" or than interrupt an innocent Lamb, Atct 
^* was fucking its anxious dam. 

•* Nay ; I have gone fo far, as to creft an 
" urn in my garden, as a teftimony of my coni- 
** paffion.for <kimbanimab, with the infcrip- 
<* tion from Ovid's fpeech of Pythagoras, 

*' Quid meruifiis, eves, pladdumpecus-— &c« 

*^ Q^id meruere boves, aniinal fine fraude doliique, 

•* Innocuwn ? , - 

" What have ye done, yc flecks,, a peaceful race ! 
^* Ojt what the h^toUefs ox, fo void of gi^ile, . « * 
•* To merit death?" 

^* Why, as for thofe aninials. which are 
^* fairly flaughtered, without torture, for the 
" fupport of human life," fays Wildgoofc, ^^ L 
^ can cafily reconcile myfelf to their fate : as 

*^the 
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** the pain of death confiffe, I believe, diie^ 
** in the apprcheiifion. And when itisinfen* 
<^ taneous (as in thofe cafes it is or ought to 
<^ be), they enjoy themfelves, and feel nothix^ 
*< till the ftroke arrives; and the moment it 
** does fo, the violence of it either dcprivci 
** them of life, or at leaft of the fenfe of pain* 
** Mr. Pope has finely defcribcd this inhis EtHk 
« ififtlcs : 

** The Iamb, thy riot dooms to bleed to-day, 
** Had be thy reafon, would he Hcip and pUy ? 
** Pleas'd to the laft, he crops the flow*iry food ; 
<* AbdlVrkethehaiKi, jufinus'dtoibtdhisbl6od. 
**Oh! bliftdoefe to the fiifeiffe ! kmdlygifwv, 
«* Thgt eadi might Gil the circle markM by heaven *' 

^* Why, doubtlefs/' returns the Gentleman, 
^* one feeh the moft for thofe animals that arc 
^* tortured and abufed. But, L think, none arc 
« more fo, than the generality of horles and 
" be^srof burthen, from a want of ftnfibility 
** in the reafoning ^brutes to whofe care they 
** arc ufually intrufted. You faw how little 
** compaifion that Butcher's lad has Ihewa to 
^* his loaded Steed. Andtofee anobk crcatur©^ 
*♦ ftart and. tremble at the paffi«nate exclaraai- 
" tic«i of a mere Yahoo of a ftable-boy.; wh^v 

•^if 
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^*. if he knew hi|^ own ftrcngth, cbuld drive a 
^^ dozen men before him ; I own> eqwUy excites 
^ my pity and my indigi^ation. I never meet a 
** ftring of Pack-hprfep, bending und^ their 
^ load9, but my heart bleeds for the mute fuf^ 
^ ferers : aod I majk^ it a point of confcien^ to 
** give th«xi the road. Nay, I have, in my 
«< own mind, added one more tq the curfes 
^^ denounced by Mpfes againft the unmerciful^ 
** Gurfed be he that maketh the Pack-hotfc to 
<« go out of his way !" 

Here Tngweil could not forbear putting in his 
verdia. " WeU," fays Jerry, "the Taylor o€ 
" our town is thebefi man for that. He keeps 
** a horfe to lett; but then he'll never lett him 
^^ to any one, till he has mzdc him promife 
<< faithfully, that the poor horfe (hall ftand ftill 
** to d^ bis w^flfri^-rThe Gentleman laughed at 
Tugwdl's inftance of compaffion. But Wild* 
goofe, filencing h^m wifb a fi^ficant look, ob* 
ferved, " that the good man, to be fure, was 
*^ merciful even to his beaft. And it is pityp*''^ 
continued he, ^ that cruelty to thofe animals 
^- cannot be provided agsui^ by ouf' laws, ai 
^^-^it was in a great meafure by the laws of 
^Mefes.'* 

a ^ Very 
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* <« Very true, Sir,** replies the Gcntlemar 
*< and as that cannot well be done in thislai 
<^ of liberty, I wifli every Gentleman would ei 
^^ deaVour to fupply that defeft, by difcouragii 
^* all cruelty of that kind, as far as his pow 
*^ or influcxKe extends ; and certainly, evei 
*< Parent fllouldfbc particularly cai^ful to infti 
*V pinciples of mercy and tendernefs, to bird 
f^ beafts, and infeSs, into the tender iJninds < 
^ Children. For my part, I profeis myfclf 
** fort of Knight-errant in the caufe : and affui 
** you, have met with many fuch Ikirmiflii 
« as this which you found mc engaged in, b 
•^ ihterferins: whei*e I had no other moti\ 
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CHAP. XI. 
^efpQliti MilafipieU 



THE iraakr, di^pfitiea: ^dthis G^ntlema 
(w^ha't called hiinfm Gr^^ham^ eiif^ourdge 
)Vildgpoffe, as ,t)iey. walked al9^g,^tp,cpmrotJ 
Alpale ib9iething^of,hi§;ow» ^r^tciifions ; an 
he informed the Gentleman, " that h? hidifcl 
**^w*8 A volunteer in the fervicc of his fellow 

** crea 



* creatures ; and profcfled to regulate the'ii^ 

* opinions in a matter of much greater im* 

* jwrtance than any thing ^hich regarded this 

* life, even the Iklvation of their immortal 
« fouls.*»y 

" .1 prefume then,** fays Mr. Graham, ^^ you 
^ arc one of theft Methodifts, which have made 
^ fuch a noifc in the world.** Wildgoofe rc- 
>lied, *^ that he might call him by what name 
^ he pkafed ; but what he profeffed was, to 
^ preach up true Chriftianity and the genuine 
^ doftrines of the Reformation.** 

*« Why,** returns Mr. Graham, "though I 

* have forttierly converfcd much in the Wbrld, 
'* I have of late confined myfelf a gi^eat deal tb^ 

* books and meditation, and the inveftigation 

* of truth ; the refult of which is, that I cannot 
^ refleft with patience upon the many abfurd 
'* praflices and opinions which prevail in the 
^ world ; and have often been tempted to turn 
^' Itinerant myfelf, and fally forth, in order 
'* to reform mankind, and fet them right in 
^* various particulars. 

** When I hear of a father's marrying his 
■* daughter againft her inclinations, and facri- 
^* ficing her hs^pinefs to her grandeur ; I am 
** ready, lik^ the Spanifh Don, to challenge 

Vol. L M « him 
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** him to mortal combat, and refcue the un- 
** happy viftim from, tlie power which he 
*^ abufes. ^ 

" Though I am not in Parliament, nor am 
*' fond of politics, I could not forbear giving 
** . the public my advice,' in a pamphlet, upou 
".the Militia Aft, Triennial Parliaments, an^ 
'* the neceffity of Sumptuary Laws. 

^ I have by me alfo a manufcript, which I 
*' call, * Liter a Hottentotica ; or, Letters from z. 
" beautiful young Hottentot to her friends at 
** the Cape ; giving an account of the many 
** barbarous cuftoms and prepofterous opinions 
*' which fhc had pbferyed in onr metropolis 
** during her three years abode amon^ us.' 

*^ But, Sir, yqu ,will piardon ,0iy freiedon?, 
** when I declare, that of all the opinions which 
*t have been the fubj^fl: of m.y contemplation, 
** none appears more abf^rd.to me, than that 
^ all Religion fhouldbe mad^ to confift in tbtnkf 
" i«g" rightly upon- a few abftrufe.pQints-; which 
*^ have been controverted ever fince tlie RefcMr- 
** mation, and about which hardly any two 
" perfbns tliink exaftly alike. I rcajly believe, 
" when the Methodifts firft fet out, (as Provi- 
" dence often brings about falutary ends by 
^ irregular means) they did fome good, and 

." con- 
I 
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** cx)ntributed to rouze the negligent Clergy, and 

'^ to revive praftical Chriftianity amongft us. 

'' But, I am afraid, they have fince done no 

" fmall prejudice to Religion, by reviving the 

^* cobweb difputes of the laft century; and by 

*' calling off the minds of men from praftice, 

*' to mere {peculation. For, by all the accounts 

*^ I have beard of late, if a man does but fre- 

*^ qucnt their meetings regularly, exprels him- 

*^ felf properly upon Juftilication, and a few 

^^ more of their favourite topics, he is Imme- 

^* diately ranked amongft the Eleft, and may 

^* live as carelefsly as he pleafes in other refpefts ; 

*' nay, may be guilty of drunkennefs, forni- 

*^ cation, luxury, and what not : in fhort, if a 

•' man does but talk and look like a Saint, Ije 

*' may, without any reproach, live like a 

' *^ Sinner." 

<« Sir," fays Wildgoofe, *' whatever the cafe 
*' may be with a few individuals, who c^//them- 
*' fclves Methodifts; you cannot fay, that any 
^* of thofe irregularities are the necejfary confe- 
** quence of their principles." 

" No, Sir," replies the Gentleman ; ^* but 

** they are the />r«i«W^ confequences of their 

*' praftices; for, by beirig thus diftinguifhed 

** from their brethren, they begin to look upon 

M 2 i« them- 
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" thcmfelvcs as a fort of privileged pcrfon^t 
^< an4 finding fo ipucli ftrefs laid upon ibiniini 
<« rightly, they begin to be more carelefs about - 
<< 4i4fing properly ; and the original depravity of M 
'* their nsfcture returning upon them thus im- V^ 
*< guarded, they are but too prone to relapfc 
" into the greateft enormities : which reflexion, 
** I ani afraid, might be confinned by too fr^- 
*^ quent experience: not to mention the ten- 
** dency which their particular do£trine& of Jf' 
** furami snd inward Feelings have to make men 
** prefumptuous, arxd to delude them to their 
** own deftru£Uon/* 

Wildgoofe was not inclined to cojitiniic the 
dlfpute, with a perfon who speared fo much 
prejudiced againft his doftrines ; and who indeed 
was fo full of roflexions made in his folitude, 
that he would hardly give him leave to put in t 
word., 

As their road, however, lay near a mile the 
lame way, they talked upon various fubjefts; 
and Wildgoofe found, in the courfe of their oon- 
verfation, that Mr. Graham was quite a polite 
Philofopher, had a competent knowledge of al- 
moft every , fcience, had travelled over raoft 
parts of Europe, and made many delicate and 
curious remaks upon the manners and' cuftoms 

of 



fT 



THE SPIRITUAL Q^n I x O tlC^ 245 

cf the feveral people with whom he had coa- 
^crfed. 

But what gave a peculiar beauty to his cou- 
verfatioiiy was the delicacy of his talle, which 
fclcded the mofl: agreeable or the rooft ftriking 
circumftances, on every fubjeS; fo that his ds- 
fcriptions and narrations never became languid, 
by too minute a detail of unlnterefling parti- 
culars. 

He now lived a very retired life ; wentfonie- 
times to Bath, as a mere rpe.ftator : but, having 
fcqueftered hinifelf from the VvorkI on a particular 
Occli^ti, attd having had lufficicnt experience of 
the Ifeifiiht^fsj malignity, aiid infincerlty, of llir 
tulgStf part of munkiatl, he confined himfclf to a 
few k\t& friends; and, by exercife and tern- 
p(;ramrc5 contrived to parfs through the fcutuinn 
of life, with healthy cheai fulnefs, tvA tiancjuil- 
.Uty. 

Mr. Graham was a man of that natural be* 
brvoleikre, tliat he rather affefted the Mi fan* 
thrope, thatt was really fuch. He invited Wild- 
goofe and his friend, therefore, with great cor- 
diality, to refre/h themfelves at his Hermitage 
(as he called it), which he pointed out to them 
aiaidft a tuft of lofty oaks, at a little dillance,: 
on. the defcent of the hit!. Mr. VVildgoofe, being 
M 3 impa^ 
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impatient to join his Chriflian friends at 
would have waived the accepting thisinvit; 
but Tugwell, having an habitual thirft 
him at this time of the year, faid, ** He i 
** be obliged to the Gentleman for a drau 
" fmall-beer, or a cup of cyder." 

They therefore accompanied him to his 
tation. 

CHAP. XIL 
A Jingular Marsjion* 

'\l\ R« Graham's houfe was alipoft col 
from tke road by treeSy and was li 
** founded upon a rock," fome craggy p< 
which appeared riling upon each fide * 
houfe; a. clear fpring, which rofe fr-oi 
bottom of one of them, almoft coverec 
mdfs, hart's-tongue, and other fountain-; 
determining the fituation. 

They entered, by a ftrong door, into 
of porch or- veftibule; on one fide of 
Mr. Graham fliewed them a neat bed- 
about feven feet fquare ; on the other 1 
beaufet and other conveniences, about th 
dimenfions. He then tgok them into a pj 
elegantly furnifhed, of abput twelve feet 1 

ex 
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exclufivc of a bow-window, which commanded 
an extenfive profpeft over a beautiful valley, 
terminated by a diftant view of the city of Bath 
and its environs : and this was apparently the 
whole houfe. 

Mr. Graham, however, took them down a 
few winding fleps, cut out of the rock, to an- 
other room undei* the former ; which ferved him 
for a kitchen, cellar, and all other accommoda- 
tiooB for himfelf and his Maid. She was a 
middle-aged woman, and was fitting there at 
work with her needle. But, to prevent all fuf- 
picion of her ferving him in any other capacity 
than that of a fcrvant, Mr. Graham had pitched 
upon a deferving perfon, with one eye, a pro- 
tuberant flioulder, and one or two more acci- 
dental deformities, fufRcicnt to ftop the mouth 
of that infernal fury Scandal herfelf. Befidcs 
his crooked Maid, Mr. Graham had an old cat 
with one ear, and a dog with one eye ; who 
feemcd originally to have no, other merit than 
their ammality to recommend them. A garden, 
proportioned to the houfe and its inhabitants, 
was laid out in a fimple tafte, and ftored with 
thofe fruits, flowers, herbs, and plants, which 
were natural to the climate in which they were 
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Mr* Graham left Tugwell to drink fome 
cycler with his maid Maritorn^s, and took 
Mr- Wildgoofe into his parlour^ and offered 
him a glafs of fomething better-— which it U not 
arecorded that Wildgoofe refufed* 

As Mr. Graham opened the door of a little 
clofet, or rather niche in the wall, which con- 
tained his books and his cordials, Wildgoofe 
Qould not forbear fixing his eyes upon a fmall 
oval piSure, of a young lady^ in a gilt frame^ 
.that was fixed in a pannel, within-fide of the 
door ; which Mr. Graham obferving,^ fhook his 
head witli^ figh,, and faid, "the lady whom 
*■* that pifture reprefented, bad influenced tha 
'* whole tenour of his life, and was the onginti 
*^ caufe of his prefent retreat from the worlds'* 
Wildgoofe expreffing fome curiofity on that fub* 
jeft, and hiipfelf fetching a fympathetic figh oa 
having the idea of Mife Tow^fend revived by 
the fight dF that pifture; Mr. Graham faid,, 
"his ftory could not be very inter efting to a 
" ftranger. But, Sir,** fays he^ " as I take a 
" fort of melancholy pleafure in recollefting the 
♦* occurrences of my youth ; if you have pa-* 
" tienc9 to hear me, I will relate the parti- 
*^ culars."— He therefore began, without more 
C^rcmpny, ia th^ following n\anaer» 

CHAP. 
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Mr* Grahanfs Story. 

^ T am a younger brother of a younger brancfi? 
" ^ of a noble family ; but, partly by my own^ 
** bad OBCOnoiay in the former part of Ufe, and 
** partly by that of my father, I have at' 
" prefent but a llender income; yet fufficient 
** to live very comfortably in my prefent fitua- 
** tion. I was bred at the Univeifity, and afteiT' 
" that was fent to die Temple;. and, when a? 
" young, man there, went to make a vifit to' 
^^ my fifter, who was ifiarried to a Baronet ia^ 
** the northern part of tliis county J* (Here 
Wildgoofe liftened with a more earneft' atten- 
tion.) " During my ftay here, we were invited'^ 
"to a fupper and a ball at a neighbouring^; 
^* gentleman's^, where was a great deal of gen- 
" tecl company.. Amongft the reft, there wat 
." a Clergyman's daughter, whom I will call. 
" Ophelia, who • had the charafter of a learned « 
" lady and a great wit; She was tolerably 
" handfome, but had a very melancholy air>: 
f* which, upon inquiry, I found to be the efledl 
Mi <« oC 
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** of a difappointment in her firft love, by the 
•^ fudden death of a man of fortune, to whom 
'^ fhc was upon the. verge of being united in 
*' marriage. As flie thought it a kind of inde- 
** corum to mix 'm the gaiety ^f the company 
*^ (though fhe had been invited with a good- 
^* naturcd intention to divert her melancholy), 
" Ophelia fat by in a bow-window in die 
" Toom ; and, as I was always of a ftudious 
** turn, and not fond of daiicing, I chofe to keep 
*^ her company* 

"We two were of courfe engaged inafc- 
** paratc converfation. But, inftead of what is 
" ufually meant by a Wit — a pert girl that 
** values herfelf upon faying fmart things with 
^* a faucy petulance ; I found her a young 
** woman of great good fenfe and delicacy of 
^* fentiment, and thoroughly verfed in all the 
** beft Writers in the Xnglifli language; and 
** even the ti-anflations from the Claffics; upon 
M whofe feveral beauties and defefts fhe pafled 
*^ fentence, with a penetration and judgment 
" fuperior to any one I had ever converfed 
" with. 

, *f In (hort, I was quite charmed with this young 
*• lady's converfation, which of courfe brought on 
** a perlbnal attachment ; and I made an errand 

" to 
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** to her father's the very next day, under a 
** pretence of inquiring after his daughter's 
** health, and how Ihe got home. He was a 
** very learned and a very fenfible man, but 
** had very fmall preferment : and, as he had 
^ exerted all his abilities in inftrufting his 
*^ daughter ; fo he had gone to the utmoft limits 
" of prudence, in drefling her out rather above 
** her rank. However, in other refpefts, they 
" lived in a frugal, though genteel manner ; and 
*^ I was fo pleafed with my quarters, that I ftay- 
" ed all night, with my fervant and twohorfes; 
" and repeated my vifits very frequently. 

" You will imagine, from tliis account, that, 
** I met with a very cordial reception from the 
** young lady. But this was by no means the 
" cafe. I found her affeftions Hill fo mudx 
" attached to their firft objeft, tliat it was near 
<* half a year before I appeared to have made 
*' any impreffion upon her heart. After this, 
" however, we continued an intimacy for above 
<* two years : during which time we lived in all 
^^ the innocent endearments of a mutual fond- 
*^ nefs ; and I was determined to make her my 
« wife. ' 

M6 CHAP. 
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Mr. GrahanTs Story continue Ji 

^ ILT O U wiH wonder, no doubt,'* fays IVtr^ 
"* Graham, *^ what prevented my marry- 
'* ing Ophelia inoinediately. Why, nothing, 
" but my abfolutc depcndance on my mother 
** for my future fupport. She had a confider- 
** able jointure ; and, as I was a favourite, (he 
^^ promifed to increafe my younger brother's 
,** fortune by what flie could fave out of her 
** annual income. I had a confiderable legacy 
" left me by a relation. But, as 1 had lived. 
^* very expenfively, I was obliged to make free 
** with the principal, and had almoft run 
** through it : fo that I had reafon to fear my 
** mother^s refentment,. who, you may fuppofe,. 
** was not at all pleafed with this indifcreet 
** engagement; as it not only difappointed her 
** in her hopes of my marrying advantageoufly 
•* in. point of fortune, but involved me in a^ 
** life of indolence, quite inconfiftent with my 
" ftudy of the Law, and making any figure la 
** my profeffion,. She therefore made ufe of 

^ every 



**^ every pmdcnt ftratagem,;to break off my at- 
^ tachment to dib^youag creature :• ih whicli,: 
^ afa» 1 fire at kngdi fucceeded.. 

" While r was in London' for » month, ar 
•* my mothcr'f earncft req\ieft, who had a houle. 
•♦ in toww;, I received an anonymoud^ letter,. 
** fall of in:fei^v%9^ s^ainft the Ckrgy man, his 
** da\;^iter, «id in fbort agairaft the whole 
*^ family^ As I wa» convinced many of the^m^ 
^ were witbout fowidalion, fo I had good 
•* realbn ta brieve the principal afperfion upon 
*^ flic young lady herfelf way entirely fo; 
** which was, *^that fhe had got a habit of 
** drinking fpirituous liquors, for her private 
*^ amufement«»! 

** I was greyly ffiocked at the contents of 
^ this letter ;, but thon^t it tinjufl and ungener- 
" OU8 to be influenced, in an affair of fiich im- 
^'pOrtance, by a letter of that kind, which 
** was evidently written with a malicious in- 
^ tent.. 

<* I immediately, therefore, went down to 
*< my fifter^s, with a defign to come to an cclair- 
«* ciffement with poor Ophelia, or at leaft to 
** infpcft her condufl: more narrowly in the par- 
** ticular alledged; .though, I confefs, I was 
^ flxocked at the want of gencrofity in fuch a 

•* pro- 



i 
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*> proceeding, with regard to a pcrfon wi 
** whom I. had had fo long an intimacy wit 
** out the leaft reafon for fuch a fuipicion, 
** recoUefted indeed, that flie would drink t 
** or fometimes three glaffes of wine after dinn 
^* without thofe fqueamifli airs which fo 
** ladies affeft. But I have always thought i 
** good rule in thefe cafes, * that a woman, wl 
5* upon proper occafions, refufes one glafs 
** public, will drink two or three in private.' 

** When I came to Lady ^'s, (my filler) 

*^ found there a young lady of the neighbo 
*^ hood upon a week's vifit to my fitter, J 
** was a young woman of good fortune, anc 
^\ fmart fprightly girl ; and one that I mij 
** probably have liked well enough, if my 
** feftions had not been pre-engaged. 

" I fhewed my fitter the letter which I J 
" received; at which flie affefted a great f 
" prize : but added, \ that fhe was afraid n: 
^^ of the fafts, alledged had too good a founi 
" tion.' And with regard to the principal 
*^ cufation with which the young lady ^ 
*/ charged, llie ufed fo mauy plaufible an 
<* ments. to convince me of the reality of 
<^ with fo many artful i^finuations, that I bej 
*^ to waver in my opinion of the matter : ai 



THE SPIRITUAL QUIXOTE. 255 

♦* in Ihort, inftead of waiting on Ophelia, as I 
*^ ought to have done, and as I at firft intended, 
** I was prevailed upon only to write her a 
** letter ; in which, after fome excufes from the 
" imprudence of fuch an engagement, as my 
*< entire dependance on my mother would 
** probably involve us both in indigence and dif- 
** trefs, I defired the affair might proceed no 
<« farther. 

<* This bare-faced declaration produced fucli 
*^ an anfwer as I had reafon to expeft from a 
<^ girl of Ophelia^s fpirit ; whom I had quite 
" teazed into a return of affeftion, and now 
*^ very unhandfomely, not to fay bafely, dc- 
** feftcd; fo that her refentment, though fo 
" well founded, contributed to abate my fond- 
" nefs : and I now thought myfelf at liberty to 

•^ attend to the coquetry of Mifs (whom 

" I fliall call Lavinia), upon whom my lifter 
^^ had prevailed to aft a part, and to play 6ff 
" her artillejy, on purpofc to draw me off from 
'' my former engagement. 

*V I proceeded fo far, as frequently to ride 
*< out with her alone (attended only by a fer- 
^* vant) ; and (he very, malicioufly made me 
*' accompany her one day, to dine at a Gentle- 
^* man's hqufe in the village where poor 

« Ophelia 



** Ophelia lived, and by whofc very door wc 
^ muft necefiarily pafs^ 

<* Thi« bchaviowr^r though it probably ex- 
•^ tmguiflicd the love, yet it fo' far wrought 
^ upon the Inmfi pride of Ophelia^ that^ id a 
^ few dayv it brought (ma &t af diilraf^ion; 
^ which in a few months cermrnsted in her. 
« death. 

** This Ihocking event of my perfidy awa- 
^* kened my fondnef^^ ^nd aldrmed my confci- 
** cnce ; and I immediately quitted my fifter*s 
" lionfe (where the artful Lavinia was ftill de- 
*^ tained), and returned to Lrondon^ I had been 
^* there but a few days^ when I received, in- 
*< clofed in a frank, a large packet; which L 
." found fealed with .Ophelia'^ feal, and the 
** direftion iii' her hand- writing. My mother 
** ancl a younger fifter were in the room ; tkc 
** moment I faw the feal and fuperfcription, the 
** letter dropt out of my hand, and I alraoft- 
** fainted away in my chair. My. mother and 
** fifter ran to my affiftance, reafoned with me 
^ upon my folly; and, by my permifiion, my 
^^ fifter opened and perufed the letter.. 

** The cafe was this, i The caufe of my defert- 
•* ing the 'celebrated Ophelia was not long a. 
^' ftcret;, and coming to her. ears^,. though fhe 

«dif- 
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" dil'dained to Vindicate herfelf to a man who 
" could treat her fo ungeneroijJijr, yet Ihc had 
" writtea a long defence of her conduS, - and 
'• pointed out, almoft to a demonft ration, from 
" what quarter the malicious tale had fprung ; 
" and this fhe had ordered to be delivered to 
** me after her deceafe, 

^* The -perfon hinted at, as the conduftor of 
•* this wicked artifice^ was Lady — — my 
♦* filler; againft whom I vented my indigna- 
•* tion : and could hardly prefervc the decency 
** due to my mother, for oppofing a matcb^ 
*^ upon which my happincfs depended. How- 
*^ ever, inftead of fettling again to the ftudy of 
'^ the Law,. I found my felf incapable of applying^ 
. ^^ to any tJung« 

" I determined, therefore, by way of divert- 
** ing my melancholy, immediately to go abroad, 
" and rambled all over Europe for four or five 
" years ; at the end of which, I was recalled 
" by the death of my mother; wliich event 
*^ was rather feafbnable^ as I was aln>0it reduced 
" to the laft hundred pounds of my owafortanc.. 

•* I took, poffeffion of five thouiand: pounds,, 
** which fhe left me, and which brings^ me in 
*** about two hunched pounds a year, I left the 
^ noirtkof England, where I. was born ; changed: 

" my; 
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" my name; and came and built this cottage I ^ 
** near Bath ; where I have lived thefe ten years, 
•* and where I intend to pafs the remainder of 
** my days," 



C HAP, XV. - 

Mr. Grahdn!s TVay of Life. 

XX^ HEN Mr. Graham IiadfinifliWiifs^rfory, 
Mr. Wildgoofe faid, *' he waS: unwilling 
^^ to interrupt him in his narration ;" but added, 
" that an event of this kind had happened, when 
** he was a boy, in almoft the next village to 
" that where he was born ; but (as he had often 
*^ heard the ftory) the Gentleman's name was 



Mr, Graham changed colour, and faid, *^ that 
*^ was his real name ; and that he was the guilty 
<S perfon,"— « Well," fays Wildgoofe, ," the 
*^ poor old Gentleman (Ophelia's father) is now 
*' very infirm, and, by various unlucky acci- 
** dents, in great diftrefs." — ^^ Good God !" 
cries Mr, Graham, " is he ftlll alive ? Whjr, 
*^ before I went abroad, I had begged leave to 
** creft an Urn to poor Ophelia's memory ; and 
*' by the perfon whom I employed for that 

" purpofe, 
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'^ purpofe, was then informed that her unhappy 
*' father was at the point of death, of a broken 
^* heart, 

" But niy meeting with you. Sir, is very 
*' providen J c' ; arid it will be the greateft plea- 
" fure to me, to make fome atonement for my 
" wickednefs, and even the expence I put the 
*^ family to, by relieving his diftrefs ; which I 
" will take the firft opportunity of putting ir 
" execution." 

Wildgoofe obferved, " that Mf. Graham** 
" expreffiony of * making an atonement for his 
*^ wickednefsy' was fomcwhat exceptionable; 
" as our Saviour had made a fufficient atone- 
** ment and fatisfaftion for the fins of tlie whole 
" world ; and that we fliould be cautious in 
*^ afcribing any merit to our own good works,^* 
" Zounds \ Sir," fays Mr. Graham, who h^d 
no patience with fuch nice diftinftions, ** you 
*^ don't think there is any fin in relieving the 
'•** diftrefTed, upon whatever motive it is done ? 
*^ A$ for placing any merit in fuch an aftion, 
" I fhould think myfelf a rogue if I did not do 
" it in the prefent cafe : but, if fo much cau- 
" tion is neceffary upon fuch occafibns, a man 
^^ that happens to tui^ble intp a, river or a ditch 

" may 
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** may be drowned or fufipcated, whilft we are 
" deliberating about the proper motive or ftate 
*^ of mind with which wc are to puU him out 
" again.*' 

Mr. Wildgoofe did not think proper to reply- 
to a man of^fo waw» a temper;' but obferved, 
by w ay of changing the difcourfe, *♦ that Mr^ 
♦^ Graham feemed under a neceffity almoft of 
" living the life of an Hermit ; as the dimen- 
** fions^^ of his habitation- would not admit of 
•* much company." 

« Why,*^ fays Mr» Gtaham, ^^ life of aft- 
•** ibiute foHtude is a vifionary and unnatural 
** ffate, and can only fubfift in poetry and rd* 
•^ mance^ I don^t pretend to live upon roots ancJ 
" roek^wateK ; though I cad feaft Upon m^ton 
^ and potatoes^ and a bread poddingv. And' 
" tlioxrgh I don*t lave mobs and routs, I wotild 
** not have you imagine I never entertain any 
" company in my cell: I have two er three- 
** friends, of tht fame fimplc tafte with myfcff ji 
*^ who (for the fake of varying the fcene). fre- 
•* quently eat their mcwfel with me ; when we 
" wait upon ourfelvcs, and limit each other as- 
*^ to the number and variety of the particulars 
•' that arc to cogftitute the entertainment. 
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*< As to your paltry little Efquircs, or thofc 
wha have not fenfe enough to difpenfe with 
the forms of life or come without a fervant 
to wait behind their chair ; puppies, who 
will drink a bottle or two with you in private 
and perhaps not know you in public ; I affront 
them, if ever an impertinent curiofity brings 
them to my cottage — fo that I am feldom 
troubled with any vifitors of that kind, 
*' Neither am I very fond of the company of 
Ladies, out of regard to the memory of poor 
Ophelia; the regollcftion of wbofe e^ccellen- 
cies makes the generality of female converfa- 
tion truly infipid — Deleo omnes Mine ex ansmf 
' tnulieres — I blot from my memory every other 
woman ; thofe every-day beauties (as Terence 
calls them) who have nothing but their fex to 
• recommend them.'* 

Mr. Wildgoofe was a little fcandalized at the^ 
warmth of temper and appearance of uncharita- 
lenefs in Mr. Graham ; though (as was ob* 
srved before) this mifanthropy was rather in 
peculation, than in praftice ; as he could not 
reat any one. that came to his houfe without 
he highefl politenefs. 

Wildgoofe now looking at his watch, Mr. 

araham faid, " if he was impatient to get to 

h "Bath, 
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** Bath, he would fhew him a Ihorter road over 
<* the hill;" which he accordingly did: and 
having pointed out the great road to them 
again, he kft the two Pilgrims to purfue their 
journey. 



END OF BOOK lY. 
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BOOK V. 

C H A P, L 

Th€ two Pilgrims arrive at Bath* 

** O O M E people," fays an Italian* writer 
O upon politenefs, ^* in the inidft of an 
" agreeable converfation, are apt to fall afleep. 
^' This," fays he with great folemnity, '* is by 
** .no jmean« a genteel cuftora, as it fhews a con- 
** 4:empt .of our company." 

Now, if I might differ from fo profound an 
Author, I fhould ratlier impute the infirmity of 
fuch drowfy people to want of tafte, tlian to si 
<^ootempt of their company : and if the Reader 

^ Joht Cafce^ ile motum elegantiS. 

fliould 
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Ihould have taken a nap in the midft of the laft 
Chapter ; for my own credit, I would willingly 
impute his drowlineis to the fame principle* 
But to proceed* 

The fetting fun now gilded the fummit of the 
mountains and the tops of the higheft towers, 
when the two Pilgrims came Within fight of 
Bath. Upon the firft view of that elegant city, 
Tugwtll, who had received all his ideas of gran* 
deur.frora his Bible, and whofe head id ways ran 
upon what he had read of the Holy Land, ob* 
ferved, " that Bath feemed to be fituated like 
"** Jerufalem, according to David^s defcriptioft 
"of it; 

** As mighty mountains huge and large 
** Jerufalem about do clofc." 

«* According to Sternhold and Hopkins* de* 
•* fcription of it, you mean,'* fays Wildgoofe.— 
" Well, well, Mafter ; that's as our Clerk fing* 
** it. But I fuppofe your Worfhip likes the 
« new diverjim betten*'— « NV* fays Wlld^ 
goofe," I like neither of the poetical Verfionji 
*^ fo well as the plain profe. 

<« But," continues Wildgoofe, Bath fcems 
•* huddled fo clofe together, that I fliould 

*^ comjpaff , 
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<* compare it tb Jcrofakm in anodier refpeft : 
** * Jerufalem is built as a city that is at unity 
" in itfelf.* And yet perhaps this little place 
^* may be divided into as many parties, and 
" abound as much in fcandal, enuy, and malice, 
«^ as London itfelf." 

Wildgoofe, however, being vaftly ftruck. with 
the richnefs of the valley, and the elegance of 
the buildings, efpecially of the villas dilperfed 
on the furrounding hills, remarkable for the 
beauty of their verdure, obferved, *^ that, how- 
** ever fruitful the Land of Canaan might be 
*^ fonnerly, when inhabited by a populous na- 
" tion, and pfc^rly cultivated ; yet, by all ac- 
f* counts of modern travellers, the prefent face 
** of the country about Jerufalem was not to be 
" compared to the environs of Bath. Though 
*^ I cannot but wonder," continued he, " that 
^* any one fhould doubt the veracity of the Sa- 
** crcd Writers, in their encomiums upon the 
« ancient fertility of that country, which is 
*' confirmed by the concurrent teftimony of fe- 
" vcral Pagan Authors: yet I ani inclined to 
" think, it was call«d * a land flowing with 
" milk and honey,* partly in oppofition to the 
'^ awihle lands of E^pt, and partly in prefe- 
" rencc to the fandy dcferts through^hich they 

\Voi. I. N ««werc 
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^' were to paii ;in Acir retneat * from thencg 
^** neither <^f which wcyre,to be compared to tto 
^< rich pafturcs or vinc^clad hiUs of Paleftinef 
W^ldgoofe^and his fciend Tugwell, who were 
now come into thc^owo,. cut but a dufty figure 
in comparifon with the fprvu^e inhabitants of 
Bath • which made them d^rous'of getting un- 
dercover as foQn as poffible : and Tugwell, efpy* 
ing aiign whofc device ibcui^k his fancy, exhort- 
ed his Mafter.to .fet up his ftafF there, efpeciallj 
/as the houfe feeiped jfui table to Mr. Wildgoofe!s 
appearancf, ,in M^ prefent voluntary homilia' 
tion. 

. Tugw€^vwa3iio Iboner entered than he ajmoft | 
mpchaoigally called for " a cup of the beft."— 
<^ Ay !:;ny Ladi" fays mine Hdft, who was. t 
facetious fort of fellow, ** thou (halt have it, in 
•« .the turning of a pork grifkin. But let's fec^* 
" wlut haft thou^got in thy wallet ? fome run 
^« tea^ or fome JViybflockmis? what doft thou 
" deal in? Cry thy trade.''— <« No, no," fays 
Jerry, ** we don't deal mJloi^kingSy nor fhocs nei- 
** ther; though, for tl^at matter, .a& good (hoes 
•« as ever trod .idbe. ground have gone through 
•< my hands. But jno .matter for that.. I hope 
" God has calTed me.iBAdany Majlfer here to a 
•^ better occupation,'* ^ 
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My Landlord, not being willing to throw 
away any longer converfation on fuch gucfts, 
without ahy further reply, ftept to the tap, drew 
fc«ne ale, and, Iiaving blown off the froth, Which 
occupied a third part of the cup, and drunk the 
Travellers' health in another third, he prcfented 
the remainder to Tugwell, who had called for it. 
Whilft Jerry was drinking, my Landlord fur- 
veyed Wildgoofe with more attention : and ob- 
ftrving in him an air rather above a common 
Pedlar, aiked *' if the Gentleman would not 
** picafe to walk into another room.*'—- Tugwell 
replied, " that, to be Aire, his Worfhip had not 
** been ufed to fit in a kitchen ; but howfemivef^ 
" my Matter,'* fays hc^*^ /corns to de(pife a poor 
** far/on; and is not above keeping company 
<* with any goodChriffian," — " Hey-day ! good 
** Chriftian !'* quotli my Landlord ; " why, we 
*• are all good Chriftians, I hope ; but, I fancy, 
" thou haft left off mending of fhoes, and art fet 
•' up for a misnder of /ouls^ I fuppofe, thou art 
" one of thefe MethoditeSj or Mithridatesy or 
^ what the devil do you call them ? Why, 
" fure, a Gentleman may be a good Chriftian, 
" without keeping company with all the Tag- 
*'* rags and Scrubs iir the country,** 

• ' N a Thcn> 



268 THE S ? I R I T U A L QJJ I X O T E. 

Then, turning to Wildgoofe, having heard I 
i'ugwell call him his Worfhip, my Landlorf |tg 
went a flep further ; and^ to make amends for 1^ 
his firft negleft, ^* Won't your Honour walk in- 1^ 
« to the parlour ?" fays he, " What (hall I li 
*^ get your Honour to eat ?" This was language \\ 
which mine Hoft had learned from the Foot- 
men, who greatly frequented his houfe; and 
who, I have obferved, rather than not difcovcr 
that they Tiave been ufed to wait upon people of 
fafhion, will beftow thofe honourable appella- 
tions on the loweft of their acquaintance, and 
even on perfons whom they defpife. 

And here, by the way^ I cannot but lament 
the ridiculous proftitution of titles of diftinftion 
aniongft the inferior part of mankind in this 
age. In the glorious days of Queen Elizabcdi, 
Majler was efteemed a very refpeftful addreli 
to any one beneath the dignity of a Peer. And 
et^en in James the Firft's reign, jr^ar Worjtip 
was the higheft degree of adulation or refpcft 
with which a Servant or a Vaffal approached his 
Lord, or the Mafter whom he ferved. From 
the French, I believe, in the lafl century, we 
learned to apply the monofyllable Sir to any 
one whom we confidered as greatly our fuperior. 
a But 
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But now, your Honour \^ the title univerfally 
^ven, to every one that appears in a clean fliirt 
and powdered wig, by*the Drawer, the Chair- 
man, or the Shoe-blacfc; who are unwilling to 
hazard the lofs of a cuftomer, by addrefling him 
in a ftylc beneath his real or fancied impor- 
tance. 

In higher life indeed, where particular titles 
are appropriated to particular ranks or offices, 
this confufion has been hitherto 'avoided. Our 
Sovereign, the fountain of honour, is at prefent 
content with that of Sacred Majejly^ one of the 
lovveft attributes of Divinity ; as our Religion 
does not admirof downright Deification. Nei- 
ther has any one, as yet, been guilty of fo pre- 
fumptuous a piece of flattery, as to beftow tiic 
title of Majejiy on any fubjeft whatfoevcr. 

And, as the feveral orders of our Nobility are 
created by Patent, and their titles purchafed ei-i 
ther by money or merit; it is not ufual, amongft 
that right honourable fraternity, to invade each 
other's pro|terty in that refpeft, or to give the 
fuperiot titles to thofe of inferior quality^ But 
amongft the aforefaid lower race of mortals, as 
the love of falie honours increafes in proportion 
to the decreafe of real worth; and as tlie bafe 
multitude pay that refpeft to money which is 
N 3 properly 
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properly due to merit, it is not cafy to fay td 
what a ridiculous extreme this humour may at 
length be extended : and I jQiould not be fur- 
prized, in prc^efs of time, to hear an Haber- 
dafher faluted, with, " A coach, your Grace P^ 
or to fee a Shoe^black importune a walking 
Taylor with, " Black your fhoes, your Majeflji^ 
JBut to return tp our Pilgrims* 

C H A P. IL 
Popular Ripcris Jimitimet atittU erronems* 

\/[ R* Wildgoofc did not chufe to actept of my 
'^ Landlord's invitation of going into a room | 
at prefent ; but afked him^ *^ whether there were 
*< any of thofe Methodifts, as he meant to call 
« them, inBath.**— .«« Are there?" faysmineHoft. 
^* Yes, I believe there are j enough to turn the 
** heads of all the Prentices and Journeymen in J 
*^ the nation. I am fure, 1 cannot keep a i 
^ Chamlicrmaid, or a Tapfter ; but the toad$ I 
*• muft be finging Pfalms, or preaching to my J 
•* Guftomers, and be pox'd to thera, from morn- i 
** ing to night.^ — " Well, but you fhould not J 
** blame the poor creatures for being too good,** .? 

fays I 

i 
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ftys WiWgoofc.'— *^ Too good !'** replies my 
Eandlord : ^* I idon't khowthat they are any bet- 
** ter than other folks. I loves a Pfahn at church, 
" as well a? a merry Catch otef a glafs of 11- 
" quor; but to be firigtng 5^/ /'^^j all day long, 
" in fuch a'houfe as oursf is, I does not approve 
" of it : i^i-perpham ; it! s c^xt^perphane f 

** Befides,'* continues my Landlord, withoirt 
giving Wildgoofe room to reply, *' they are feme 
" of the worft people that is '^ there is nothing 
^^ but wfeoring,' and rogpeing amongft them. 
<*- Tliere was one of theii), at Gloucefler, as a* 
*^ Gentleman's fcrvant told me that very morning, 
/^ caught in bed with a Millener's prentice but 
**• laft week ; nay, and one of them Is in Glou- 
** cefter Gaol at this time^ for fetting fire to the 
<* Cathedral.^'— "Not to the Cathedral^'' faya- 
a ^Footman who was drinking in the houfe, . 
^^ but to fome other Church, as this Gentleman 
** here told me.*'— " D— n thee," fays another 
Footman," I did not fay, fet fire to a Church j 
" but to the Utile Church, as they call the Me- 
** thodifts meeting." Wildgoofe and Jerry ftared 
at this intelligence ; and, after his aftoniP^iment 
would give him leave, Wildgoofe affured him, 
**' that he came from Gloucefler but yefterday 
**" morning; and that there was not a word of 
N 4 « truth 
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*^ truth in what hfc h^d heard." He told 
however, the probable foundation of the 1 
report, and the ftory of the gun-powder ; 
but concluded with reprimanding him fo 
credulity; and made fome reflexions upo 
malignity of the world, and the abfurdity of 
popular ftories which are fo freely propaj 
by the vulgar part of mankind*. 



C H A P. III. 
The Landlord alUrs his Tone. A Female &a 

"V/T Y Landlord now began to fmeU a rat ; 
as it was his bufinefs to adapt himfi 
the tafte and principles of his cuftomers, he 
denly changed his tone, and faid> ** that, i 
** fure, fome of the Methodifts were gqoc 
** of people, for that matter; and did a ^ 
** deal of good in the world; and were 
^* charitable to the poor. And they pn 
*' main well, as they do fay; but for 
** part," continues he, " I never was at 
" Meeting." 

; ** What part of the town do they me^ 
« then?" fays Wildgoofe.— " Why, I i 



T ME S H R I T U A L QU I X T t. ^73 

f' kftow; but, here ! Deborah," fays he to a 
woman that had been wafliing in the back 
kitchen, " give the Gentleman an account of 
** your little Tabernacle in Avon-ftreet, or where 
*' the deuce is it !'*: — " Good-lack-a-day !'* quoth 
Deborah, wiping her hands upon her apron, 
*' what i has the Gentleman a mind to go and 
" hear pur Preaching then ? Why, to be fure 
" we have fome fijie men come araongft us. I 
** 2\n2i^Scriber; I can introduce the Gentleman 
^* any night; I "^Jcribes three-pence a week. Ah ! 
** Sir, we have fuch * yii^/-yJflrc/^/»^ Teachers ! 
" fuch "^ ranjijhing Minifters ! They come *y& 
" clofe to the point ; and does fo "^ grapple with 
''^ the fiuner ! They probe his fores to the very 
^^ quick ; and * pour in fuch comfortaUe halfam! 
*' and, as Mr, Twangdillo told us laft night, 
" though it may pain ; yet, like phyfic in 
" the bowels, it pains us to fome purpofe ^ ;— , 
" and, to be fure, as he faid, Converfion follows 
" Conviftion, as naturally * -as Thread does th& 
" Needle.'' — ^Whilft the good woman was thus 
retailing her panegyric, flie leaned over the chair 
of a Journeyman Taylor, who was drinking a 
penny pot, and breathed in his face fuch blafts, 
fo ftrongly tinftured with gin and Scotch fnufFJ 
•^ All theic expreliiaDis are in one fermon; on redeeming time* 

N s . tliat 
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that the Taylor cried out, " Why, Dame, th<^ 
** favoureft ftrongly of the Spirit truly. I fan* 
** cy thou art a little intoxicated to-night."r- 
^^ Tojiicated ! Tofticated! I fcorn your words,*' 
cries Deborah. ^< I defy the beft man in Bath^ 
** to fayy Black is my eye ; or that I was ever 
♦* eonfamei in liquor, fince my name was Debo- 
«* rah. Tofticated! No; God help me! I have 
^* drunk nothing to-day, but a little tea for 
** brcakfaft, and half a pint of ale at my dinner, 
*« except a little ftill'd water, that my Miftrcfi 
** gave me in the morning, to keep out the wind ; 
^ and I am fure there is no harm in that : it^ 
^* there now, Mr. Alcock ?" 

Mr. Alcock, which was my Landlord's name, 
put a flop to the torrent of her eloquence, by 
inquiring again the place of their meeting: 
which when he had learned, he fent his Tapfter 
to Ihew Wildgoofe the houfe, where he was di- 
refted to fomc of the moft confiderable of the 
-Fraternity, 



CHAP, 
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C H A P. IV. 

Mr. Wtligoofe atieitds a Bath Meetings, 

XX/'HENMr. Wildgoofe had made himfclf 
• kno^n, he was furprized to find that 
1^ ifame had reached Bath before him : for^ 
durii^ his refidence at Gloucefter, feveral paf- 
Angers, who had come that road, hearing that 
a young man of fome fortune was commenced 
Methodift Preacher, had brought the news to 
Bath, not without enlarging his fortune from 
fcrar to fcven or eight hundred pounds a year ; 
iof that Wildgoofe came with the prbpoffeflion 
in his favour, ** that he was the famous Preacher, 
** who made fo much noife at Gloucefter/' The 
Brethren, therefore, were not a little pleafed 
with a^convcrt of fo much fuppofed cpnfequence ; 
and accordingly received him with great cor- 
diality and diftinSion. 

At their next meeting, Wildgoofe attended 
as on^ of the audience ; and both he and Tug- 
well were greatly delighted with their fpirituaL 
hymns (which Deborah had aflured them were 
very melodious). But when the Preacher^, who^ 
N ff ' that 



\ 
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horns and kettledrums: and as fbon as tlie-' 
Orator had exhibited his perfoncm tlie Parade, 
ftretched forth his hand, and (like Paul in the 
Cartoon) was in a^ ta fpeak^ Nafh gave thcr 
iignal for the grand chorus of ^' God &ve die 
<V King !" The mufic flruck up ; :and, playing fo 
loyal a piece of mufic, no one had the hardinefs 
to interrupt them* Nay, a majority of the com- - 
pany were probably picafed with Nafh*8 humour ; . 
and, it being how breakfaft-time, the mob was 
eafily difperfed. 

Mr. Wildgoofe's friends^ however, would hot ' 
tgmely. give up a point of this importance ; but 
took an opportunity that very evening, when the 
company were going to the rooms, to produce 
their champion on a fudden ; and met - with > 
better fuccefs. 

As Mr- Nafli had given out that Wildgoofe 
was mad, he made ufe of St. Paulas words for 
' hl« text ; ** I am not mad, moft noble Feftus ; 
*f but do ipeak forth the words 'of fobernefs and 
" truth." Wildgoofe did not- confine hirafelf, 
however, to the words of the text ; but (as he' 
had been inftrudted by the Brethren) inveighed 
with great fcverity againft luxury in drefs, cards, 
dancing, and all the fafhionable diverfions rf 
the place; and even againft frequenting the 

rooms 
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rooms with the moft innocent intentions of re- 
creation and amufement. 

As foon as Wildgoofe had finifh^ his harangue, 
Vrhich was almoft of an hour^s duration^ a 
jolly Footman (about the fize of one of the Gen- 
tlemen in the Horfe-guards) buftling through the 
crowd, firetched. out a gigaotic fift, and pre- 
fented t±ie Oratw a fingle card. Wildgoofe, who 
had noty of latt, been much in genteel life^^ 
could not guefi at the meaning of this cere<« 
mony ; but imagined it was^ forae ]okt upon his 
inyeftive againft gaming. The Footman, how-^ 
ever, with a furly air, cried out, ** Read it, 
" friend ! read it ; my Lady defires to fee you 
" at her lodgings here on the Parade.'* Wild- 
goofe then, peruiing his billet, read as follows : 

*^ A Lady, who is difgufted with the world, 
** defires half an hour's converfation with Mr. 
** Wildgoofe, as foon as he is at leifure." 

Wildgoofe, after a Ihort paufe, told the Foot- 
man, ^* he would wait on the Lady immediately." 
So, as foon as he had given a fhort anfwer to two 
people (one a Fan-painter, the other a Butter- 
fly-catcher) who had confulted him about the 
lawfulnefs of their feveral profefiions,* he fol- 
lowed the Footman to his Lady's place of abode. 
• Md&^e Cui» lud beta btelj introdoced. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. VI. 
/f DigreJJion on Mejfage Cards, 

T^HERE are few cuftoms generally prevail- 
' ing in the world, how abfurd foevcr they 
may appear, which had not feme real propriety 
or convenience for their original : but when the 
fiafhion is once eftablifhed amongft the polite, it 
defcends of courfc ainongfl: the vulgar ; who 
blindly imitate it, as fuch, without any regard 
to its primitive inftitution. Thus, for inftance, 
the conveying mfeflages by a Card, was intro- 
duced into the fafhionablc world, as the readieft 
expedient againft.thc blunders and ftupidity of 
ignorant fervants. And It muft be confeffed, 
that in fome charafters, and on fome occaiions, 
. this praftice has not only no impropriety, but 
carries with it a genteel air of eafe and negli- 
gence ; and really faves a great deal of unnecef- 
fary trouble, both to the perfon that fends, and 
him. that receives the meffagc. 

The Man of pleafure, who tranfafls his moft 
important concerns in a cofFee-houfe or a tavern } 
or the modern Lady^ tlie whole fphere of whofe 

cxiflence 
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exiftence is a drawing-room, can never be fup- 
pofed without a Card in readinefs on every emer- 
gency : and therefore parties at Whift can no 
way be more aptly formed, nor meiTages of 
compliment more elegantly conveyed, than by 
thefe diminutive tablets; which are generally 
fuited to the fubjeft, to the genius,* and laconic 
ftyle, of the parties concerned. 

But, on the other hand, what can be more 
abfurd than this praftice, in more ferious cha-, 
rafters, and on occafions of more folemnity ? 
How remote from probability is it, that a grave 
Divine, who is continually inveighing againft 
the vices and follies of the age, fliould have a 
pack of foiled Cards in his pocket, ready for his 
engagements of bufinefs or pleafure ? or that a, 
venerable Counfellor, who is- continually fur- 
rounded with Briefs, Leafes, or Afts of Parlia-^ 
ment, (hould prefer a trifling Card, in tranfafting 
bufinefs with his Client, before a flired of parch- 
ment, or even a fcrap of common paper ? And, 
I Ihould have kicked my Taylor the other day, 
for minuting down the dimenfions of my fleeves'. 
and pocket-holes upon a Card- — if I had not 
luckily recoUefted that his laft bill was unpaid. 

Neither are Meffage Cards proper on all oc^ 
0ji9nSi any more than in perfons of allcharafters 

or 
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©r profeflion^. It is a knowiv impropriety in ai 
French Marquis, who, coming to pay his devo- 
tions at the fhrine of a Saint, whilft his image 
was gone to the Silvcr-finith to be repaired, left 
a Card for his Godfhip, to acquaint him with 
his intended vifit. And though a certain Lady, 
near St. James's, very innocently invited a 
woman of quality to her rout, by a whifper at 
the Communion-table; yet, in my humble 
opnion, (he could not fo decently have flipped a 
CUird into her Ladyfliip's hand, at fo facred a 
place as the Altar. 

Granting, however, the^i general and unlimited 
ufe of this pafte-^board correfpondence ; there is 
yet a propriety to be obferved, and manyabfur* 
dities to be avoided , in the choice of the Cards;. 
according to the pcrlbns addreffed, or the occa- 
fions on which we addrefs them* 

Jt is too obvious an hint, and, I;fuppofe, too 
trite a piece of adulation to a fine woman, to 
convey our compliments to her on the ^ Queen 
** of Hearts:** as, on the contrary, it would 
have been an affront to a late Eaft-India Gover- 
noiir* (though he laboured under fo groundlefs 
a flander) to have inquired after his health by 

* Thir feems to iUlude to ibnie ^f ce of modoni iiiftory aow 
f«rgotten« , 

fending^ 
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fending him the ". Knave of Diamonds.** The 
Duce or two of Clubs, I think, ftiould 6e appro-^ 
priated to challenges and duels. And the Black 
Aces fhould be entirely difcaried in our corre- 
fpondence with Ladies of charafler ; as the Nincf 
and Tens are at Ombre or Quadrille *. But thefc 
hints are left to be improved by the facetiou* 

Mr. . 

My intention was chiefly to obferre, that the 
difgufted Lady, mentioned in the laft chapter, 
fliould have made ufe of paper with black edges^ 
in a meffage to Mr. WjUjgoofe, rather than 3 
profane Card ; which he could not but confider as 
a diabolical invention, and confequently as in- 
tended for an affront to fo pious a man. How- 
ever, he obeyed the fummons,. as has been 
i^Iated, and atteii^d the Lady ia her owa 
apartment* 

# A (et of bUnk Cardt lute fiace been h^eBtedy Vy which Um 
alMTC ahfotditief ma; be tTOukd. 



CHAP. 
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c H A P. vn. 

I 
TetiaTiti. 

\>TIt. Wildgoofe was introduced by the Foc*- 
man into an handfome dining-roorii, ele- 
gantly furnilhcd. The Lady received hini in a 
genteel difhabille ; fitting, ©r rather leaning, on 
a rich fofa, in fuch a pofture as neceffarily dif- 
playcd an handfome foot, fomewhat above the 
inftep. She was an agreeable woman, about fix 
and twenty. And though her face was not fo 
exquifitely beautiful as it feemed to have been 
in her earlier days ; yet, being fhaded by a chip 
hat, and receiving a glofs from a white fattia 
night-gown in which (lie was dreffed, fhe made 
iipon the whole no unpalatable figure. 

I would not inilinuate, that fhe had any in- 
tention to captivate our Hero. Yet thus much, 
I believe, is certain : that a woman who has 
once been handfomej and experienced the power 
of her cliarms^ feldom lays afide the hopes of 
making conquefts; but contrafls an habitual 
fondnefs for admiration^ and would be difap* 

pointed 
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pointed in not tecciving that inccnfc, even from 
a man whom (he defpifed. 

Mr. Wildgoofe, however, was at prefent no 
defpicable objeft. He was now in his twenty- 
fifth year. He was well made, and had an agree- 
aUe countenance, which his late abftemious way* 
of life had improved, by giving quite a delicacy 
to his complexion. His hair was of a dark brown ; 
and though it had not received the fafhionable 
frizure, it was grown thick enough to (hade his 
face, and long enough to curL , And bis drefs, 
though plain, was tolerably neat and becoming. 
In (hort, though Mrs. Booby (which was the 
name of this Lady) really fancied (he had occa- 
(ion for fome gho(Uy advice ; yet probably flie 
might not have thought of this ceremony, if (he 
had not liked the perfon of her Cafuift ; whom 
(he viewed, as he was declaiming, from the 
window of her apartment. 

After bowing to Mr. Wildgoofe, and defiring 
him to fit down, (he pulled out her fan ; and 
having played it a little, in -a negligent manner, 
faid, ** (he (hould make no apology for giving 
*** this trouble, as (he was convinced, from his 
**^ character, he would not refufc his advice to 
** any on« in aiSliSion.'' 

Wild- 
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Wildgoofe bowed, and made a proper Ipeech^ 
upon the occafion ; and fhe proceeded. 

« In ftiort, Sir," fiys ihc, «« I mi fick of 
*^ the world. But, that you may be a b^tcr 
** judge of my fituation, I will beg. leave to 
*J trouble you with a fliort hiftory of my paft 
" life ; which will let you into the nature of 
** my prefent uneafinefs.'' 

Wildgoofe exprelTed his carncft defire to give 
her fome fpiritual confolation; and Mrs. Booby 
thus began. 



C HAP. Vim , 

Mrs, Boob/s Sury. 

" "XTCTHEN' I was about nineteen, I came 
** with my mother for the firft time to 

^* Bath : and, whether there was a fcarcity of 
** beauty there that feafoh ; or whether, ^i my 
** bloom, I might not be reckoned tolerably 
** handlbme ; I don't know." Here Wildgoofe 
bowed again ; and muttering a complaifant ipeech, 
Mrs. Booby blufhed, and went on. ** Well, Su-, at ^ 
" I was going to fay, I found myfelf io great i 
^^ vogue; nmch carefled by the gentlemen, and 



-mat tFi]LiT0AL q^yixort. 2if 

^ 4n poiTeffipn of a great number of admirers. 
** Amongft the rdl, there w,as a very fobei^ 
** youth, of a good pcrfbiv and a genteel fortune, 
*^ who was particular in his attachment to me ; 
^ and, as my mother feemed to have no ob- 
** jcftion, I encouraged his addreffes : and, t ^ 
** own, he had made fome progrefs towards 
" gaining my affeaions. But, after about a 
" month's intimate correfpondence with Mr. 
" Clayfon (which was this young man's name), 
^* application was made to my old Lady by 
*^ another gentleman, of a much larger fortune, 
^ but much older than myfelf ; jvho offered 
^' me afettlement of fix hundred pounds a year ; 
*^ and, if required, two hundred pounds a year 
" for what is calka Pin-dBoney, 

" My mother was chArmfcd with this pro- 
^f pofalj.and hoped* I'would not hefitate a mo- 
^ ment, in -preferring fo advantageous an offer 
^* to that of the young fellow who had been 
^* dangling after me for fome time,* 

** I was ftartled at this fpeech ; and told her, 

*** * I fhould certainly pay a proper deference to 

^ her opinion in an af&ir of that importance ; 

**• but, Madamj fays I, you icnow I have en- 

-^ couraged Mr* Clay ton's addreffes^ and cannot, 

xi << in 
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** in honour, liften to any orfier propofals,-^ 
^< ^ In honour ! cries Ihc : a fiddlcftick ! Well, 
** continues (he, . you may do as you pleafe; I 
** fhall not force your inclinations : but, whether 
** you accept of Mr* Booby's offer or not, I 
** fhall infift upon your not adnutting tliat fcl- 
*^ low's vifits (meaning Mr. Clayton's) anf 
^* more.' • ^ 

<* This ftern prohibition, though it obliged 
** me to alter my external behaviour, could 
** make no alteration in my afic£lion for Mr. 
** Clayton. I was denied to him indeed the 
'* next time ho came ; but we contrived two or 
*^ three ftiort interviews at the rooms : and I 
*^ told him, * that although I could not think of 
** difobeying my mother's exprefs cono^mands; 
^^ I would vow eternal conftancy to him, and 
<^ promife faithfully never to give my hand, 
*^ much lefs my,heart, to any other,' , 



chAp. 
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» H A P. IX. 

Mr$. Bo^bfs Story ^mtimei. 

** ]VT ^' ^'^3^®^ ^^' ^^^ obliged, by fome 
^ • * bufinefe of Goa&qpence, to leave Bath 
^^ for fome tinse, and was detained ri^r tW6 
*^ months; in die coimtry. We contrived, hovir- 
** ever, to cany on a cdrrefpondesee by letters} 
•^ in which he lamented, * how madi hefufFercd 
*' by tins feparation ; and how impoffible it was 
** for him ever to be happy in my abfcnce.' I 
^* anfwdrcd. his letters, at firft, with more fond-i 
*^ nefs perhaps than it was prudent, or even de- 
** cent, for any young woman to exprefs, wbat- 
*^ ever her real fentiments maybe; and miide 
*^ the moft romantic declarations, of prcferrir^ 
" retirement and a oompctdnce with the pcribn 
*^ Ilovcjd, totlve^moftfplendidcircumftaiiccswitli 
" one whom I detefted, 

" TTie moft ardent love, however, may grow 
•* cooly by a long ieparation from its objeft ; 
" for, thougli a fliort abfcaccrincPBafci, too long 
" a one frequently extidguifhe© « paffiom Iix 
^^ fhort, I am convinced, that time and a variety 

Vox. I. O <« of 
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*^ of aiiiufcmcnts muft weaken the force even of 
<< the fincereft affeftion. J- a 

" As my Mama/ without .mentioning i ft 
*^ word of Mr. Booby's propofals, was continu- 
" ally regiefenting to my fancy the dazzling 
** images of a fplendid equipage, a numerous 
£« attendance, and tlie deference "arid refpcft 
j" wliich are ufually paid to wealth and afflu- 
>* cnce ;. and the liketopics, which thofc parent^ 
f* who prefer the grandeur of alliance to the 
5* happinefs of their children are fond of incul- 
•^ eating: I muft own my weaknefs ; and ton- 
•' fefs, that I began to feel my exccffive tender- 
•* ncfs for the abfent Clayton gradually wearing 
f^ off; and in (hort, I determined, at length^ 
<' to find out fome pretence for breaking off all 
^^ cor refpondence with him. 
' ** The engagements of Lovers are like trea- 
f* ties between Princes. The party that is de- 
^' firous of coming to a rupture, is never at a 
*V lols- for a pretence. In one of his letters, 
<^ poor Clayton, out of his great fondncfs pcr- 
" haps, had expreffed his concern, as naturally 
*< he might, left the conftant folicitatipns, td 
^ which every woman who is. not abfolntely 
f^i ugly is expofed in this place, might prove pre- 
*^ ' judiciaitD his love ; and liad civen hinted, * how 
. • v> . " happy 
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happy it would make *him, if I would not 
appear in public more than Was neceffary 
to oblige my Mama: who, he knew, was 
more fond of the rooms, at that time^ than 
I myfelf was,* 

" This modeft rcqueft, the confcqucnce pro- 
bably of the moft tender regard, furnifhed me 
with the opportunity which I wanted, of 
tareaking with Clayton. I told him, in my 
anfwer, ^ that a woman could never be happy 
with a man of his fufpieious temper : and, if 
I was to be abridged of the mofk innocent 
amufements by a perfon who could claim not 
the leaft right to that power, what muft t 
cxpeft from the authority of an hufband of 
fo jealous a difpolition? In fhort, I added,' 
as this engagement was entirely inconfiftent 
witU the obedience due to a parent, and the 
correfpondence carried on in defiance of' 
my mother's xcxprefs prohibition, I defifed 
the affair might proceed no further.* 
" Inftead of anfwering this letter, which 
greatly alarmed liim, Mr. Clayton came poft 
to Bath : the news of wliich, I muft confefs, 
ftaggered my refolution. . And meeting him 
the next day, by accident, at the houfe where, 
by agreement, our. letters had been left, I 
O 2 • " found' 
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" found all my fondoefs revive at the fight of 
-" hin;i ; aiid infteM of exchanging our letters 
<' (which^ arfter tte receipt of fo unaccountable 
<^ a; one fron^ ra^, h^ faid, was the utmoft of 
" his expeftation), we feemed to have cifaibliih- 
<^ ed aur correipond^^ce upoa a moc«* lafling 
«' foundation th^ua qv^n 

" After two or three dandcftinc interviews, 
*« Mr. Clayton was again obliged to kavc Bath ; 
** and we again renewed our literajry cosrc- 
^^ fpondence. But dxl how little do weknoW 
** ouF own hearts. ! Wliethcr the cGtttinual in- 
*' apife of flattery^ which. I received from a 
^ aumber of adnaircrs, revived my ambition, 
** or whether mere abfencc weaned my affeftions 
*^ from their objeft ; 1 began, a fecond time, to 
*f feel a great indiiierence in regard to Mr. 
*< Clayton. . In ftiort, Sir, not to trouble you 
<^ witli too tedious a. df^ail of partiqulars, I 
*^ agaqi foi^nd a. pretence for dropping all further 
** intercourse with him. And Clay too himfelf, 
" instead of copiiag again' in perfon^ (or pcr- 
*^ hfips thinl^ing n^e now beneath hi&^ regard) 
" only wrote me a defence of his conduft. 
*« Such, at leaft, I gy-effed to be the contents of 
« his letter; {qn vvrith unparalleled ii^Icnce, 
"^ I fent it b^ck unppened. Ai^d thus ended pur 
^^ cowiexion. 

CHAP. 
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C H A P. X. 

Ifrx. Boohy^s St&ry tcnciudid. fFildgBcfe^s Opinion 
ef the Mbtri^ge C^ntraif^ Defcription cf ^ 
Bath Life. 

' TV/f Y Mother, perceiving tHd gloom which 

appeared in my countenance on Mr. 

Clayton's departure begin now to wear off, 

and my ufual chearfuhiefs return, gave Mr. 

Booby an hint to renew his addreffes. Thefe, 

' at iirft, 1 again rejefted with great indigna- 

* tion. But, when I perceived, that although 
' my Mama declared againft forcing my incll- 

* nations^ yet that her conftant frowns, and 
^ perhaps her lafting difpleafure, and aH the 
^ negative difcauragements in her power, would 
5 be the confequenct of my tefufal, I began to 
^ liften to Mn Booby's propofalt : and, after 

* ftipulating for a decent time to confider of it, 

* and iniifting upon his firft offer of two hon- 

* dred pounds a year,. for pin-money; I con* 
^ defccrtded to accept his tci-ms : and in fhorr, 

* our perfons Were joined together in wedlock, 
^ though two fuch hearts could neVer-be united. 

O 3 "Mr. 
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" Mr. Booby indeed was not difagreeable in 
*^ his appearance : and though he was near 
^* twenty years, older than me; yet, by his 
** manner of drefs, in a public place, he con- 
*f .cealed what little depredation Time had madi 
*f. on his peribn. But when wehad been married 
^' near three years without the ■ confequeiwie 
^' which he expefted from our union (for he 
" was very defirous of an heir to his eftate), he 
** began to lay afide the very defire of pleafmg 
^' me. And, as he became a floven, I began 
*f to negleft my drefs; fo that, from being 
** merely indifferent, we foon became thoroughly 
*^ difagreeable to each other. Every trifle was 
** now made matter of difpute; and we* fre- 
" quently quarrelled one day^ about what had 
" been the fubjeft of our difpute the day bc- 
" fore. 

" But what rendered Mr. Booby completely 
V odious to me, was the high opinion he haci 
** conceived of the fuperiority of his fex ; and 
** the arbitrary notions he entertained of the 
** authority of the hufband over us poor do- 
** meftic animals, called wives. In fhort, Mr. 
*,^ Wildgoofe, this was a conftant fubjeft of de- 
" bate; and in fine, the real caufe of our 
*^ feparation." 
. « Is 
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," Is Mr. Booby then alive ? and do you live 
^* feparate from him ?" — " Why, Sir, you fhall 
" hear. It was a thing utterly unavoidable;. 
*< and nothing but an abfolute neceiEty fhould 
** have forced me to take fo imprudent a ftep.. 
^* I was driven to it by the moft brutal behavi- 
** our, as you fhall hear. 

** Mr. Booby's family-feat is in the North of 
" England ; but (being fo remote from Bath^ 
" which waters were thought neceflary for his 
*^ health; and a bad fporting country, which 
" is his whole delight) lie had taken a hunting 
" feat near the Wiltfhire Downs ; w^hither I 
** was banifhed foon after ©ur marriage ; or 
" rather where I was imprifoned, and confined 
M to the converfation of dogs and horfes, or, 
^^ what is worfe, mere Country Squires, Parfons, 
^/ and Fox-hunters : for there was not above 
" one converfeable neighbour within ten miles of 
** us ; and that family we rarely faw aboVe once 
" in a cjiiarter. 

*^ One day, when Mr. Booby returned from 
^* hunting, he brought home with him, accord-' 
^ ing to cuflom, the Parfon of the parifh and 
" a neighbouring Attorney ; though he knew 
** that I had invited the only genteel • family 
" wliich (as I told you) we had in the neigK- 
O 4 " bourhood, 
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** liourhood, to fpend the evening with me, Ai 
** thofe politer meetings were but rarely indulged 
** me, I ufually made an handfome fupper; ani 
** as our houfe was a mere box, though 1 had 
" a dining-room to receive my company in on 
** thofe occafions, yet we were always obliged 
" to fup in the common parlour. As foen, 
^* therefore, as we had dined, I defired Mr. 
" Booby andliis i-uftic companions to adjourn. 
*• into a little fmoaking-room, to take their 
" pipes and their bottles ; which he abfolutcly 
** refufed. Upon my pleading a right to the 
" parlour, to- entertain my company in, he in- 
" lifted upon his prerogative, of being mafter in 
** his own houle. In Ihort, after many aggra*- 
" vatioRs, I proceeded fo far as to tell hioi, 
" * I would rather live in ^cottage, than with 
*< fuch a brute as he was ;' to which, he replied, 
f* < that he would fooner live in a wind-mill, 
" than with fuch a vixen as I was ; and, that 
^^ iie never defired to fee my face again.' Upon 
*< which, J threw iny hoop-ring in his face ; and, 
•* having difpatched a card to put oflFmy com- 
^ pany, ordered the chariot, and drove inime- 
*^ diately to Bath : where I have lived ever fincc 
« laft Oaobcr. 

^* «« Now, 
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I " N0VV5 Sir, Ifliould be glad of your opinion ;. 

f *^ whether I have done any thing inconiiftent 

! " with my duty, or contrary to my marriage- 
" vow, upon this occaljon. For you muft ob- 
« fervc, Mr. Wildgoofe, nothing but the moil 
*^ brutal ufage could have forced me to take this 
" ftep; and you fee I was under zn abfolute nt- 
*' ^^ffity of afting as^ I have done. You muft 
^' mind that, Mr. Wildgoofe : and then, I am 
.*' .fure, you will pafs- fentence in my favour, 
" and acquit me of any thing wrong in thi» 
« af&ir." 

Wildgoofe was at firft ftruck dumb with afto- 
Bifhrnent, and could not tell what anfwer to- 
make: but, after recovering a little from his 
confufion; " Madam," fdys he, " as you afk 
" my opinion, I am perfuaded you expefl: n>e to^ 
^< give it you with the utmoft fincerity ; and my 
** cpnfcience will not permit me to ipeak wl^at 

" " I do not really think : and a^good Chriftian 
" fliould rather run the rifquet of appearing un-^ 
" polite, than infincere.. 

"I would by no means, Madam, caftthe blame 

« entirely upon you : for, I think, there was nd 

" probability that fuch an alliance as you have 

*< d^fcribed could be produftive of any lafting 

0.5, ."felicity;; 
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** felicity ; as it was not founded on a mutual 
<* afFeftion, nor (I am afraid) entered into on a 
^^ religious principle, or in the fear of Gocf. 1 
^* Your affeftions, you own, were pre-engaged; 
** or, at leaft, having been difappointed in tiieir 
'** firft objeft, could not exert their natural force 
^* on a fecond. 

" Then, I am afraid, Madam, you have not 
" fufBciently confidered your oWigation to obey 
^* the peribn, to whom you have, by the mar- 
^^ riage<ontraft, given up, in fome mcafiire, 
" your natural freedom." — " Given up my free' 
^^ dom /" cries Mrs. Booby, *' Fd fooner refign 
■" iny life."- — " Qive me leave. Madam, to ex- 
^^ plain myfelf," fays Wiidgoofe. "I do hot 
^* fpeak of this obligation, as founded on^ the 
*' mere words of the marriage-ceremony (for 
^^ all hum^m ordinances are vain and frivolous) ; 
'* but as evidently enjoined by the holy Scrip- 
^' ture, and to be deduced frona that fuperiority 
^^ which Nature fcems to. have given the man 
** over the more delicate fex." .' 

' ** Ay, that's fo like my hufband now !" cries 
Mrs. Booby, turning red,, and playing her fan 
^ith feiDe vivacity : *^ but you muft ex<:ufe me, 
** Sir, if I cannot allow xht fuferiority you plead 
?i foi.,"w-.-<< Well, Midafji," replies Mr. Wiid- 
goofe, 



u 



THE SPIRITUAL QV I X O T B. 299. 

goofc, ** I "will not enter into the difpute about 
*^ the natural equality of the fexes, which hasf 
^* of late been brought frequently upon the car- 
pet ; though the nove/iy of the Ladies claim is,' 
^ I thihk, a ftrong prefumption in our favour. 
^' But be that as it will; I am clearly of opinion, 
^^ that in domeftic, as well as civil government^ 
** to prevent continual diflenfions and ftruggles 
^^ for fuperiority, there muft fomewhei*e be 
*' lodged a dernier re/ort, an arbitrary^ or (to 
** ufe a fofter name) z/overeign power. And 
** I am certain, that JReligion, as well as Rea- 
** fon, has placed this power in the hufband."— 
^ Very well !'* fays Mrs. -Booby, with a con- 
temptuous fneer. — ^^ For a proper ufe of this 
*^ power, howeverj" continues Wildgoofcj " the 
" hufband ia accountable both to the laws of 
'^ God and of man. And I am convinced^ 
" Madam, if you could have acknowledged' this 
" fuperior authority m- Mr. Booby, and had 
** thought it your duty to fubmit in fuqh tri- 
" flesas tliat which was the immediate caufe of 
" your feparation, you would have been much 
^** happier than by your own account you now 
** are. For, I believe, as depraved as our natura 
** is, there is no man fo brutifli, that could bear 
'". to tyrannize over a poor holplefs creature ; 
- * O 6 "who 
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<^ who (inftead of difplaying that mafculine k^ 
•^ rocky which is too common in the fcx) ae* 
*< knowledged her entire dependence upon him 
*« for fupport and proteftion.** 

<< Support and prou&ion^ indeed V* exclaims 
Mrs, Booby : " my pin-money will fiipport me, 
*< and I fcorn his prote£lion*^-^^^ Give me leavc^ 
** Madam, to conclude my argument,** fays 
Witdgoofc " The very circumftance whick 
«^* you mention has, 1 am afraid, contributed 
^< not a little to bring on that feparatton whick 
" you feem now to repent of: I mean, that 
*' monftrous article of modern refinement caHcd 
** pin-money ; which, I perceive*, is. always up- 
*< permoft in your thoughts. The allowing a 
" woman a maintenance independent of her 
^ hulband, is not only deftroying that mutuaJ 
<* affeftion which arifes from a fenfe of their 
*' intereft being infeparably united ; but is alfo' 
*< a continual temptation to a woman to fly out 
*^ on the flighteft difpute : and to defpife the au*- 
«* thority of an hufband, without whofe affif^ 
*^ tance or fupport fhe has it in her power to 
*' live in affluence and fplendor. Separate purfes 
" between man and wife are as. unnatural asrfc^ 
*^ parate beds : which indeed one often hears of 
^ amongft people of falbion^ where there is no* 

^ morcr 
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•* more difficulty-in making up twv bedi 
** than one. But the fureft way of preventing 
^ fuch a^feparation is> to have but one bed to 
** go to ; whick is nioft conamonljr the cafe with 
<* the happier couplea in lower life.. 

** In Ihort, Madam^.Iam, indined to think,, 
** the great facility .which you found in ex- 
" changing the folitudle yoit compl^a of, fot 
" the gaieties and pleafitrn of Bath, was a prittr 
" cipal motive of your deferting Mr. Booby, >aiid 
" precipitating yourfelf into this misfortune: 
" which rafli coraluft, I find^ now fitsfo heavy 
" i^n your confcience.**^ 

** Indeed, Sir," replied Mrs* Booby, Ikrting 
from a kind of reverie, " you are vaftly mifta- 
^^ ken. I am more fick of a public place, if 
H poffible, thai^ of my own home — whither 
" indeed I have lately had fome thoughts of re- 
" turning; as I have received feveral overtures 
*'' from Mr.' Booby to that purpofe. The pka^ 
^ fares. of Bath indtcdl No; I deteft the place; 
" ind could wdfh to be banifhed from it fot 
" ever ! It is a. tedious circle of unmeaning hvrr- 
** ry,. anxiety, and fatigue;, of fancied enjoy- 
" ments and real chagrins: — to-day one is in 
" vogue, the Ijiord knows why ; to-morrow de* 
** fcx*cd, and equally without reafon. In the 

** former 
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" former cafe, one is peftered and diftrafteJ 
<* with variety of engagements ; in- the latter, 
^ left a prey to melancholy, and the difagree- 
*^ able reflexions on the flight* we meet with. 
" Such indeed is die fpirit of public places J 
«« every, one is afpiring after the company of 
^' hi^ fuperiors; while he defpifes his equals, 
^ and facrifices the real enjoyment of friendly 
*^ converfation to the foolifli ambition of being 
•* fecn in, what is called,, good company. In 
♦* ftiort, nothing can be more trifling than the 
** life of a Lady, nor more infipid than that of a 
** Gentleman, at Bath t the one is- a conftant fe- 
*' ries of flirting and gadding about ; the other 
*' of fauntering from place to place, without 
" any fdieme or » purfuit.. Scandal x>p fa- 
*' fhions engrofs tlie converfation of the former}. 
.** the. news of the day, the price of fifli, the 
f* hiftory of the preceding night at the tavern, 
*^ or favoury anticipations of their next de- 
" bauch, furnifh oat the morning entertain- 
" ment of the latter.!* 

. ^^ Well, Madam, I am glad to hean youfpeak 
-" with fo much diiguft of this feene of diffipa* 
f^ tion ;, which, by all accounts, it highly de* 
V ferves : and I hope it is a. good fymptom of 
" tlxe New-Birtlu. If you are; onoe jpropcrly 

" ' « fcnfible 
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'^ fenlible of your own mifery, you will foon be 
" glad to take refuge where only true joys arc 
« to be found." 

' ** Oh> Sir, you do not know half the follies 
" and impertinences of this place. There arc 
■** fome indeed ^ who appear more ferioufly ent- 
'^' ployed; and who pore whole mornings over 
^* a game at Whift, with the attention and fo- 
" lemnity of Mathematicians or Privy-coun^ 
" fellors. But one might as well affeft tran- 
" quillity in a ftorm or a whirl-wind, as cnjoy- 
" ment at a gaming-table. It is expofing one's 
" felf continually to the caprice and fport of 
*^ Fortune, and to every boifterous, unfoeiable, 
^* and felfifli paffion. For my part, though, I 
" confefs, I have been fond of cards, yet they 
*Vare now my utter averfion : I renounce them 
'^' for ever; and (if I know my own mind) am 
<^ determined never to touch a card again as 
*^ long as I live." 

Whilft Mrs. Booby was making this declara- 
tion, and Wildgoofe highly applauding her refo- 
lution ; the Footman opened the door, and an- 
nounced the arrival of Lady Fanny Flurry, iSVho 
ruihed in, toffing her hoop three yards before 
%cr. But, feeing fo unfafliionable a figure as 
.Wildgoofe^ Ike ftarted back^ and taking him 
; . . for 
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for a Shoe-maker or fomething in thatiftyk, (he 
cried oviti "Oh ! Booby, you are engaged^ J fee-*" 
But Mrs. Boody winking upoit her, and afluring 
her fhc was not ; " Well, my. dear Booby/' fays^ 
Lady Fanny, " I only, came to befpeak you for 
" a party at Quadrille to nighty and ftisdl den 
<* pend upon your company at tlie Rooms,^' — 
** Oh I Lady Fanny ! name it not," cries Mrs. 
Booby ; " I Have juft made a jfriw refolution ne^- 
** ver to touch another card — after the bad run 
^ I had laft. night* But — your La^Jhlp is fo^ 
" obliging,! there's no refifting yw — yet, J hate 
<< the Rooms;, and poGtively I cannot be of 
" your party >&/rf."-«- " Oh I ho ! my Dear," 
replies her Ladyibip,. " have you betrayed your*- 
*^ fclf ? Wliat I you are piqued then,,at not being 
" invited to poor Clayton's public brcakfaft thi€. 
** morning? Con^e, come ! you had the refufai 
^< of him ;, and how caa you blame the creature 
" for feeking confolationelfewhere? And, real^ 
^ ly, thirty tboufand pounds, with a pretty Wo- 
*^ man, is. no unpromifing pro^Q; of eonibla- 
¥ tion," 

And now the fecret,was out. The true eaufe 
of Mrs. Booby's difguft with the \j?orl4 aod 
of her defiring this coof^ence with a Quack- 
j^reacbery-was the axrivalof.her for;(ner lover, Mr. 

Clayton; 
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layton ; who, a few years after (he had facri- 
:ed him cither to her Mother's importunity or 
her own ambition, had married a very agree- 
Ae heirefs with thirty thoufand pounds, whom 
: had now for the firft time" brouglit to Bath, 
here (he made 9 very brilliant appearance, 
nd Mrs, Booby not having been particularly 
vited to a public breakfaft which Mr, Clay* 
n gave that morning; this flight, together 
ith a bad run at cards, had made htrftck efthf 
^Id: and, to omufe herfclf chiefly, ftie had 
id recourfe to this ipiritu^ Knight-errant* 
owever, flie was fo w^ll pleafed with our He- 
's company (for, where the peculiarities of 
s religious fyftem were not concerned, Wild- 
K>f€ was really very agreeable), that, notwith- 
inding his offer to take his leave, MrSi Booby 
{ifted upon his company to tea and coffee^ 
hich now made its appearance* 



CHAR 
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CHAP. XL h 



A Scene in genteel Life. Enter Mrs. Bardolpi, 
Mifs Trufley and Mr. Rouvelh Their Character v. 

" npHE moft material difference between 
** keeping , good company and bad is, the 

** hearing the fame things faid before a dozen 
*^ wax-lights at the court-end of the town, or ' 
*^ before a couple of mould candles in the city." 
This, or fomething tx> the famcpurpofe, was re- 
marked by a celebrated Genius of the laft age; 
But I am inclined to think, that the honeft Ci- 
tizens of our times would fufFer by fii^h a com- 
prifon : for in that feriouj part of the mctro- 
pplis, there are ftill fome remains of the Britifh 
plainnefs of fpeecb and manJinefs of . converlai^ 
tlon. There, Bulinefs, Politics, News, Hiftory, 
or even Religion, are, in their turn, fometimes 
admitted as interefting fubjefts of difcourfe or 
argumentation. But amongft thofe choice fpirits 
who have monopolized and appropriated to them- 
felves the ftyle and title of good company^ one 
rarely hears any other topics introduced, than 
annals of the Whift-table or anecdotes of the 

Turf, 
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Turf, Operas, Routs, and Mafquerades ; the* 
nioft trifling relations of the moft trifling tranf- 
aftions. And, as Lord Shaftefbury obferves of 
Kis times, *' If any thing of Learning is intro- 
" tluced,'it is Pedantry; if any thing of Mora-' 
** lity, it is called Preaching." 

^^ In tkefe refleftions, however, the good com- 
pany now introduced is not particularly con- 
cerned, 

- Mrs. Booby, not having appeared in public 
thiat day, was vifited by moft of the idle and 
impertinent part of her acquaintance.^ Amongft 
die reft there now. arrived thofe two amiable 
perfons, Mrs. Bardolph and Mr. Rouvell, or (as 
he was aptly called) Beau Rueful; who were 
immediately followed by the well-known * Mifs 
Trufle, with a black fpanicl in her anns, and a 
fquirrel in her pocket. 

' Mrs. Bardolph was the wife of a very worthy 
man: which circumftance, together with the 
good table which fhe kept, and her readinefs to 
make one at a party, at Quadrille, introduced 
her into "a numerous acquaintance amongft peo- 
ple of fafhion. Of which privilege, however, 
fhe made no other ufe, -than that of pafling 
away the time lefs tedioully ; of dining and 

* Tvrcnty years ago. 

^ fupping 
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fupping agreeably, and of tranfinitting the in- 
fipid occurrences of one family into that of an- 
other ; the particulars of which her memory en- 
abled her to retain longer than people of more 
reflexion. So that fhe was a living Chroniclt 
of every incident, good, bad, or indifferent, that 
had befallen her acquaintance for twenty yeari 
together. 

Of much the fame importance was the cha-^ 
rafter of Mifs T»ufle. She was a woman of fa- 
mily ; but had neither fortune, beauty, wit, or 
even good-natuie, to recommend her. Indeed 
her peribn was not only dcfpicably fraall, but 
deformed like wife; her underftanding of the 
fame dimenfions, end her temper as deformed as 
h^r perfon. Yet, under all thefe difad vantages,, 
her rank and the good company Ihe always ap- 
peared in might haply have captivated {omt 
Country Efquirc, who would have thought him- 
felf honoured by the alliance 5 but for, that eter- 
nal bane to evfry thing that is amiable^ her af« 
fe£tation. 

Mifs Trufle had two or three fifters who* 
were admired; and from two ©r three occafional 
ccHnpliments which flie had motxwith on theit 
account, fhe flattered herfclfe (in dowmight^ 
contradidlion to her looking-glafs) that flie hcr- 

felf 
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{t\t had feme pretenfions to the femily features. 
Ir Gonfequence of this, Ihe noddled her head, 
was fkucy, and faid rude things to one*s face, 
and gave herfelf all tbe coquetfeifh airs of a celc- 
bcalod toaft : the natural refuk of which was, 
that, having lived a virgin to the age of riiirty, 
and now defpairingof becoming a miftrefsof any 
ether fort of family, fti& had jettfed her affec- 
tions on fquirrels, monkeys, and lap-dogs, with ^ 
which, for Want of other gallants, fhe was con- 
ftantly attended; though they frequently fup- 
pliod the wags with perfonal comparifons, not 
much to Mifs Trufle's advanti^e. 

Mr Rouvell, or Beau Rueful, was a young 
fidlow, who, by a ftrange concurrence of lucky 
circumftances, with the help of a convenient 
aflbrance and a laced coat, had wriggled himftlf 
i^to tcderable company: and, what is more 
ftrange, by boldly criticifing every new pam- 
phlet, laughing at every thing ferious, and by 
putting modeft people out of countenance, was 
by fome people efteemed a. formidable Wit, 
Nay, what is moftftrange of all, his profufe ex- 
pences having almoft diffipated a genteel fortune 
left him by a relation, he was now commenced 
fortune*hunter; without any kind of merit, either 
of perfon (which correlponded with his nick- 
name 
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name Rueful) ; or of underftanding, which way 
of the loweft ftandard; or even of birth, whick 
was very mean, he being the fon of a Grocer, 
in tlie ancient city of Coventry. 

As ftraws and feathers attrafl each other on 
the furface of the water, thefe three worthy per? 
fons, as if linked together by a mutual fympa- 
thy, came in a train to Mrs, Booby's apart- 
ment. 

Rueful bowed to Mrs. Booby and to Lady 
Fanny ; nodded to Mrs. Bardolph, and patted 
Mifs Trufle upon her bare Ihoulders ; but took 
no more notice of Wildgoofe, than of the Foot- 
man that waited, or of the Dutch Mail iff which 
lay lleeping on a cufhion in a corner of the x-oomi 
Being feated, however, he lolled over the fettee; 
and, with the corner of his hat held to his face, 
alked Mrs. Booby, in an audible whifper, 
« Who, the Devil, flie had got there ?" Mrs. 
Bardolph's curiofity likewife being raifed, ihc 
alked the fame queflion, in the fame tone, but 
concealing her face with her fan. Mifs Trufle 
ftared in Wildgoofe's face; burft into a laugh; 
then, turning to Rueful, alked him, *^ Why he 
<* did not wear his own hair, which, flic heard, 
<« was coming my^ch into fafhion?" 
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' Iti anfivcr to Rueful's and Mrs, Bardolph'* 
v^Dcftions, Mrs. Booby faid aloud, " that the 
'*' gemlemanwasMr.Wildgoofe; and, fhe hoped, 
*^ would make them all as good Chriftians as 
*' he was himfelf." On hearing Wildgoofe's 
Jiamc, Mrs. Bardolph aflced, " if he was any 
" relation to the Wildgoofes of Vyiltftiire ?"-r 
" Wildgoofes of Wiltfliire !" fays Mrs. Booby, 
^' I know no fuch family." — << What ! not Mift 
" Wildgoofe, that ran away with her father's 
^« Butler?"— "Lord! you mean Mifs Gofling." 
— " Blefs me !" fays Mrs. Bardolph, ^< fo I do : 
" but I am the worft perfon in the world to re- 
" member name^\ (which however was no in-^ 
cohfidcrablc part of her erudition)- *^ Well ; 
" Wildgoole, or Gofling ; they are not much 
" unlike."— "No;" fays Rueful, «I fuppofc 
" they are of the fame family, and bear the 
" fanie arms — a Grey-goofe, cankant^ regar^ 
" dantJ^ Rueful's blazonry was unintelligible 
to all buthimfclf; and confequently received no 
applaufe, but from an affefted laugh of his 
own. ' 

WiWgoofe had no very pleafant time of it, 
whilfl the affair of his name and family was ad- 
jufting* But his attention was diverted from this 
cpayerfatipn, by the. jfootman's treading on his 
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toe, a« Ke was handbg the coffee to him. WiU- 

goofe begged 'Mr. JdhtCs pardoR, for putting his 

foot in the way : and moved his chmr with fiO 

fmall tpepidatiom But Mr. Jobn^ far from b 

being mollified by his fubmiffive behatioiir, owed |l« 

him another good^ turn; and, in handing his 

'tea to hitx}> did k mth fb {cornfbl an air, that 

it flafhed= plentifully over Wild^ocfe's pluft 

breeches. Mrs; Booby, however, obferved the 

infolienceof her forvant, and' very properly tc- 

primanded him for it : upon which, Mr. John 

vouchfafed.tawait with a little mote dexterity. 

Nothing would'have kept Lady Fanny fo long 

fllent, but the fublirjie contempt which fhe had 

concrived of her company. She bad been trifling 

widi her fpoon, and cooling her tea, with an 

abient air ; and now drank half a difli, empded 

thd reft into the flop-bafon ; then,^ ftaiting up, 

" Lord.^ fays^ flie, ** what am I about ! lam 

" engaged to tea at the rooms this evening; 

*^ and have a mynad of vifits to make before I 

** go thither."—'* Sir j" fays fhe to the Foot- 

maft, " pleafe to order my chair." — ^Then pul* 

ling out her pock'et-book, ^ Let me lee,**" fays 

fhe, " Lady Loiter, oldLady Shocfcingphyz, Sn* 

** Arthur Lurch ;-^yei^ our WJiift-parties are 

^ full for Thurftlay, Friday, and Saturday 

3 ** evenings. 



^< evenings* But oa Sundfty-xfi^t, Bpob]% wfc 
^< will CKpca you^ for a'partf ftt QUadrllle.**— * 
Here Wildgoafe ereded bi» eyc-bnwj ; aiKl 
.fetched a deep fi|^^ or mther gioaned ifi fpirin 
But Lady Fanny correaiftglicrfclf,« BleA nie !*• 
^ies flie>"what daltlUk of SirtriajrM foN 
^* get that I am dl Bathw That fuperarumaced 
^* old creature, Nalli^ will notletus phy ott 
** Suaday-mght— in public. Weilj to*niglit 
^< however, at eight c/clodc^ I ihall depend 
*^ upon you " Then, riling uj>, and toffing licr 
hoop over Wildgoofe*s he&d as ftie m&td by* 
Uuiy (he took her leave, with ^^ Mieu! ma 
" cb^a B$0byi /> V9W nttendf tout i Fheure!^ 



C H A K XH, 

Piarious Chk^chat. 

j(V FTER Lady Fanny was g6ne, Mrs. Booby, 
^^ with no other vieiT thail t6'givc Mr. 
Wildgpofc an opportunity of faying fomethiftg, 
aiked'hif%^^ what hi« opinion was, of frequent^ 
*^ ing the rooms at Bath, or other public 
« places^' Wii%qofe rcpUe^ "that he had 
^< had tuy opportuljity of formoig. any opinion' 
Vol* L P , " upon 
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*V upon that head from his own experience. But, i 
<^ Madam," continues he, ** as, by all accounts, 
<< the chief intent- of thofe affemblies is either 
^ gaming, * intriguing, or unmeaning diffipa- 
<* tion ; in fhort, to prevent our being left a 
<^ prey to our own thoughts, and feeing our 
<^ own mifery and corruption ; I cannot think 
<* it advifeable, even for people with the beft 
<^ intentions, to countenance, by their example, 
•^ meetings of this kind.'* 

** Well, Sir," fays Rouvell, *^ you may preach 
^ as long as you pleafe; but, I believe, you 
« will hardly prevail upon people of fafhion to 
*^ give up fo agreeable an amufement." 

« Why, Sir," replies Wildgoofe, " from the 
<* delcription which Mrs. Booby has juft now 
<^ been giving me of a Bath life, I am fo far 
*^ from thinking it even agreeable ; that it ap- 
*^ pears to me a mere (ccnc of vanity and folly. 
** Pray, Madam," continues Wildgoofe, *' did 
<* you ever read the Pilgrim*8 Progrefs." — " Ha ! 
^* ha! ha!"' cries Rouvell, in a horfe-laugh; 
<^ I believe we may all have read that, and Jack 
* ' the Giant«-killer too, in the nurfery."— " Well, 
" Sir, you may laugh ; I now only mention 
<' that ordinal author upon a ludicrous occafion, 
*^ as I think his account of ^ Vanity-Fair* feems 
: ^ . "to 
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". to be no bad defcription of the infipid inter- 
" coui(e (to fay no worfc of it) that ufually 
^^ paffes between the thoughtlefs creatures at 
" moft of diofc public affemblies." 

** Well, fays Rouvell, " granting it to be as 
** infipid as you pleafe ; yet, wherever people of 
** diftinftion agree to allemble, thofe that woiild 
** not be out of the world mull follow iheni. 
** Even thofe that fct up for reformers of man- 
*• kind muft frequent thofe affemblies, if they 
" would do any good amongft them. 1 will 
** anfwer for it, St. Paul himfelf, who became 
** all jtbittgs to all mgn, i( he had come. to Bath, 
*< would have gone to the Rooms ; and St. Luke, 
** like other Phyficians, would have frequented 
« theCofFee-houfe."—«« Very fine!" fays Mifs 
Trufle ; ** and I fuppofe you think the Four 
^ Evangelifts wo^ldhave made a party at Quad- 
<* rille ! you will make a fine Parfon indeed!'* 

Wildgoofe was ftruck with horror at tliis pro- 
phane raillery : but Mrs. Bardolph, by way of 
changing the fubjeft, alked Mrs. Booby, ^' if 
" fhe had heard how old Lady Shockingphyz was 
** mortified at the Ball laft night ; or rather at 
« the Pump-Room this morning ?" — " No," 
fiiys Mrs. Booby, ** I have not had a foul come 
<* aear inc "to-day, ^cept the prefent cpmpany 
P 2 « and 
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" and Lady Fanny."— «< Why,'' fays Mh. Bar- 
dolph, '^you know her Ladyfliip's family pride," 
— " Yes,** fays Mrs. Booby ^ *^ as fbc has no 
" merit of her own to plead,, her Ladyfhfp is 
<< forced to fubfift tipcm the family fund ; and 
<^ that is pretty^ well exhauftcd; She has only 
<< one daugkter, I think, to keep up the honour 
« of it;**— " Well, it was for that dai^htcr," fayi 
Mrs. Bardolph, <* that (he defired ^kjOito get i 
*^ partner : who r ecotnmcndcd a very genteel 
•" young man, and very well dreffcd; and Mift 
<< jigged it down, the whole evening with gieat 
<^ alacrity and iktisfa£lion. But this morning,' 
** at the Pump-room, the bufy Mrs..MarraU 
*^ came out of breath to Lady Shockingphyz, and 
** told her, * that the young man her daughter 
** danced with, was a Linen-draper in Che^ 
^* fide.* — * Indeed ! fays her Ladyftiip : what 
*^ docs that fancy fellow Nafh mean, by ufing 
"-me thus?* And away fhe trudges j to repri- 
" mand him for it. — Mr. Nafli, after fome in- 
*^ quiries into the alFair, told her Ladyfliip, 
" *that, to be fure, the Gentleman did deal in 
<^ linen ; but that it was in the whole/ale way ; 
^* and that he never c«r a piece of cloth in his 
" life.* — ^^ Are you fure of ^hat? cries her Lady* 
** Ihip : Are you fure he^ never tut, Mr. 

«Nafh? 
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*' Nafh ? If the Gentleman never cut, why cer- 
" tainly there is no fuch great matter in it.* 

♦* Thus her Ladyfliip ran on, till the whole 
•* company burft into a loud laugh, both at 
** her liadyfhip's ridiculous pride, and at the 
•* mortification it had' defervedly met with/' 

« Well," %s Rouvell, ^* as Mrs. Rffdolph has 
** told you how Lady Shockingpbyz was mbrti- 
'* fied this- morning, I will tell you how Lord 
H , ^as terrified yefterday in the aftef- 

** aooir* 

** An honeft Tradefman, who has an hand- 
•*^ feme wife, waj; bufy in his Ihop (which is 
*•* much frequ^ented by the company. fome parts 
** of the day) ; but having occafion to go \ip into 
^ his T^d-chamber, to his bureau, he faf^ a 
^ very fine />^/«f d^ Efpagne laced hat, lying upon 
*^ his wife's toilette ; and, upo« calling his eye 
*f round the room, he cipied a man's foot, with 
** a fine flone buckle, peep out from under the 

** bed-curtain ; behind which Lord — , 

•* who lodged in the houfe, was endeavouring 
" to conceal himfelf. From the confufion his 
** Lordfhip was in, and from feveral other cir- 
** cumftances, the heneft Tradefman had now no 
^t doubt that an amorous corrcfporidence was 
P 3 " carrying 
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" carrying on between his Lordfhip -and his 
*^ wife ; a glimpfe of whom he had juft feen, as 
/* file flipped down the back-flairs, from a clofct 
*^ communication. 

" The Tradefman, though a man of a tame 
** difpofition and mitigated refeiitment, yet, 
** upon fuch an occafion, burfl forth into a moft 
" vehement rage; venting his indignation in la 
^* menacing tone, and in the following manner. 
** * My Lord ! as fure as you are now alive, 
^* if ever I catch you in my bed-chamber again, 
** with my wife— depend upon it, as fure as I 
*' have a head upon my body, I will — ^I will— 
^' certainly — throw your laced hat out of the 
** window !' 

** His Lordfhip, though not greatly dii^ 
*^ mayed at this terrible denunciation, yet de- 
^ termined, for the future, to profccutc hi* 
** intrigue wuth greater precaution." 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. xiir. 

S$^y ^f Calomel and Ladf RUt. 

\l\ R S. Booby now obferved, " that Lady 
u Fanny had looked very grave to-day : 
•* one would think," fays fhe, " her Ladylhip 
" had met with fomc mortification,'* Rouvell 
rcnaarked, ** that people of rank were always fo 
" in mixt company ; though, for my part," con- 
tinues he, " I have always found perfons of 
*« quality the moft affable creatures in the world. 
" I remember, the firft time I fpent a week at 
*^ Xiord Grandifon's, there was Sir Peter Pier- 
" point. Jack North, and half a dozen more of 
^^ us. And I remember I was as free with the 
<^ young Peer the firft hour, as I am at this 
" day." — " Who fulpeSs you of any mauvaife 
" hcnte^ or bafhfulnefs ?" fays Mifs Trufle.— 
" I fhall never forget a droll accident that hap- 
** pened there," continues Rouvell, undaunted by 
Mifs Trufle's hint.— ■*« His Eordftiip had a SwiA 
** fervant, who pretended to have dlfcovered a 
** new japan, or liquid blacking ; and the fellow 
*^ muft needs make the experiment upon our 
.P ^ «^flioes. 
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« fpoken with at The White Bear, in Picca* 
« diUy; 

** When her Ladyfliip came home to dinner, 
<^ at five o'clock, (he was highly diverted with 
*^ Calomel's ftyle of politenefs: and it being 
^ her affembly-night, Ihe produced his card 
•^ before the whok company ; who, being let 
*^ into the cbarafter of Calomel, voted to fend 
** for l^m thither; and hets were laid, pro and 
€« f^— comte or not come — ^for fifty guineas. 

*^ But Lady Riot, to make fure of her point, 
** ordered her coach, and, flipping flily out of 
<• the room, took Lady Rattle with her, drove 
*< to The White Bear, and enquired for Mr* 
*' Calomel. Calomel, being a fober man, and 
^* having a reverend regard to his^ health, had 
*^ retired to liis bed-chamber, g^t inta his night- 
-gown and flippers, tied hk night-cap under 
^ his chin, and was juft going to his repofe,, 
«« when the Drawer brought up the meffage, 
*« Calomel at firft faid, '^ he fuppoftd they were 
♦* fome naughty women of the town, and he 
" would have nothing to fay to them/ But 
«< upon the Ehrawer's afluring him, it wa» fome 
•^ Lady of quality m her own carriage, with a 
" couple of flambeaux ; Calonael came down to 
«* the door ia his difliafcille^ to reconnoitre them* 

«The 
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** The moment Lady Riot beheld him, fhe cries 
*^ out, * My dear Calomel, hbw do you da ? 
** Come, I liiuft have fome chat witli you : do 
** not ftand in the ftreet in your night- cap ; ft^p 
*^ into the coach a moment.' Which having 
*' done, the Footman (as he had been inftrufted) 
** clapping to the door, the coach drove imme- 
** diately to her Lady fhip's houfe; virhereCalo- 
** mel was produced before thirty card- tables, in 
** his night-cap and flippers. 

^* The brilliancy of the aflembly and the 
^* wax-lights a little difconceirted poor Culomel 
*^ atfirft; but his vanity foon prevailing over 
*^ his baflifulnefs, he mixed with the fociety, 
*^ and greatly diverted them with his abfurd 
*^ buffoonries. 

" To complete the farce, the Butler had his 
** cue, to mix a foporific witli whatever he gave 
«' him to drink.. And upon Calomel's defiring 
** fome Madeira negus, a bafon was brought 
*^ him, properly medicated ; which foon began 
*^ to operate, and before eleven o'clock. Calo- 
** mel was faft afleep in an elbow-chair. They 
f^ then rolled him up in his night-gown, like a 
<^ collar of brawn ; and fwathlng down his arms 
,. " with his fafh, laid him fafely to bed by a 
** fat Scullion, where Calomel flept as iweetiy 
P 6 - « as 



324 "Ji^W* tPlRITtTAIS* ^UIXOTB* 

** as probrf)ly he would have done in her Lady- 
** (hip^a own bcd-chjwnbcr.'* 

** Well, and how did th^ ppoF man get tack 
^ to his> Inn,, ia the morning?'* fays Mrs^ 
Bardolph. ^« Nay,^ fays Rouvell, *^ I have put 
" him fairly to bed; let him' get bact in a 
** chair or hackney-coach, or how the devil het 
♦* pleafcs. Further this Deponent faith not.'*" 



CHAP. XIY. 
Uaiverfities defendtiy &c^ 

^ T\^ E L V'fays Mrs. Booby^, « to be ftw^ 
^ a mere Citizen of Bath is^a pedantic 

*^ a creature, as a mere Fellow of a Colleger. 
** is often as proud, has as abfuid notions of 
' ** life ; and is as m\jch out erf his element, whcn^ 
" he gets out of his Ihopor his.lodging-houfe, 
** as the othec is out' of his, own common. 
« roon^." 

" Yes, rot thenV fay§ Rouvell - ^^^sA they 
" get rich, by the money we fpend here, beforr 
<* they know how to carry their hands^ or come 
" into a rpom.!* 



^ And yet I know a great many, fenfiblc, p6- 
* lite people,'* fays Mrs, Booby^ "amongft die- 
** inhabitants of this place.?*' 
. << Why^-it wwld be ftrange indeed^'* wplies^ 
RouvcU^ ^* if the great refort of the politeft com-^ 
^ pany in Earqpc did not poliQi the creatures ai 
•* littler for I take BaA, as a public place, to^ 
^ be a b«ttcr. fchool for any young fellow, than^ 
^ all theUniverfities or CoUieges in Ac world.. 
^ And I do not fee but thofe who have had no 
** other education appear as well io company^ 
« as pco]^ who have been plodding at the 
^ fciences in. a College for fcvcn year* to- 
« gether.'* 

HcreWildgoofe could not forbeaHhterpofing; 
and obferved, <^ that although Religion was, 
^ he believed, at as low an ebb in die Univer- 
^ fities as in other parts of the kingdom, not- 
^ withftanding the excellence of its inftitution 
^ for Aat purpofe, yet he could not but think 
^ tiiem ftill the chief fountains of erudition^ 

^ There ir indeed," fays he, << a flight 
^ tin&ure of learning, a fuperficial knowkdgt, 
^ diffuied among all ranks in this generation. 
^ But if there were not fome repofitories for the 
^ firiences,. and fome encouragements, foch as 
^ thofe for our Profeflbrs^ to fearch more deep- 
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<* ly into them than the generality of the 
**. world fcem difpofed to do j I am of opinioa 
** the very principles of them would in time 
** be loft, and we fliould again relapfe into 
** Gothic ignorance and barbarifin, 

<* There may be men of courage, that do not 
5^ wear a red coat : and a gentleman may know 
** how to ufe a fword, without going into the 
^ army ; or to ftand fire, though not educated in 
** the navy* But ftill tliere is a kind of military 
*^ fpirit, peculiar to gentlemen of thpfe pro- 
" feffions; afet of traditionary maxims of hon- 
•* our and courage*' — ^Juft at this inftant Wild- 
goofe ftarted up with the utmoft furprizc and 
trepidation, and alarmed the whole company. 
Rouvell burft out into an horfe-laugh—- Mrs, 
Booby cried out, '' Lord ! Mifs Trufle^^ what 
** are you about ?"— The cafe was, Mifs Tmfle 
(who for fome time fat in filent contcnapja-* 
tioi^ of h^r own, importance, and piaffing with 
her lap-dog), whilftWildgoofe was in the midft 
of his harangue, had put her Squirrel upon hi* 
ihoulder : the little animal began dancing about ; 
and, fixing his claws in Wildgoofe's neck, gayo 
him {q fmart a pinch, that if he had had the in- 
fe^fibility of a Stoic, or even a Spartan educa? 
I' *'..' .:...:■: / :. i .. ; ■; :ti(^j 

y' ' S 
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ifion, he could not have borne it without fome 
emotion of terror or .furprize. 

When the company had fufficicntly laughed 
at Mifs Trufle*s wit, and were again compofcd : 
Mr. Rouvell, refuming the difcourfe^iaid, ^/ he 
*^ did not undervalue an Univerfity educatioo^ 
** as in old Maid tails at Matrimony, becaufc , 
** he had been denied the fwcets of it. Only I 
** fay," continues he, cafting a look of com- 
placency on his own perfon, " that I am nK)re 
*^ indebted to Bath, and tlie company of the 
** ladiei, for being what I am ; than to all the 
^* leftures of Tutors and Profeffors, which I 
*< attended in the Univerfity.** — " I dare lay 
" you are, Mr. Rouvell," replies Mrs. Booby ^ 
«* and I am furc the figure you make does credit 
" to your education, whatever place had the 
" honour of it.** 

Upon hearing RouvelFs name for the firft 
time, Wildgoofe obferved his features more 
narrowly ; and alked him, ** if he was not of 
'* fuch a College in Oxford, fome years ago; 
<* becaufe I remember a perfon of your name 
<< of our College,'* continuesWildgoofe.—" That 
" may be, Sir,** replies Rouvell ; " but I am il 
** Cambridge man.— WeU, Ladies," continues 
Rouvell, " we are very rude in troubling you 

"widi 
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^ with QUr podaatic diiputcs.''— Then, puIUi^ 
out his watch, " Po&tak;& it !!' feyshc, "I wm 
*^ engaged to- meet Sir James Townly, at 0!ven 
« o'clock, ac the; Coffee-houfc."' Having faid 
this, he ftarted up^ and,, fomewjiai abruptl][, 
took, his^ kave.. 

The truth wa% RouTeU ha J a&ually been of 
the fiuHO CbUege with* Wildgoofe, and now very 
well remembered him ;; though the ; alteration 
which his> own* hair had made in the 6ne, and 
die high frizUYe and lacoj. coat in the other^ 
prevented* themv at firft from recoUeaing each , 
other's perfon, eipedalty a»^there had not been 
the leaft acquaintance bttween them : for, not- 
withftanding the airs' which ItoiaveU now gave 
.him&lf, he hadxlepm^a Servitor's gown at Ox- 
ford, which,, upon. an aoce^n of fortune^ he had 
exchanged for a. Fellow-a^nmoner^ ac Cam-^ 
Iwridge. 

As foon a& Rbuv^U was gone, the IlacHes, 
without the kaft referve^ fpoke of hino in ftlch^ 
a manner, as convinced. M^ldgoofe that he was 
the jeft of the place* And the evening now 
drawing on,, it was almoft time for WiWgoofc 
to attend their, religious aflfembly. He therefore 
took hia leave, after Mrs. Bardolph had ac- 
c[uainted him with Lady Skerwood'a lo^ngs ; 
^ whom 
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whom fhe defired him to wait upon the next 
morriing^ notwithftanding Mr. Rouvell's dif- 
couraging infinuations to the coiitrary, 
• When Wildgoofe was come down, he faw 
Rouvell walking \apon the parade, not with/Si/ 
James Townly, whopi he ,was to meet at the 
CofFee-houfe ; but with two elderly virgins, of 
that homely ftamp,.who, to view them in a fi^/w 
place J feem formed for no other end,^than to 
make a variety in the works of creation ; but 
who, if tliey would xronfine themfelves within 
their pj-oper fphere, their own families in the 
country, ;aaight inake tender nurfes to their aged 
parents,, exemplary aunts to their young nieces, 
or charitable affiftants to their indigent neigh- 
bours; ot even Ihinihg objefts at a country af- 
fembly in a remote province : whilft at Bath, 
or Tunbridge, they cxpofe themfelves to the in- 
fole.nt contempt of youth and beauty ; are ahjioft 
Ihoved out of polite company, as ufelefs lumber j: 
and are gKd to take iip with fuch fellows as^ 
Rouvell, who was but one remove from, the inaas 
defcrihed by Shakelpeare, as ^ fancifully carved, 
** out of a cheefe-paring^ after dixiner^* 

C H A m. 
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CHAP. XV. 

ttricis among Servants* News from Mru 
SarJiniU 

XX^'ILDGOOSE, having been fufficicntly ex- 
haufted with haranguing on the parade, 
as well as by fitting in form at a ceremomous 
vifit, made part of the audience this evening at 
the Tabernacle, where a Tallow-chandler held 
forth, and «w///^ his flock by the patbitk forcty 
and promoted a plentiful confumption of candles 
by the tedious prolixity^ of his difcourfe. 

During Mr. Wildgoofc*s vifits to Mrs. Booby, 
poor Tugwell had been left to amufe himfelf at 
the Inn; he met his Mafter however at the 
Tabernacle, from whence they adjourned to their 
quarters. 

As they were going along, Jerry informed hie 
Mafter what a reprobate place they were in— 
** That there was nothing but card-playing 
** gaming, and fwearing, from morning to nighty 
** amongft the fervants and apprentices that re- 
** fortcd thither. That he heard a Footman 

<« bragging, 



THE SHRXTUAI* QJJIXOTE. 33X 

^* bragging, how cleverly a friend of his had 
" impofed upon his Miftrefs — ^That, having 
*^ had the misfortune to break his leg, he had 
" been confined to tht houfe for three months : 
'^ at lafl, his Miftrefs told him ^ it would do him 
*^ good, to lay up his leg upon a ftool, and ric^ 
** behind her coach, as ftie went out for an 
** airing ;' which accordingly he did. The next 
^^ morning he goes to his Lady's Maid, with a 
" forrowfui countenance, and told her, * that he 
** had had a fad misfortune by going behind the 
** coach ; that, as he was forced to lay up his 
•' leg, the motion of the coach had Ihaken fix 
** guineas, all the money he had favcd in fervice, 
^* out of his pocket.* Upon the Maid's telling 
^ the cafe to her Miftrefs, Ihe, very good-na- 
*• turedly, gave him the money again out of her 
*^ own pocket. But it happened a little unlucki- 
^* ly, tliat, a few days after, as the Maid was in 
** the Butcher's Ihambles, flie heard another fer- 
*• vant tell the Butcher, * that fuch a Footnjian, 
^* which was her fellow-fervant, had loft fix 
•* guineas, fuch a night, at the gaming-table f 
** which coming to the Miftrefs's ears, the fel- 
** low loft his place by his trick, and was forced 
** to march off to London." 

Wild- 
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Wildgoofe was fhocked at this inftance of ' 
bafenefs and villainy, and at the idle charafter 
ef thc'^houfe they were in: but faid, "they 
«* fhould lie only that nfght at Bath ; for that 
<* he bad obferved the two Brethren, who hai 
** preached there thofc two. nights, had preached 
•* almoft contradiSory doArines, and each of 
•f them diflfercnt from that of his own : that he 
** was xlctcrmihed, thei-efore,, to go to Briftot 
** the next day, and confult Mr. Whitfield ; 
♦* who, he did. not doubt^ would refolve all hit 
^ fcrupks, and put him ia Ae time re(ad> te^ fal* 
•« ration." 

When they came to their quarters, my Land- 
lord aflced our Hcro^ " if hi« name was ncft 
^ WiMgoofe^"* To> which when he had an- 
Iwered in the affitmative, my Landlord gava 
him a letter,. ** which,** he laid, " a gentlfeman^ 
** fervant had brought that afternoon from thfe 
** Bell at Gloucefter, l«wing been defired to find 
** fuch a gendemasi out.. And,^ upon my de- 
^ fcribii^ your Honouiv and teUmg him that 
•* you lodged hew, he left it with me.** 

Wildgoofe tO€4c the letter, whi^b he founS 
was from Mrs. Sarfenet, and read k-YntH great 
eagernefs, in hopes of hearing fome news of Mi&- 
Tow»fend i who, he. found, engroffed a confide- 

tsJatt: 



iefhar& of his thoughts, atid vviiofe fprigtitly 
a none of the fkie-dtefled Ladles at Bath had 
*cr to effitce. 

Vfi's. 3arfeiiot' informed him of the ftate of 
lir litde Church, under hers and Mr. Keen 
; Barber's aui^ices and infpe&ioa : ** that (he 
already fbrefaw, from one or two iidlaaces^ 
fome temporal inconvenimces to kerfeif, in 
regaiid to her trade, from & 1kti& an adhe« 
rence to her ^uty; but that fhe counted all 
things as drofs, in compourifon with the Icy^ 
of Chrift.'* She concluded with obfervii%, 
that there was fomething myfterious in Mifi 
Townfend's behaviour; that fhe. could not 
perfuade her to attend their Meeting iince his 
departure : and that though fhe feemed fc- 
rioufly enough difpo&d, and even talked re* 
fpeftfully of Mr. Wildgoofe, yet fhe feemed 
inclined to ridicule his notions of Religion. 
In fhort/Vfays Mrs, Sarfenet, «I believe, 
(he is rather an enemy, to your principles^ 
than to your perfon." 

Bi«: the moft extraordinary part of her letter 

as the poftfcript ; in which (be informed him, 

that Mifs Townfend's father had come to 

Gloucefter two days after i^rJeft* it; that he 

' hadfent for Nf lis Townfend to the Inn, and 

. << received 
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** received her with a mixture of fondnefs and 
** refentment ; that he was angry with her foi 
** being with Mrs. Sarfenet, and yet had deter- 
*< mined nothing about removing her from 
« thence/' 

This letter, upon the whole, gave Wildgoofc 
rathet more pleafure. than pain ; and he fat down 
and anfwered it before he went to bed. He 
gave them fome account of his fuccefs at Bath, 
and of his intentidn however of going to Briftol 
tiie next day. He concluded with the warmeft 
cxpreffions of reKpcft to Mifs,Townfcnd ; ^* whofe 
*< converfion,** he feid, " he fhould not ccafe 

earneftJy to pray for." 



€6 



CHAP. XVI. 

Jfertous Convtrfaiion with Mu Roteutll. 

T^^IIdgoofe, having been kept awake with re- 
flefting on the tranfaftions of the day 
paft, and by the hurry of Ipirits into which tlic 
news of Mifs Townfend had thrown him, was 
but juft dreft, when a Footman brought him a 
card, with Lady Sherwood's compliments, who 
begged' tlie favour of his company, to breakfaft; 
. for 
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for Mrs. Bardolph had not failed to vifit her 
Lad3rfliip the preceding evening, and to give 
her a faithful account of what had pafled at Mrs. 
Booby's lodgings ; and had greatly extolled Mr. 
Wiidgoofe*s perfon, modeft behaviour, and agree- 
able converfation. Wildgoofe, therefore, taking 
a direftion from the Footman, promifed to wait 
on her Ladyftiip at the hour appointed. 

As he was going a back way into Orange- 
grove, where Lady Sherwood lodged, he acci- 
dentally met witli Mr, Rouvell, in a genteel dif- 
habillc. He falutcd Mr. Wildgoofe with a more 
familiar air than he had affumed at Mrs. Boo- 
by's; and aflced him immediately, <« whether 
" he was not of fuch a College in Oxford ?*' — 
« Yes," fays Wildgoofe.—" Why, look you, 
" Sir," continues Rouvell, " you muft know, 
<* I was of that College too. But I thought you 
^ aflced me, laft night, whether I was at tbh 
** time of Oxford : for, you muft know, I had a 
^ confidcrable fortune left me by a relation, 
" which enabled me to enter myfeif a FcUow- 
*• commoner at Cambridge; andj to be fure, 
" one would not chufe to have it mentioned 
« amongft people of fafhion, that one had worn 
<« a S#rvitor*s gown in the Univerfity .'*—** I 
<* don't imagine,'* replies Wildgoofe, «* that 

<« people 
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*< people of falhion, out of the Univcrfity, 
** trouble-themfelvcs about thofe thingjs. How 
** ever, I don't fee why n man fhouM be aflia- 
^^ med to have appeared in a fituati<m which 
.<« was agreeable to 'his circumflanccs. There 
^^' is nothing ridiculous in a fmall fortune, or* 
** even a low birth. But there is in the difco* 
^ very that we are too anxious to conceal 
^^ them, and even give the lye to diem by our 
<^ drcfs and appcaFance,"— " Sir," lays Rouvell, 
*^ if you knew the honour and happinefs of being 
*^ upon an agreeable footing with people of 
** diftinftion, you would not fcruple a little ar- 
*^ tifice, to conceal any trifling circumftance 
** that might difguft'them; or grudge an cx»* 
** pence a little beyond onc^s income, to enable 
** one to appear in foirie meafure upon a level 
« with them.''—'* Sir,? replies Wildgpofe, <« I . 
** apprehend, it is neither drefs, birtli, nor for- 
^^ tune^ but ^ducathn znd bfha^iour^ that puts all 
*' gentlemen upon a Uvily even in the of^inion 06 
<* the world. 

" But, Mr. Rouvell, let me take the freedom 
** to return the hint which you gave me yefter- 
** 3ay ; that we may be eafily deceived in the 
** civilities which people of diftinft ion fhcw us, 
*' and miftake mere politene^ for a particular* 

«• attach- 
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'^ attachment; and, by prefuming too inuch upon 
** their plaufible behaviour to our faces, expofc 
" oifffelves t6 their ridtcale behind our backs. 
^ Ai^d I really believe, Mr, Rouvell, you would 
** meet with more real rc(pe&, atriongft people 
^ of diftiirfliort, by a more ferious, or even reli- 
•* gious behaviour, and if you were to turn 
^ Methodift (as it is ^Ued), than you do- 
« now.** 

** Well, I am obliged to you, my dear Sir, 
^ for your frank advice : and, 'faith, betwixt 
*^ you and me, though I deteft die folemnity of 
** the facerdotal charafter, I have at this time 
** fome thoughts , of exchanging my laced coat 
** for a black one. For, by a Parliamentary 
** inteteft, I have now the offer of a very good 
** living in my own country ; which (if I do 
^* not fucceed in picking up a good fortune this 
** feafon) I may probably accept of; for, yoa 
*< muft know, that is another reafon for my 
*« appearing rather above what I can at prefent 
<^ afford : and I had a&ually almoft carried off 
*• a Merchant's daughter of Biriftol, who will 
*< be worth twenty thoufand pounds. But old 
" Square-t(5es would not part with ca(h enough 
** down upon the naiL And the Devil take me, 
** if I would marry an Angel upon the footing 
*^ of a mere Smitkfield bargain,'* 

You I. ~ Q. Wildgoofc, 
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Wildgoofe, though fhocked at the libertine 
airs which Rouvell gave himfelf, could not but' 
fmile. at the opinion which he entertained of his 
own perfon : but faid, *' he was obliged, to attend 
'•^ Lady Sherwood at teix o'clock." He therefore 
took his leave, and went to ^her Ladylhip's 
lodgings, as he had been dkeftecL • ' 

. ) 
CHAP. XVIL 

Lady SherwoocTs CharaSer^ and prefent Situation* 

T A D Y Sherwood was of an ancient and no- 
ble family, and wife to a Peer of the realnit. 
She was a woman of fine uhderftanding, thought 
her judgement appeared fometimes almoft eclipfed 
by the brilliancy t)f her imagination. Her La-, 
dyflllp w^as now pafi: her bloom; yet in her. 
youth ihe had been tolerably handfcmc, and 
made a fplendid appearance in the great world.,. 
But her Lord, either froiii fome dilguft, or from/ 
a fondnefs for retirement, ' having early in life., 
withdrawn from the Court, Lady Sherwood had. 
'entirely conformed to his humour; and, to.: 
amnfe herfelf in her folitary fit nation, fhe had , 
formerly iadulged the fii^geftions of; her f^cy, . 
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and turned my Lord's Park into a poetical Ar- 
cadia, where her Laidyfhip and a female com- 
panion or two lived almoft the whole fummer a 
mere paftoral life, and ranged about, with their 
crooks in their hands, like fo many Grecian: 
fhepherdeffes. Garlands of flowers, or balkets 
of fruit, were feen fufpended on every beautiful 
oak, with ruftic pipes, rakes, pitch-forks, and 
other rural implements, difpofed in a piftu- 
refque manner, in different parts of the Park* 
Nay, the poor Chaplain was forced to leave his 
bottle and his pipe^ and back- gammon table, 
with my Lord, and even negleft his paflorat 
funftion afligned him by the Bifhop, to attend 
her Ladylhip and her bleating lambkihs ; • and to' 
fit whole afternoons under a fpreading tree, to' 
entertain them with his flute : for the Steward ' 
had aftually bought her Ladyfliip <^ a fcore of 
** fheep at Banbuiy-fair" (according to Juftice 
Shallow's expreflion) for this romatitic pur- 
pofe. ' 

Theinclemencyof the weather, however, in 
this Northern climate, was by no means favour* " 
able to thefe lovely Boeotians ; neither did many 
of the paftoral funftions fuit with the deficacy . 
of a modern woman of quality : for her Lady- 
ftip frequently caught the tooth-ach, and was 
Q^ii forced 
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forced to have recourfc to a neighbouring Apo- 
thecary (a charafter feldom introduced in the 
ancient Bucolicks) : and one of her companions 
met witia a terrible accident in the^ilcliarge of 
her office ; for, having feized the leg of a. large 
bell-wether with ha: crook, which wa» fafteoed 
to her wriftby a blue ribband, the nMe-undirffical 
brute ftruggled with fuch force to £fengtge him« 
felf, that he pulled down the poor Paftora^ drag- 
ged her fome yards, and disfigured her face t0 
fuch a degree, that fhe could not a{^ar again for 
fix weeks; which put an end to thi^ exftravs^nt 
iicene in paftoral life. 

Lady Sherwood was now growji tired of the 
country. Bu^ as fhe could ^ot decently go to 
town againfl her Lord^s inclination, confidering 
the complaifant terms upon which they lived to- 
gether; the Phyfician therefore had an him 
given him, tp order her Ladylhip to Bath for 
her healtlu Not findii;\g that relifh, however, in 
public . places which fhe * had formerly done 
(when every paffion was agreeably flattered by 
her appearance in them), fhe grew fick of the 
world; and began to fee in a true light the 
cmptinefs and ui^fiitisfaaory nature of all fccu* 
lar enjoyments. 

In 
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In fuch a fituation, it i« evident that nothing 
but Religion could yield any folid confolation. 
fiut, as the plain rational fcheme of the efta- 
blilhed Religion, which prefcribes nothing more 
than our duty to God, out neighbour, and 
ourfclvcs, under the fanftion of future rewards 
and punifhments, could not fatisfy the uncom- 
mon genius and lively fancy of Lady Sherwood ; 
flie liftened with the^ fame attention to the en- 
rhufiaftic doftrines of thefe itinerant Preachers, 
ds a perfon labouring under an hypochondriacal 
diftcnaper docs to the extravagant pretenfions of 
a Mountebank-: and was glad of this opportu- 
nity of converfing with fo agreeable an Enthu- 
fiaft as Mrs, Bardolph had reprefented Wild- 
Upofc to be. . 

C H A E. xvjn. 

4U^fnd ConwrfaUon^ not ^lOki U iki Story^ 

inn^HEN Mr. Wildgoofe arrived at the 
■ ^ Countefs's lodgings, he found her at- 
tended only by Mrs. Bardolph ; whofe principal 
{Jtlan being to ainufe the time between breakfaft 
and dinner, fhe preferred every place to her own 
Q^ 3 . houfe : 
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houfe ;. and aflifted with equal fatisfaSion at 
making a convert, or making a match ; at a 
religious couverfation, or at a pool at Qua- 
drille. 

Lady Sherwood,, after a little preliminary 
chat, opened the congrefs,. by obferving the 
great indifference of the world with regard to 
Religion; and afkcd Wildgoofe,. " how he 
*^ could reconcile the prefent ftatc of Chriftia* 
*^ nity with the ppmpous defcriptions given by 
*^ the Prophets of the kingdom of the MefSah?'* 
Our- Hero was a little furprized at fo learned an 
attack. But, after paufing a moment, anfwered, 
*^ that the difpenfations of Providence were very 
*^ myfterious : that, however, God might be 
** fuppofed to have given the Prophets a general 
" view of the kingdom of Chrift, from its firft 
" eftablifhment, to the end of the world ; for 
*^ which reafon,. they generally reprefent it as 
« in its full luftre.'' 

" Well," replies Lady Sherwood, • <^ I caa 
*^ only, fay, that, as far as I have obferved, the 
*' lives of the generality of Chriftians are lb 
*^ little better than, thofe of Heathens or Ma- 
•' hometans; that, I confefs, it a little puzzler 
*^ me to account for fo ftrange a phienomienon, 

<' and 
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•^ and how it comes to pafs that a divine infti- 
^ tution fhould anfwer its end no better." 

« Why," fays Wildgoofe, " as your Lady- 
** fhip, I dare fay, is very well acquainted with 
^ ajicient hiftory ; if you would compare the 
** ftate of Religion and' Morality in the world 
** for feveral generations before the coming of 
^ Chrift,.and that of the unconverted Heathens 
" afterwards, with the three ot four firft eentu- 
" ties of the Chriftian aera, you would £nd a 
** remarkable difference between them." 
^ *^ I don't imagine the world was worfe than 
** it is now," fays Lady Sherwood. 

" r am convinced it was," replies Wildgoofe. 
■** The Heathens were fo utterly void of proper 
*^ principles, that impurities of every fort were 
'^ fckrce accounted faults among them ; nay, 
** rrioft kinds of debauchery were tdefenfible, and 
^* even fanftified by their religious fyflem. Ex- 
" pofing of infants, cruelty to flaves, and the 
<* fanguinary diverfions of gladiators, were per- 
" mitted, arid even applauded, by the wifeft and 
^/ politeft nations of the world. 

** But how different a fcene of things dr*. 
" Chriftianity prefent to ,us in its primitive 
** ftate ! Its votaries were pious, humble, chafte, 
Q. 4 . " and 



1 
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•" and temperate ; and their lives were A jufc 
** conunent upon the precepts of their Mafter. 
*^ If our religion therefore muft be judged by 
*'• its effefks, we ought to^ take it ^t ks firft 
<^ ii:iftitution ; as its earlieft were prc^ably ki 
" moft genuine fruits/' 

" That is but reafonable, to be fure,** fayi 
Mrs. Bardolph, who afFefted to be very attentive 
to tliis learned diflertation* 

" But," proceeds Wildgopfe^ ** (uch i« the 
** degeneracy of our nature, d^gt cy^ry effort of 
** Provi4ence for our recovery, in tinier lofes its 
^^ force, and becomes ineffectual. It feems ^^ef^ 
*^ fary, therefore, that the Divine Power Ihould^ 
** at different periods, interppfe in an extraor^ 
^* dinary manner, and give frefii vigour to hit 
•* own inftitutions. And accordingly I am 
*< perfuaded that, in the prefcnt sfge, he hu 
^ poured out an uncommon meafure of grace 
^^ upon his chofen lervants Mr* Whitgeld aoi 
^^ Mx. Wefley, and their sjffoci^tes; which 
'< empowers the^ to break thi;oug}i the cobweb 
"^^ reftraints of human oiedlmqccs^ and, by 
**. feemingly irregular proGeedings, to reu;^e men 
^^ from tfieir dangerous lethqi^^, and engage 
*' their attention to the pure and geauioie doc-^ 
^* trines of Primitive Chriftianity.'* 

3 «Sir,^ 



^ Sir," feys Lady Slierwood, " I have a great 
^* opinion of Mr. Wefley and Mr. Whitfield ; 
** and, as I hear you are a follower of them, 
•* have taken the liberty of defiring this con- 
*' ference with you. But give me leave' to aik 
^ you, Sir, whether thofe doSrines are not 
** taught in our own Church ?** 

" Madam,'' replies Wildgoofe, " the Articles 
^* and Homilies of our Church, as^ drawn up by 
^ our pious Reformers, certjainiy contain thofe 
^^ do&rines in their proper fenfe. But, I am 
i* afraid, the prefent Clergy are departed from 
^* the moft eflential of thofe doftrines, as par- 
** ticularly that of Juftification by Faith alone ; 
f* and depend more upon their own works, than 
** on the merits of Chrift, for their Salvation.'^ 

^* I do not know,*' fays Mrs, Bardolph. ^ I 
^ have often lieard that fiiid of lat«. I own,. I 
^ am a very bad judge of thofe things : but all 
^ the Clergy, whom I have happened to hear 
^' treat of that fubjefk, have taught me, not ta 
^* rely on my beft performances, but to confefs^ 
f* myfelfftiU an unprofitable fervant. In (hort,'* 
continued fbe^ ** I cannot but think that, if vft 
'^ prafliifed what we hear at Church, we Ihould 
** have atoleiabk chance for going to Heaven.'** 

Lady; 
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Lady Sherwood obferved, " that fhe had at- 
-** tended the public worfhip very regularly for 
** fome time, and - with a fincerc endeavour to 
** know the will of God ; but found herfelf little 
"_ edified by luch formal devotions." - 
N Wildgoofe replied, '* he could npt but own, 
^' that there were feveral noble ftrains of true 
** devotion in our Liturgy : and though people, 
<^ who went to church with an intention to 
^' criticife, might perhaps find out fome trifling 
" imperfeftions ; yet that, upon the whole, it 
** was an admirable performance. Biit," con- 
tinues he, " I am afraid, the fault is not in the 
** fervice, but in thofe who perform it. The 
** moft pious fentiments will afFeft us but little, 
*' when delivered by the lips of thofe who ap- 
*' pear to have no religion in their hearts ; and 
<* loll on their elbows, and ftare about for ob* 
" jefts of amufement, as if their devotion* 
** were a fatigue and confinement to them, and 
5* they were impatient to return to the pleafures 
*^ or vanities of the world. 

^' In fliort, my Lady, as things are at prefent, 
*^ we muft look elfewhere than, at Church for 
" the means of falvation. For my own part, 
'* I muft confefs myfelf as yet only in fearch 
^* of the right way ; and intend this very day 

" to 
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f* to pay a vifit to Mr. Whitfield at Briftol ; to 
i^ whom, with your Ladyfhip's permiffion, I 
*^ fliall communicate your good difpolition; 
1^ whofe prefent uneafinefs is, I hope, a pro- 
*^ mifing fymptom of the New Birth." 
, Lady Sherwood was going to inform Wild- 
goofe,: *^ that fhe had already frecpently con- 
^^ verled both with Mr. Whitfield and Mr. 
*^ Wefley ;" when the Servant came and whifper- 

, ed to her Ladyfhip, ^^ that Mr. .. was 

*^ below, and defired to know if. her I>adylhip «- 
** had any commands to London." — " Lord !'*' 
fays flie, *^ that man teazes me to death ; he 
^' calls himfelf my Coufin, merely becaufe his 
*^ gi*and- father married my great grand- father's 
'^ fecond-wife's daughter by a former hufband. 
*^ I wifli we could make a convert of him ; for, 
" I believe, he is of no religion at all, and . 
*^ neither loves nor cares for any body but him- 
" felf. Well," fays fhe to the Foptman, " de- 
" fire the Gentleman to walk up." 
• When he came, he tdd Lady Sherwood, " that 
^^ he was tired of Bath, and was going the next 
" day to London." — She faid, '.' flie had.no 
" commands ;" but told him, " he had inter- 
*^ rupted them in a very agreeable converiation 

. <^ upon Religion ; and wiflied he had been there 

^' to 
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" to have heard it,'* — << Religion T* fays he, 
** I do not want to hear any thing about Rcli- 
** gion. It fervcs people to talk and difpute 
^ about; but I do not fee that any body regu- 
** lates their anions by their religious prin- 
** dples." — " That is^" replies Lady Sherwoody. 
" becaufe they danot really believe them : they. 
** have not a true praSical faith in thofe prin- 
** ciplcs.*' — " Faith !" cries the Gentleman ; 
^* for my part, I am of Mr, Pope^s way of* 
^ thinking in that rcfpcfl:, 

•* For modes of Faith let fenfeilcfs bigots fight : • 
♦*^ His csjn't: be wrong, whofe Life is in the right.''^ 

** I live, as well asl (^n4^ pay, my taxes, and. 
**^pay. my tradfefmen : and if 1. meet with an 
^* objeft of charity that, really moves my com- 
** paffion, I relieve him,., I. go to the tavern. 
** indeed fometimes ; but Imever^ drink or eat 
f* more than does me good. . And thotigh -I have 
** no wife of my own, I never, invade another's 
" property.. In fhort, Ldo not fee what the 
** beft.Chriftian can do more than I do*** 

Wildgoofe was going to interrupt him in his 
^reer ; but. Lady Sherwood calling him by his 
name, Wildgoofe found himielf difagreeably af-- 

, feaed;. 
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fefted; though he could not at firft recoiled 
upon what occafion he had heard it before. But, 
after fbme time, he remembered that was the name 
of the very Gentleman who had endeavdured^o 
feduce Mifs Townfend ; and, comparing it with 
his dreft (which was the fame individual blue aud 
gold Ihe had defcribed), his fquare perfon, his 
manner of life, but, above all, his fyftem of 
religion ; he had not the leaft doubt that it was 
-the fame man. 

Wildgoofe was at firft inclined to lead him, 
'by fbme means, to the fubjeft; but, reflefting 
that it could not poffiblf anfwer any good end, 
and being IHcewife impatient to fet out for 
Briftol, and Mrs. Bardo^h beginning to gape, 
and to confult her watch^ he took his leave of 
Lady Sherwood:; who charged him with her 
compliments to Mr. Whitfield, and faid, ** flic 
** fhould be glad to fee him again, if he returned 
^« tjirough Bath*** 



CHAP. 
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CHAP XIX, 

Learned Account of the Bath Waters. Mr. Wild- 
goof e and hU Friend lake their. Leave of that 
City. 

TJ\7'HEN Wlldgoofe returned to the Inn, he 
found Tugwell juft come from vifiting 
the hot baths ; the caufe of which furprizing phai- 
nomenon itly Landlord, in conjunftion -with a 
journeyman Apothecary, was endeavouring to 
explain to honeft Jerry^ My Landlord faid, 
** he had heard fay (though Tie did not know it 
*^ to be certainly fo) that the heat of the bath 
^^ was caufed by a conftant fire in^the bowels of 
*5 the earth ; which had been burning ever fince 
*^ Kbah's flood, and would in time /burn up 
" the whole world, which wais to be deftroyed 
« by fire.'* 

*^ Fire in the bowels of the. earth !" fays 
Opifer, the Apothecary, with a fneer : " thou 
*^ mayfl: as well tell me, the boiling of thy pot 
^^ is caufed by a fire in the bowels of the earth. 
*^ No, no ; fuch a conftant, regular ebullition 
^^ can never be the efFeft of a grofs culinary fire ; 
*' but 5s produced by a more latent caufe ; 
6 ** which 
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^ which we can explain by the operations of 
" chemijiry. By a chemical procefs, we can 
" analyze the Bath waters, and reduce them to 
^^ their fimple elements, or conftituent particles^ 
*^ which are nothing but fulphur and a fmall 
" tjuantity of fteel. 

" And that the heat of thefe waters is caufed, 
*^ by their funning over y?ra /a, or beds, of fteel 
" and fulphur, we can demonftrate by an eafy 
^^ experiment : for, if you take an equal quan- 
" tity of the filings of fteel and flowers of ful-. 
" phur (or what the vulgar call brimftone), and 
" form thefe into a pafte with water, it will' 
" produce that fermentation to which the heat 
** of the Bath waters is indulitably to be" 
« afcribed." • ' 

" Yet, yes," fays Tugwell, " the Gentle- 
" man talks main well ; and has made it as 
" plain as the nofe in one's face, if one did but 
" underftand himi'' > ^ 

Wildgoole, who had been prefent during part 
of this learned dlfcourfe, obferved, "that the 
" Philofophers of this age were not content to 
" make all ufeful experiments, but had a ftrangc 
^' fancy to be creators, and to find out the 
" fecret art by which Nature performs all her 
<^ operations. They would not admit any fuch 

'' thing 
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*^ thing as myflerics in Philofophy, any mom ] 
•^ J||^ in Religion : and fcemed almofttodif*^ 1 
** pute with Providence his peculiar atti*ibut€s of » 
** omnipotence, or unlimited power, as well af 
^ unlimited knowledge." 

Mr. Wiidgoofe now called for his bill, and * 
was preparing to fet out. But thoi^h Iw had / 
been but an indifierent cuftomer, yet there wai 1 
a fecret charm in his ferious and religious de- 
portment, ]^hich made my Landlord defirous of 
obliging him : he therefore gave him an hearty ^ 
invitation to a fillet of veal, which was roaftii^ * 
«t the fire ; and, as Tugwell feemed unwilling 
to travel upon an empty ftomach, they made ai^ 
hearty dinner, paid their reckoning, and fet out 
for BriftoL 
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